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Call to Order and Roll Call 

Changes to the Agenda 

Brief Public Comment 

Approval of Minutes 

Approval of Bills 

Treasurer’s Report 

New business 

• Request from Merit for easement for broadband hut. 

o See board packet. 

Old Business: 

• Updates on wastewater litigation w/the Village and sewer lagoon 

• Future Hall Bookings  

• Liquor Inspection Reports 

• Water and Sewer Updates 

• Open for Other Reports 

• Communications 

Extended Public Comment 

Next Regular Meeting – Tuesday, October 12, 2021 @ 7:00 pm 

Adjournment 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki. 

Board members present: Treasurer Jean Foley, Trustee Bill Glime, Trustee Martin Lehto, Supervisor 

Janet Maki, and Clerk Greg Rathje.  Absent: none. 

Also present: Utilities Superintendent AJ Downey, Deputy Clerk Christine Rathje, Lilly Harmon, and 

from the township’s auditing firm of Anderson-Tackman & Company from Marquette – Michael 

Grentz and Joseph Salyer. 

There were no changes to tonight’s agenda. 

There was brief public comment. 

The Board then turned to approval of the minutes. 

Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the regular meeting of July 13, 2021, for approval. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Glime, to approve the minutes as presented.  Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The bills were presented by Clerk Rathje. 

Motion by Glime, seconded by Lehto, to approve the following five items in one motion: 

1. There were no General Fund, Sewer Fund, or Water Fund checks issued per Pentland 

Township’s “Post Audit” policy.  (This policy explains how bills are paid between meetings) 

2. General Fund check numbers 4409 through 4445 and EFT81 for payment today. 

3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5218 through 5219 for payments approved today. 

4. Water Fund check number 6139 for payments approved today. 

5. Transfer $27,196.63 from First National Bank of St. Ignace’s Municipal Account to the 

Checking Account. 

The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer Foley.   

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to receive the Treasurer’s Report.  Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then turned to new business, starting with resolution 2021-04. 

Resolution 2021-04 

Adoption of the  

2021 Luce County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Whereas, all jurisdictions within Luce County have exposure to natural hazards that increase the risk 

to life, property, environment, local economy, and the County; and 

Whereas, pro-active mitigation of known hazards before a disaster event can reduce or eliminate long-

term risk to life and property; and 
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Whereas, The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-390) established new requirements 

for pre and post disaster hazard mitigation programs; and 

Whereas, the 2021 Luce County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 5 Year Update has been developed in 

accordance with DMA 2000 to reflect the concerns of the citizens and stakeholders of Luce County; 

and 

Whereas, the Pentland Township previously adopted by resolution the 2014 Luce County Natural 

Hazard Mitigation Plan on September 9, 2014; and 

Whereas, the Pentland Township Board affirmed participation in the maintenance of the Luce County 

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan and committed to updating the Plan no less than once every 5 years; 

and 

Whereas, the 2021 Luce County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan provides a set of actions to reduce 

risk from natural hazards through education and outreach programs, establishes a foundation for 

coordination among agencies in Luce County, identifies future mitigation projects, and meets the 

qualifications for federal assistance programs in order to be eligible for FEMA pre-disaster and post-

disaster mitigation grant funding;  

Therefore, be it resolved that: 

Pentland Township does hereby adopt the 2021 Luce County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 5 Year 

Update as an official plan of Pentland Township. 

-end- 

Moved by Foley      Supported by Lehto 

Upon a voice vote, the following voted: 

Ayes: Foley, Glime, Lehto, Maki, & Rathje    Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted. 

The Board then moved on to a presentation by our auditors. 

Michael Grentz, a certified public accountant (CPA) from Anderson, Tackman & Co., presented his 

firm’s initial thoughts about the state of the township’s finances after spending the past several days at 

the township hall reviewing our books. 

Mr. Grentz believes the township’s finances are in good shape.  He drew the Board’s attention to 

several items, including: 

• He suggested increasing the loan to the Sewer Fund from the General Fund by $150,000 to 

offset the treatment bills from the Village.   

o This loan ensures the Sewer Fund would not be in deficit.   

o There’s no increase for our sewer customers today.   

o By law, Mr. Grentz must record the unpaid bills at the amount claimed by the Village 

until the lawsuit is settled and (hopefully) a different amount is agreed to by all sides.  
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o This loan would not increase customers charges – instead, it would increase the number 

of years the sewer repay charge would be in effect. 

• There was also a discussion about using funds from the American Rescue Plan. 

The Board thanked Mr. Grentz and his associate Mr. Salyer for their efforts. 

Motion by Rathje, second by Lehto, to increase the Sewer Fund advance from the General Fund by 

$150,000 to offset the treatment bills from the Village and ensure the Sewer Fund would not be in 

deficit.  There is no increase for our sewer customers today.  This increase in the loan would not 

increase customers charges – instead, it would increase the number of years the sewer repay charge 

would be in effect. 

Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then considered resolutions 2021-05, 2021-06, and 2021-07 in a single motion. 

The first resolution is to adopt a policy required for the Township to receive the American Recovery 

Plan funds about avoiding conflicts of interest with these funds. 

The second resolution is to update the township’s signatories.  Deputy Clerk Caryn DeWyse resigned 

recently, and Clerk Rathje appointed Christine Rathje as Deputy Clerk.  Clerk Rathje expressed his 

hope that this would be a short-term appointment and a permanent choice would be made soon. 

The third resolution is to update the township’s investment policies in light of mBank being sold to 

Nicolet State Bank –the township’s relationship with this bank will continue under this new ownership. 

Resolution 2021-05 

Adoption of the Pentland Township Federal Procurement 

Conflict of Interest Policy 

Whereas, Pentland Township has recently applied for federal funds through the American Rescue 

Plan; and 

Whereas, a requirement of receiving these funds is adoption of a Federal Procurement Conflict of 

Interest Policy; 

Therefore, be it resolved that: 

Pentland Township does hereby adopt the proposed Pentland Township Federal Procurement Conflict 

of Interest Policy 

Pentland Township Federal Procurement 

Conflict of Interest Policy 

I. Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to establish conflicts of interest guidelines that meet or exceed the 

requirements under state law and local policy when procuring goods (apparatus, supplies, materials, 

and equipment), services, and construction or repair projects paid for in part or whole by federal funds 

and required under 2 C.F.R. § 200.318(c)(1). 

II. Policy 
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This policy applies when procuring goods (apparatus, supplies, materials, and equipment), services, 

and construction or repair projects funded in part or whole with federal financial assistance (direct or 

reimbursed). This policy also applies to any subrecipient of the funds. 

The employee responsible for managing the federal financial assistance award shall review the notice 

of award to identify any additional conflicts of interest prohibitions or requirements associated with the 

award, and shall notify all employees, officers, and agents, including subrecipients, of the requirements 

of this policy and any additional prohibitions or requirements. 

A. Conflicts of Interest. In addition to the prohibition against self-benefiting from a public contract 

under Public Act 317 of 1968 and other applicable state law, no officer, employee, or agent of Pentland 

Township may participate directly or indirectly in the selection, award, or administration of a contract 

supported by a federal award if he or she has a real or apparent conflict of interest. A real or apparent 

conflict exists when any of the following parties has a financial or other interest in or receives a 

tangible personal benefit from a firm considered for award of a contract: 

1. the employee, officer, or agent involved in the selection, award, or administration of a contract; 

2. any member of his or her immediate family; 

3. his or her partner; or 

4. an organization which employs or is about to employ any of these parties. 

Any officer, employee, or agent with an actual, apparent, or potential conflict of interest as defined in 

this policy shall report the conflict to his or her immediate supervisor. Any such conflict shall be 

disclosed in writing to the federal award agency or pass-through entity in accordance with applicable 

Federal awarding agency policy. 

B. Gifts. In addition to the prohibition against accepting gifts and favors from vendors and contractors 

under state law state law, officers, employees, and agents of Pentland Township are prohibited from 

accepting or soliciting gifts, gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from contractors, 

suppliers, or parties to subcontracts. Items of nominal value valued at less than $25.00, which fall into 

one of the following categories may be accepted: 

1. promotional items; 

2. honorariums for participation in meetings; or 

3. meals furnished at banquets 

Any officer, employee or agent who knowingly accepts an item of nominal value allowed under this 

policy shall report the item to his or her immediate supervisor. 

III. Violation 

Employees violating this policy will be subject to discipline up to and including termination. 

Contractors violating this policy will result in termination of the contract and may not be eligible for 

future contract awards. 

-end- 

Moved by Glime      Supported by Lehto 
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Upon a voice vote, the following voted: 

Ayes: Foley, Glime, Lehto, Maki, & Rathje    Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted. 

Resolution 2021-06 

Resolution to designate the Township Treasurer, Clerk,  

Deputy Treasurer and Deputy Clerk as signatories for  

the bank accounts of the Township of Pentland. 

Whereas, the General Township Act, MCL 41.77, provides that the Township Board may provide by 

resolution for the deposit of Township money by the Township Treasurer and require that the 

Treasurer shall deposit the money in the financial institution that the Township Board shall direct; and  

Whereas, the State of Michigan’s Department of Treasury’s “Uniform Accounting Procedures 

Manual” requires townships to have dual signatures on all checking accounts (except for the 

township’s separate tax collection checking account);  

Whereas the same “Uniform Accounting Procedures Manual” also specifically identifies the four 

persons who can be signatories to the dual signature accounts as the Township Treasurer, Clerk, 

Deputy Treasurer, and Deputy Clerk;  

Therefore, It Is Hereby Resolved, that the following four individuals are named as the signatories for 

the Township of Pentland’s bank accounts (notwithstanding the township’s tax collection account): 

1. Treasurer – Gloria Jean Foley 

2. Clerk – Gregory E. Rathje 

3. Deputy Treasurer – Deborah Burbach 

4. Deputy Clerk – Christine Rathje 

 

It Is Further Resolved, that the following two individuals are named as the signatories for the 

Township of Pentland’s tax collection account: 

1. Treasurer – Gloria Jean Foley 

2. Deputy Treasurer – Deborah Burbach 

 

It Is Further Resolved, and recognized that pursuant to MCL 41.77, in case of absence, sickness, 

death, or disability of the Township Treasurer, the duly appointed Deputy Treasurer is authorized to 

perform the duties of the Treasurer, as listed herein. The name of the duly appointed Deputy Treasurer 

is: Deborah Burbach;  

It Is Further Resolved, and recognized that pursuant to MCL 41.69, in case of absence, sickness, 

death, or disability of the Township Clerk, the duly appointed Deputy Clerk is authorized to perform 

the duties of the Clerk, as listed herein. The name of the duly appointed Deputy Clerk is: Christine 

Rathje; 

It Is Further Resolved, that a copy of this Resolution shall be delivered to all banking institutions the 

Township of Pentland has with accounts on deposit.  



Page 6 of 8  August 10, 2021 

-end- 

Moved by Glime      Supported by Lehto 

Upon a voice vote, the following voted: 

Ayes: Foley, Glime, Lehto, Maki, & Rathje    Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted. 

Resolution Number #2012-07 

to Adopt the Pentland Township Investment Policy 

Whereas, the Board of Pentland Township, Luce County, in exercising its fiduciary responsibilities 

desires to safeguard the funds of the Township that may be invested from time to time, and 

Whereas, Public Act 77 of 1989, MCL 41.77, requires that the Township Board designate the banks or 

depositories for the money belonging to the Township, including the time for which the deposits shall 

be made and all details for carrying into effect the authority given in this act, and 

Whereas, Public Act 196 of 1997, MCL 129.91, et seq., requires Townships Boards, in consultation 

with the Township Treasurer, to adopt an investment policy, now 

Therefore Be It Resolved, That this policy is applicable to all public funds belonging to Pentland 

Township and in the custody of the Township Treasurer; authorized signatories shall be the Township 

Treasurer or the Deputy Treasurer and the Township Clerk or the deputy clerk on all accounts; and  

It Is Further Resolved, that the Board approves the following financial institutions as depositories of 

township funds: First National Bank of St. Ignace, mBank, and their successor institutions.  

It Is Further Resolved, That the Treasurer may invest Township funds in certificates of deposit, 

savings accounts, deposit accounts, or depository receipts of a bank but only if the bank, savings and 

loan association, or credit union meeting all criteria as a depository of public funds contained in state 

law. The standard of prudence to be used shall be the "fiduciary" standard and shall be applied in 

context of managing an overall portfolio. 

It Is Further Resolved, that the prior approval of the Township Board, shall be required for the 

Treasurer to invest in any other lawful investment instruments. The Township Board's standard of 

prudence shall be the "fiduciary" standard, which shall be applied in context of managing an overall 

portfolio. The Township Board may authorize the Treasurer to invest in the following: 

a) Bonds, securities, and other obligations of the United States or an agency or instrumentality of the 

United States. 

b) Commercial paper rated at the time of purchase within the 2 highest classifications established by 

not less than 2 standard rating services and that matures not more than 270 days after the date of 

purchase. 

c) Repurchase agreements consisting of instruments listed in subdivision (a). 

d) Bankers' acceptances of United States banks. 
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e) Obligations of this state or any of its political subdivisions that at the time of purchase are rated as 

investment grade by not less than 1 standard rating service. 

f) Mutual funds registered under the Investment Company Act of 1940, Title I of chapter 686, 54 Stat. 

789, 15 U.S.C. 80a-1 to 80a-3 and 80a-4 to 80a-64, with authority to purchase only investment 

vehicles that are legal for direct investment by a public corporation. However, a mutual fund is not 

disqualified as a permissible investment solely by reason of either of the following: 

i. The purchase of securities on a when-issued or delayed delivery basis. 

ii. The ability to lend portfolio securities as long as the mutual fund receives collateral at all times 

equal to at least 100% of the value of the securities loaned. 

iii. The limited ability to borrow and pledge a like portion of the portfolios assets for temporary or 

emergency purposes.  

g) Obligations described in subdivisions (a) through (g) if purchased through an interlocal agreement 

under the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, Public Act 7 of 1967 (Ex Sess), MCL 124.501, et seq. 

i. Investment pools organized under the Surplus Funds Investment Pool Act, Public Act 367 of 1982, 

MCL 129.111, et seq. 

ii. The investment pools organized under the Local Government Investment Pool Act, Public Act 121 

of 1985, MCL 129.141, et seq. 

It Is Further Resolved, that decisions and actions involving the Township's investment portfolio shall 

be meet the following criteria: 

Safety: Safety of principle is the foremost objective of Pentland Township's investment practices. 

Diversification: The investments shall be diversified by avoiding over concentration in securities from 

a specific issuer or business sector (excluding U.S. Treasury securities and insured certificates of 

deposits). 

Liquidity: The investment portfolio shall remain sufficiently liquid to meet all operating requirements 

that may be reasonably anticipated. 

Return on Investment: Return of investment is of secondary importance compared to safety and 

liquidity objectives. Investments shall be selected to obtain a market average rate of return. The core of 

investments is limited to relatively low risk securities. 

It Is Further Resolved, that the Treasurer may elect to have certificates and other evidence of 

investments held by a financial institution, provided that the financial institution presents to the 

Township Treasurer on a quarterly basis, sufficient documentation and acknowledgment of the 

investment instruments held on behalf of the Township. (PA 213 of 2007 updated) 

It Is Further Resolved, That the Township will comply with all applicable statutes related to public 

fund investments. Any provision of this resolution in conflict with applicable statutes is void. 

-end- 

Moved by Glime      Supported by Lehto 
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Upon a voice vote, the following voted: 

Ayes: Foley, Glime, Lehto, Maki, & Rathje    Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted. 

The Board then moved to Old Business, starting with an update about the ongoing litigation with the 

Village of Newberry. 

Trustee Glime and Clerk Rathje reported that they had a long phone call with our attorney about the 

lawsuit and our attorney has been emphatically asking the mediator to bring both parties back together 

in person to move this process forward. 

Treasurer Foley reported several bookings at the hall were reported in the next few months.  She also 

reported that our new hall custodian, Christie Overland, is doing a great job. 

Clerk Rathje reported the township received liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s Department 

for last month.  All of the establishments received a grade of “good”. 

Superintendent Downey went through his usual thorough written report on the state of the township’s 

water and sewer systems.  Pumps at two of the sewer lift stations are struggling to hold their prime – 

he is working on this issue.  Aside from that, the rest of the system is in generally good health. 

As part of this discussion, there was a motion to authorize Superintendent Downey to proceed with 

needed repairs for the sewer lift stations.  Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

There was no extended public comment. 

The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Tuesday, September 14, 2021, at 7:00 

pm at the Pentland Township Hall. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Glime, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:34 pm. 

 

____________________________  ____________________________ 

Gregory Rathje    Janet Maki 

Pentland Township Clerk   Pentland Township Supervisor 



 

CHECK #PAYEE AMOUNT DESCRIPTION

General Fund checks paid ahead of time: (legally known as "post audit" payments)
No early bills paid since the August meeting.

Total -$                 -$                -$                 -$               

General Fund checks to be paid today:
Payroll:

4446 Deborah Burbach 79.95$             Deputy Treasurer - 0 mtg & 0 hrs 79.95$            -$                 -$               

4447 AJ Downey 2,540.97$       
Utiilities Supervisor - with "new normal" deduction 

for Edward Jones *including* his raise.
508.19$         1,016.39$        1,016.39$     

4448 Jean Foley 677.79$          Treasurer 677.79$         -$                 -$               

4449 Bill Glime 183.54$          Trustee 183.54$         -$                 -$               

4450 Martin Lehto 302.29$          Trustee & Property Watch 302.29$         -$                 -$               

4451 Janet Maki 2,490.45$       Supervisor & Assessor 2,490.45$      -$                 -$               

4452 Christie Overland 89.94$             Hall custodian - 7.55 hrs 89.94$            -$                 -$               

4453 Jerry Overland 491.75$          Labor - Utilities - 42 hrs -$                245.88$           245.88$        

4454 Christine Rathje 133.68$          Deputy Clerk - 1 mtg & 1.00 hrs 133.68$         -$                 -$               

4455 Gregory Rathje 917.49$          Clerk 752.34$         -$                 165.15$        

4456 Terrie Slack 1,417.47$       Admin Assistant only - no hall custodian hours 472.57$         472.45$           472.45$        

Total 9,325.32$       5,690.75$      1,734.71$       1,899.86$     

Remittances:
EFT 82 US Government 2,633.39$       Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Fed.Tax/FICA/SocSec 1,633.01$      336.19$           664.19$        
4457 Michigan State Disbursement 178.50$          Child support 178.50$         -$                 -$               
4458 Michigan Dept. of Treasury 460.58$          State Withholding 293.78$         60.49$             106.31$        

Total 3,272.47$       2,105.29$      396.68$           770.50$        

Accounts Payable:

4459 AT&T 348.38$          Phone bill 84.31$            132.03$           132.04$        

4460 AT&T Mobility 119.66$          Broadband for utility office 39.88$            39.89$             39.89$          

4461 Cloverland Electric 41.04$             Twp hall - used to be annual. Used up credit! 41.04$            -$                 -$               

na Cloverland Electric -$                 
Pentland School H20 Tower - used to be annual. 

Capital credit refund! $763.20
-$                -$                 -$               

4462 Cloverland Electric 1,664.52$       Monthly regular bill 616.01$         524.15$           524.36$        

4463 D&D Home Center 309.97$          

Sewer lift station door (259.99), measuring wheel for 

Miss Digg marking (34.99), and tin snips (14.99) for 

sewer.

34.99$            274.98$           -$               

4464 Edward Jones 605.75$          
AJ's retirement acct - 250 from AJ and 250 match 

from twp, and 105.75 - his 2021 raise)
605.75$         -$                 -$               

4465 Fosters Ace 155.47$          Sewer lift station parts and more. 113.49$         41.98$             

4466 Great Lakes TV Seal 4,210.95$       Sewer lift station repairs -$                4,210.95$        -$               

4467 Luce County Road Commission 2,760.00$       Dust control - 6,000 gallons. Second treatment. 2,760.00$      -$                 -$               

4468 Pentland Utilities 3,550.00$       Hydrant Rental 3,550.00$      -$                 -$               

4469 Rolfe, Craig 1,261.53$       General fund & village lawsuit 563.78$         697.75$           -$               

4470 Security Benefit Group 80.00$             457 Plan (w/out Richards & Carmody) 80.00$            -$                 -$               

4471 Semco 15.47$             Heating for the utility office -$                7.74$               7.73$             

4472 Sensus 1,949.94$       Annual maint. fee -$                -$                 1,949.94$     

4473 Slack, Terrie 62.72$             112 miles @ 56 cents/mile 62.72$            -$                 -$               

4474 Verizon 51.28$             Cell phone -$                25.64$             25.64$          

4475 Visa 675.21$          Fuel, stamps, hall supplies, more. 213.85$         306.14$           155.22$        
17,861.89$     8,765.82$      6,261.25$       2,834.82$     -$              

Grand Total for Today 

(checks 4446 thru 4475
30,459.68$     

<-- This amount will be transferred from General Fund's 

Money Market to Checking.
16,561.86$    8,392.64$       5,505.18$     -$              

Sewer Fund Checks (post audit and today)

5220 Pentland Twp General Fund 1,935.91$       09/14 Repay General Fund Advance -$                1,935.91$        -$               

5221 Pentland Twp General Fund 8,392.64$       09/14 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                8,392.64$        -$               

Water Fund Checks (post audit and today)

6140 Pentland Twp General Fund 5,505.18$       09/14 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                   -$                     5,505.18$     
End of List!

Total

SEPTEMBER 2021 MONTHLY BILLS
Last updated September 13, 2021

General Fund Sewer Fund Water Fund Liquor Fund

Last printed 9/13/2021 10:57 AM Page 1 of 1



Year Invoice Amount Gallons

2009 691 2,520.00$     9,000            0.2800$      -                        0.00%

2010 727 2,152.00$     8,000            0.2690$      -3.9% -3.93%

2011 748 2,093.34$     7,503            0.2790$      3.7% -0.36%

2012 778 1,883.00$     7,000            0.2690$      -3.6% -3.93%

2013 816 2,093.00$     7,000            0.2990$      11.2% 6.79%

2014 832 2,009.70$     6,300            0.3190$      6.7% 13.93%

2015 865 2,089.15$     6,350            0.3290$      3.1% 17.50%

2016* 894 2,381.81$     7,445            0.3199$      -2.8% 14.26%

2016* 898 2,337.31$     7,327            0.3190$      -3.0% 13.93%

2016 TOTAL 4,719.12$     14,772         0.3195$      -2.9% 14.09%

2017* See # 1,990.45$     6,050            0.3290$      3.1% 17.50%

2017* 928 2,977.78$     9,051            0.3290$      3.0% 17.50%

2017 TOTAL 4,968.23$     15,101         0.3290$      3.0% 17.50%

2018* 942 2,247.56$     6,440            0.3490$      6.1% 24.64%

2018* 952 802.70$         2,300            0.3490$      6.1% 24.64%

2018 TOTAL 3,050.26$     8,740            0.3490$      6.1% 24.64%

2019* 974 981.60$         2,400            0.4090$      17.2% 17.50%

2019* 985 2,702.26$     6,607            0.4090$      17.2% 17.50%

2019 TOTAL 3,683.86$     9,007            0.4090$      17.2% 46.07%

2020* 1006 2,279.70$     5,100            0.4470$      9.3% 59.64%

2020* 1012 1,990.11$     3,791            0.5250$      28.4% 87.48%

2020 TOTAL 4,269.81$     8,891            0.4802$      17.4% 71.51%

2021* 1029 2,553.00$     5,550            0.4600$      -4.2% 64.29%

2021* 1040 2,760.00$     6,000            0.4600$      -4.2% 64.29%

2021 TOTAL 5,313.00$     11,550         0.4600$      -4.2% 64.29%

*That year had two treatments

# 2017 the first treatment was billed in two invoices

cost per 

gallon

% change over 

previous year

% change 

compared to 2009

Cost per gallon change

Road Commission Chloride Spraying

Printed 9/13/2021 



Date

Sewer 

Fund Check 

# Amount Balance

Paid back

 so far Note

11/12/2013 na -$                      343,000.00$       -$                  Starting balance

3/31/2020 na -$                      201,527.62$        141,472.38$    Ending balance FY 2019 - 2020

1 4/14/2020 5182 1,854.04$            199,673.58$        143,326.42$    For March 2020

2 5/12/2020 5184 1,841.63$            197,831.95$        145,168.05$    For April 2020

3 6/9/2020 5186 1,971.15$            195,860.80$        147,139.20$    For May 2020

4 7/14/2020 5188 2,258.36$            193,602.44$        149,397.56$    For June 2020

5 8/11/2020 5190 2,204.07$            191,398.37$        151,601.63$    For July 2020

6 9/8/2020 5192 2,007.04$            189,391.33$        153,608.67$    For August 2020

7 10/13/2020 5195 1,709.93$            187,681.40$        155,318.60$    For September 2020

8 11/10/2020 5197 1,772.05$            185,909.35$        157,090.65$    For October 2020

9 12/8/2020 5199 1,877.88$            184,031.47$        158,968.53$    For November 2020

10 1/12/2021 5201 1,794.84$            182,236.63$        160,763.37$    For December 2020

11 2/9/2021 5203 1,896.82$            180,339.81$        162,660.19$    For January 2021

12 3/9/2021 5206 1,713.71$            178,626.10$        164,373.90$    For February 2021

13 4/13/2021 5209 2,168.50$            176,457.60$        166,542.40$    For March 2021

14 5/11/2021 5211 1,758.42$            174,699.18$        168,300.82$    For April 2021

15 6/8/2021 5213 2,365.58$            172,333.60$        170,666.40$    For May 2021

16 7/13/2021 5216 2,709.15$            169,624.45$        173,375.55$    For June 2021

17 8/10/2021 5218 1,935.91$            167,688.54$        175,311.46$    For July 2021

18 9/14/2021 5220 2,110.46$            165,578.08$        177,421.92$    For August 2021

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

Background:

FY 2020-2021 General Fund Repayment Status

(to repay monies advanced to the Sewer Fund)

Over the years, the township's sewer fund borrowed money from the township's general fund.

Starting in late 2013, home customers begain paying a $5.20 monthly charge to repay this loan (commercial 

customers and larger residential customers pay $5.20 for every 4,000 gallons of sewer).

The loan is expected to be paid off by 2033 (perhaps sooner).  When paid off, this monthly charge ends.

9/12/2021 9:16 AM



PENTLAND TOWNSHIP - SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS AT MONTH END MONTH END

8/31/2021

GENERAL FUND Notes

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Checking 5,267.42$           

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market 460,974.39$       

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market for future purchases 127,294.56$       

First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2015-2019 196,639.53$       
CD #13333 matures 03/25/2023 1.50% 36 months. 

Five CD's consolidated into one on 3/25/2020.
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - General Fund 31,940.27$         CD #13013 matures 03/25/2023 1.3% 36 months

SEWER FUND

mBank Checking - Operating 193,249.81$       

mBank CD - Sewer Reserve 2019 10,473.27$         
CD #2455 matures 03/27/2022 1.98% 36 months

For future repairs.

WATER FUND

First National bank of St. Ignace CD - Water Reserve 44,778.35$         CD #12661 matures 09/30/2021 1.70% 36 months

TAX COLLECTION

mbank Checking 161,167.68$       

mBank Checking
Includes cash in bank, water bond & interest 

redemption, and equipment reserve.
315,278.96$       

Last printed 9/12/2021 9:37 AM



Merit – proposed hut for their broadband network 

This is part of an email they sent last month that provides some background: 

“As we discussed, I work with Merit Network  (Merit.edu - nonprofit 501 

(C)3 ) to help them locate hut locations for our fiber optic equipment 

throughout the state of Michigan. Merit provides fiber to connect 

governmental agencies, schools, universities, hospitals and libraries 

throughout Michigan.   We are working on expanding our fiber along M-

28 and are in need of a hut in the general vicinity of Pentland Twp. 

Hall.  I have attached a copy of our standard easement agreement, and 

as indicated and are able to pay $6,000 for this utility easement. We 

prefer to work with local agencies before we look elsewhere.”  

Approximate location of proposed Merit hut 

Greg and AJ met with their representative last week and found a proposed 

location.  This parcel is one of several owned by the Township here.

 

Township 

Hall 
Proposed 

location 

(approx!) 
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PERPETUAL EASEMENT 

On , 2021, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is acknowledged, 

Grantor conveys and warrants to Grantee, its successors and assigns, an exclusive and non-exclusive perpetual 

easement on, over, under, across and through a part of Grantor’s Land called the Exclusive Easement Parcel, the 

Maintenance Easement Area and Non-Exclusive Easement Area, as described below. 

"Grantor" is: _________________whose address is _____________________________________ 

"Grantee" is: Merit Network, Inc., a Michigan non-profit corporation, whose address is 880 Technology Drive, 

Suite B Ann Arbor, MI 48108  

“Grantee’s Fiber Option Cable Facilities” means a broadband fiber network consisting of but not limited to poles, 

structures, wires, cables (including fiber optic cable), conduits, anchors, power supplies, devices, and other 

equipment for transmitting and distributing communications (including writings, signs, signals, pictures and 

sounds of all kind). 

"Grantor’s Land" is land in _______________, County of __________, and State of Michigan, 

(address)___________________________________ and is described on Exhibit A attached.                

The “Exclusive Easement Parcel" is a part of Grantor’s Land and is a square parcel which is 20’ x 30’ and containing 

a building 10’x20’ (“Hut”) and backup Generator, as depicted in Exhibit B - “Hut Location Drawing.” Grantee shall 

have the exclusive right at any time to enter and use the Exclusive Easement Parcel for the purpose of constructing, 

connecting, operating, maintaining, repairing, inspecting, replacing, improving, modifying, and removing the Hut and 

Grantee’s Fiber Optic Cable Facilities located within the Hut and otherwise within the Exclusive Easement Parcel. 

Grantee’s Fiber Optic Cable Facilities within the Exclusive Easement Parcel may be above-ground, in-ground, or both, 

and may include lines of poles, wires and/or other structures and facilities running toward Grantee’s Fiber Optic 

Cable Facilities within easements held by Grantee on other land(s). 

The “Non-Exclusive Easement Area” is all portions of Grantor’s Land other than the Exclusive Easement Parcel and 

the Maintenance Easement Area.  Grantee shall have non-exclusive right at any time to enter and use the Non-Exclusive 

Easement Area for the following purposes: 

(a) for vehicular and pedestrian ingress to and egress from the Exclusive Easement Parcel and the Maintenance 

Easement Area, Grantee shall use defined access road or driveway (or parking lot, as applicable) now 

established or hereafter constructed by Grantor which provides direct access to the Exclusive Easement 

Area and the Maintenance Easement Area from a public right of way.  If no such means of ingress and 

egress exists at any time, Grantee shall be entitled to construct a road or driveway within the Non-

Exclusive Easement Area, and once constructed, Grantee shall maintain the road or driveway at Grantee’s 

expense; and, 

(b) for the purpose of constructing, connecting, operating, maintaining, repairing, inspecting, replacing, 

improving, modifying, and removing Grantee’s Fiber Optic Cable Facilities.  The fiber optic cable lines 

themselves shall be located as much as reasonably possible along the routes designated on Exhibit B as 

“Proposed Fiber.” Once the fiber optic cable lines are installed, Grantee’s use of the land areas within the 

Non-Exclusive Easement Area for Grantee’s activities relating to Grantee’s Fiber Optic Cable Facilities 

shall be limited to areas 40 feet in width on either side of each line (80 feet total), plus such other portions 

of Grantor’s Land as are reasonably required by Grantee to assure uninterrupted access to Grantee’s Fiber 

Optic Cable Facilities.  Grantee’s Fiber Optic Cable Facilities within the Non-Exclusive Easement Area 

may be above-ground, in-ground, or both, and may include lines of poles, wires and/or other structures 

and facilities running toward Grantee’s Fiber Optic Cable Facilities within easements held by Grantee 

on other land(s). 

  

The “Easement Fee” is a one-time fee paid to by the Grantee to the Grantor for the Exclusive Easement Parcel, the 

Maintenance Easement Area, and the Non-Exclusive Easement Area. 
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This grant of easement is given on the following additional terms and conditions: 

1. Buildings or Other Structures: Grantor shall not install, construct or permit any buildings, fences or 

other structures, or vegetation such as trees, within the Exclusive Easement Parcel and Maintenance 

Easement Area. Grantor shall not block access to the Exclusive Easement Parcel or the Maintenance Easement 

Area through the installation, construction or permitting of buildings, fences or other structures, or vegetation 

such as trees, within the Non-Exclusive Easement Area. 

 

2. Vegetation Management: Grantee shall have the right but not the obligation at any and all times to cut, 

trim remove, destroy or otherwise control any or all trees, bushes or brush now or hereafter standing or 

growing (a) within the Exclusive Easement Parcel or the Maintenance Easement Area, (b) within the Non 

Exclusive Easement Area as necessary for Grantee to undertake activities relating to Grantee’s Fiber Optic 

Cable Facilities within the Non-Exclusive Easement Area, and (c) within the Non Exclusive Easement Area 

as necessary to construct an access road or driveway to provide a means of ingress/egress to the Exclusive 

Easement Parcel and the Maintenance Area. 

4. Limited Use; Nonuse: It is understood that the complete exercise of the rights herein granted may be 

gradual and not fully exercised for some time in the future, and that none of the rights herein granted shall be 

lost by non-use or limited use at any time or for any length of time. 

5. Successors: The rights and obligations hereunder shall run with the land and bind and benefit Grantor’s 

and Grantee’s respective successors and assigns. It is expressly understood that this easement is assignable 

by Grantee in whole or in part. 

6. Easement Fee: Within thirty (30) days of the full execution of this easement, Grantee will pay Grantor 

a one-time fee in the amount of Six Thousand and No/100 dollars ($6,000) (“Easement Fee”).  Said Easement 

Fee will be paid to Grantor at the address listed below: 

 

 

                                                                 Name:      ________________ 

Address:  _________________ 

                   _________________ 

Phone:      __________________  

 

 

Dated on this ____________day of ________________ 2021 

 

By:______________________________________________ 

GRANTOR: __________________________ 

ITS:                ___________________________ 

 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 

               ) SS. 

County of ___________         ) 

 

 

 On this ______ day of ___________________2021, before me personally appeared ______________,  

its _____________________, and made oath that he has read the foregoing Easement Agreement and has 

executed the same as his free act and deed on behalf of said corporation. 

 
 

By:______________________________________ 

 

Name:___________________________________ 

 



 

Page 3 of 5 3 

Notary Public, ______________County, Michigan 

 

Acting in ___________________ County, Michigan 

 

My Commission Expires: ___________________  

 

 

EXEMPT FROM TRANSFER TAXES PURSUANT TO MCL 207.505(f) AND 207.526(f) 

Prepared by Karen Smith, V.P. Finance & Administration with Merit Network, Inc., 880 Technology Drive, Suite B 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108, telephone number (734) 527-5790. When recorded, return to Merit Network, Inc.   

 

Merit Network, Inc. 

        

By: ________________________________  

 Karen Smith 

  

       Its: V.P. Finance & Administration/CFO  

 

 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 

               ) SS. 

County of Washtenaw            ) 

 

 

 On this ______ day of ___________________2021, before me personally appeared Karen Smith, the 

VP Finance & Administration/CFO of Merit Network, Inc., a Michigan Non-profit corporation, and made oath 

that she has read the foregoing Easement Agreement and has executed the same as her free act and deed on 

behalf of said corporation. 

 

       ______________________________________ 

       Mary Paulus, 

       Notary Public, Wayne County, Michigan 

       Acting in Washtenaw County 

       My commission expires: __________________ 

 

 

 

 
EXEMPT FROM TRANSFER TAXES PURSUANT TO MCL 207.505(f) AND 207.526(f).  Prepared by Karen 

Smith, V.P. Finance & Administration with Merit Network, Inc., 880 Technology Drive, Suite B Ann Arbor, MI 

48108, telephone number (734) 527-5790. When recorded, return to Merit Network, Inc.



 

 

EXHIBIT A – Property Legal Description 

 (Grantor’s Parcel) 

 

 
LOCATION:                      

 

PROPERTY ADDRESS:   

 

PARCEL:                     

 

Parcel Described as: 



 

 

EXHIBIT B – Hut Location Drawing 

(Pending Surveyed Site Drawing ) 

 

 

 



Sept 14, 2021 Infrastructure/ Facilities Report 
Clerical 
7 Miss Digs with 19 requiring marking.  (3 Emergency Miss dig calls after hours 3 hours labor) (11 reg  
hours labor). 
 
Meters read 9/01, Bills sent 9/01.  
 
Continued the process of documenting the BS&A system with work instruction. Word documents that 
contain multiple screenshots. 
 
Water Sample tests performed 08/25/2021 No Discrepancies 
 
Sept water samples scheduled for 08/20/2021 
 
Yearly DEQ Water Samples in process for Partial Chem, Nitrates, and Volatile Organics 
 
3 year DEQ Water Sanitary Survey conducted on 9/09/2021 
 
Installed new entry door on M123 lift Station. 
 
Infrastructure 
        
       Possible sale of property to Semco Energy ($4k waiting on our attorney and Mark Rivard) 
       Possible easement to Merit near hall.  

• Sensus equipment partially converted to new wireless. 

• Water Account:  Remaining Auto Read radio transmitters ordered 4/15 ($22,000.00) ETA Late 
Augustish (computer chip shortage) 

• PO’s released to Crane for new Sewer pumps on M123 and M28, and also repair of existing outlet 
high pressure line. ($40kish) 
 
Moving ahead with McDonalds new Sewer and Water service in beginning of Oct. 

 
Breakdowns 

1) M123 Lift Station Breakdown (Single Pump) 9/06/21 
2) M28 Lift Station (Single Pump) 9/08/21 

 
Procurement requests: 
 
 N/A 
New Discussion: 

1) Credit Card Utility Billing (On Going) 
2) New utility bill on cards or folded  
3) Pentland Debris dump area 
 

Old Discussion: 
1) Scrap metal run to Reid metal when we do water sample to S.S.M  
3) In process** Fire Extinguishers recharged Lanmar  
4) In Process ** 2 Doors 36” D&D 



 

 

Pentland Township Supervisor’s Report 
September 2021 

 
AMAR Certificate of Excellence: We received from the state tax commission on 
8-17-21 a letter and certificate of excellence on our perfect score on the AMAR 
reviews conducted in Luce County in 2020.  AMAR reviews are conducted every 5 
years.  
 
2021 summer mileages: The tax bills are out based on taxable value of 
45,456,441. 
State Ed  6.000 
Co Operating 5.28850 
TAS Operating      18.00000 
 
Assessor Continuing Education Credit Hours:  I am registered to attend the UP 
assessor’s two day course on September 21 & 22, for some training and credit 
hours. Assessor must receive 16 credit hours yearly to remain certified.  
 

L-4029 Tax Rate Request for 2021: Attached is the millage request report to 
county board of commissioners. The equalization has been willing to provide this 
to the township’s on behave of the township. This report is typically done by the 
township clerk. The township clerk & supervisor signs this form and returns to 
equalization by September 30th.  
 
Preliminary Sales Study of Residential Class by Equalization: I received a 
preliminary study of the residential class based on sales for the 24 month period 
4-1-19 to 3-31-21 at 46.30.  This would mean an increase in the residential class to 
reach 49% required.  
 
Here is why some tax bills have differences in the mills collected. 
CLASS 251: Commercial Personal Property: exempt 12 mills school operating.  (pay 6 out of 18 
mills) and pays 6 mills set tax. This is most personal property bills 
 
CLASS 351: Industrial Personal Property: exempt 6 mills set tax, exempt 18 mills school 
operating. These apply to Industrial personal property parcels.  Pentland currently have two 
parcels in the 351 class for Northern Hardwoods LLC, parcel 004-900-000-1300 and (004-900-
000-0193 which is an IFT parcel). both of these parcels have filed an eligible manufacturing  
personal property application.  



 

 

IFT parcels in the past were classed in 093 Class and included both personal IFT and Real IFT 
classed together, and with new CAMA standards for REAL IFT’S are now classed as 301 for real 
IFT along with all other Industrial real parcels. The identifier to distinguish an IFT parcels is in 
the parcel number “990”, we now have one parcel as Real IFT know as 004-990-000-0192 
Northern Hardwoods in 301 class. 
 
301 CLASS-IFT REAL PARCELS: IFT real parcels can pay 6 mills set tax (will say on Cert), pays ½ if 
18 mills school operating and ½ other mills. One parcel 004-990-000-1092 
 
101 Agricultural Class: Parcels actively farmed and classed as 101 are entitled to the exemption 
of 18 mills school operating, similar to the principal resident exemption.  
 
CAMA Compliant Standards of Classes in Assessing: The State Tax Commission approved on 
4-6-21 the CAMA Compliant Standards with updated classes, terms of sale, type of deeds etc. I 
am attaching the updated classes for assessing. In the next round of AMAR reviews, starting in 
2022, I am sure they will be checking to see if all the CAMA standards have been put in place. 
Pentland Township became CAMA compliant in May 2021 implementing the changes into the 
assessing data base.   
 
Luce County Commissioner’s Update: Meeting minutes attached.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







ORIGINAL TO: County Clerk(s) Michigan Department of Treasury
614 (Rev. 01-21) COPY TO: Equalization Department(s) L-4029 

COPY TO: Each township or city clerk 
2021 Tax Rate Request (This form must be completed and submitted on or before September 30, 2021) 

Carefully read the instructions on page 2. MILLAGE REQUEST REPORT TO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
This form is issued under authority of MCL Sections 211.24e, 211.34 and 211.34d. Filing is mandatory; Penalty applies. 

County(ies) Where the Local Government Unit Levies Taxes 2021 Taxable Value of ALL Properties in the Unit as of 5-24-2021 

Local Government Unit Requesting Millage Levy For LOCAL School Districts: 2021 Taxable Value excluding Principal Residence, Qualified Agricutlural, Qualified Forest, Industrial 
Personal and Commercial Personal Properties. 

This form must be completed for each unit of government for which a property tax is levied. Penalty for non-filing is provided under MCL Sec 211.119. The following tax rates have been authorized 
for levy on the 2021 tax roll. 

(1) 
Source 

(2) 
Purpose of 

Millage 

(3) 
Date of 
Election 

(4) 
Original 
Millage 

Authorized by 
Election 

Charter, etc. 

(5) ** 
2020 Millage Rate 

Permanently 
Reduced by MCL 

211.34d 
"Headlee" 

(6) 
2021 Current 

Year "Headlee" 
Millage Reduction 

Fraction 

(7) 
2021 Millage 

Rate Permanently 
Reduced by MCL 

211.34d 
"Headlee" 

(8) 
Sec. 211.34 Truth in 

Assessing or 
Equalization Millage 
Rollback Fraction 

(9) 
Maximum 
Allowable 

Millage Levy * 

(10) 
Millage 

Requested to be 
Levied July 1 

(11) 
Millage 

Requested to be 
Levied Dec. 1 

(12) 
Expiration 

Date of 
Millage 

Authorized 

Prepared by Telephone Number Title of Preparer Date 

CERTIFICATION: As the representatives for the local government unit named above, we certify that these requested tax levy rates have been 
reduced, if necessary to comply with the state constitution (Article 9, Section 31), and that the requested levy rates have also been reduced, if necessary, 
to comply with MCL Sections 211.24e, 211.34 and, for LOCAL school districts which levy a Supplemental (Hold Harmless) Millage, 380.1211(3). 

Clerk Signature Print Name Date 

Secretary 

Chairperson Signature Print Name Date 

President 

* Under Truth in Taxation, MCL Section 211.24e, the governing body may decide to levy a rate which will not exceed the maximum authorized rate 
allowed in column 9. The requirements of MCL 211.24e must be met prior to levying an operating levy which is larger than the base tax rate but not 
larger than the rate in column 9. 

Local School District Use Only. Complete if requesting 
millage to be levied. See STC Bulletin 2 of 2021 for 
instructions on completing this section. 

Total School District Operating 
Rates to be Levied (HH/Supp 
and NH Oper ONLY) Rate 

For Principal Residence, Qualified 
Ag, Qualified Forest and Industrial 
Personal 

For Commercial Personal 

For all Other 

** IMPORTANT: See instructions on page 2 regarding where to find the millage rate used in column (5). 
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Regular Meeting  

Luce County Board of Commissioners 

Tuesday, August 17, 2021 @ 4:30 p.m. 

Circuit Courtroom – County Government Building 

407 W. Harrie Street 

Newberry, MI  49868 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Clark, Morrison, Erickson and Henry  

ABSENT:    Commissioner French     

GUESTS:    Gary Moulton, Jeanine Blakely, Tammy Henry, Mark Rivard  

                     

The Chair led the Pledge of Allegiance.      

 

Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 

  

RESOLVED, to approve the agenda with the following addition: 

 

1. Add Pathways resolution in opposition of privatizing mental health care services. 

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent. 

 

Erickson upon support of Henry offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the Finance Meeting dated July 13, 2021 and the  

Regular Meeting dated July 20, 2021 as presented. 

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent. 

 

Henry upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent.  

 

Public Comment: 

 

None 

 

Erickson upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the request from Luce County Housing Commission to appoint 

Calvin Ruby to the Luce County Housing Commission Board.     

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent.  
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Erickson upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to accept the bid from Compudyne for IT services in the Luce County 

Government Building.  

 

Ayes: Commissioners, Clark, Morrison, Erickson 

Nays: Commissioner Henry 

 

The resolution was declared adopted. Commissioner French absent.  

 

Henry upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to  approve the request from Luce County Animal Shelter Board to appoint 

Donna Hamilton to fill the vacant position on the Luce County Animal Shelter Board 

term to expire 12-31-2021.  

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent.  

 

Erickson upon support Henry offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the request from Tammy Henry, Luce County EDC Director for 

loan approval for John and Jamie Styes owners of Styes Guys BBQ.  

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent.  

 

Erickson upon support of Henry offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the request from Tammy Henry, Luce County EDC Director for 

loan approval for Rob and Angie Doughty for the purchase of Timber Charlies 

Restaurant.  

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent. 

 

Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the resolution from Pathways to not privatize Mental Health 

care services and authorize the Chairperson to sign document. 

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent.  

 

County Administrator Gary Moulton presented monthly financial reports to the board.   

 

Old Business: 
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Commissioner Erickson reported that the Sheriff Department has been keeping daily logs 

of the temperature in the office. Commissioner Clark stated that she wanted a reminder 

sent out to the offices in the building of the policy in place not allowing children in the 

offices during working hours.  

 

New Business: 

  

None 

 

Department Head Reports: 

 

None 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Commissioner Erickson attended the following committee meetings: Luce County 

Ambulance meeting was rescheduled and Luce County Airport.  

 

Commissioner Henry attended the following meetings: Luce County Parks and Rec.      

 

Commissioner Morrison attended the following meetings: July meetings, LMAS, HNJ 

Hospital and Pathways. August meetings, LMAS, Judicial Council and Pathways. 

 

Commissioner French absent. 

 

Commissioner Clark attended the following committee meetings: Had no meetings to 

report.  

 

Public Comment: 

 

None 

 

Henry upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLVED, to pay claims as previously approved by the claims and audit committee as 

follows: 

 

101    General Fund         50,239.21          205      ORV                           368.89   

207    Marine Safety                496.45          208      Parks & Rec.          13,093.32              

211    Extension                       208.32          236      Vet Serv Fund          1,487.34           

239    Animal Shelter            3,177.89          258      Emerg Man                     1.02             

260    Indig Def Fund              714.53          261      Shoot range                   28.34            

263    CPL Fund                        18.87          265      911                           2,541.87 

266    Sheriff Mill                    989.27          269      Law Library                212.62                     

295    Airport                        1,618.37          296      Drug Court               2,303.59           

701    Trust & Agency                 1.02 
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Grand Total $77,500.92 

 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner French absent. 

 

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

__________________________________ ___________________________________ 

Michelle Clark, Chair    Sharon J. Price, Clerk 

 

    

 

 



PENTLAND TOWNSHIP 
CLERK’S REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 

1. Merit  

a. Last month we were contacted by Merit – a nonprofit that has been providing 

internet access in Michigan for many years (including here years ago). 

b. Merit is expanding their fiber optic network in the UP (not renting other 

company’s fiber – they’re putting in their own). 

c. The system requires a system of huts (that’s their term) roughly every 50 

miles or so to keep the system working. 

d. These huts are not offices – they just hold computers and such.  They’re 

connected to the local electric grid and have their own backup generator from 

a propane tank.  No water or sewer hookup needed. 

e. We wouldn’t support this facility (no tech support, no maintenance, no lawn 

mowing, and no snow removal…none).  Merit does this. 

f. Merit likes to work with local governments to place their huts, which is why 

they came to us. 

i. The adjoining parcel to our hall is a great location for them.  See 

elsewhere in our board packet for a map. 

g. AJ and I met with their rep last week to talk and walk around our property. 

h. We found a good spot about 50-ish feet (that’s my guess) to the west of the 

hall driveway.   

i. You can see several small wooden stakes in the ground marking the 

spot. There’s nothing there – only trees.   

ii. Merit would build a short driveway off of M-28 and set up the hut on a 

concrete pad. 

i. Merit would like an easement – see elsewhere in our packet for draft 

language. 

i. They would pay us $6,000 for this easement. 

j. I sent the language to our attorney, and he proposed a few small changes. 

k. No action needed tonight – hopefully there will be a final draft next month. 

l. If we agree - once this building is built, we could sign up for an account with 

Merit for broadband service for the hall. 

2. Census drop 

a. As you saw in the Newberry News a few weeks ago – Pentland lost about 

1,000 people (out of roughly 2,500).   

b. This sure seems like the Census forgot to include the prison (which was 

about 1,000 inmates).  No other prison town in the UP had this happen. 
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c. This affects us in several ways.   

i. The county commissioner districts (which will be redrawn this fall).  This 

drop means the commissioner boundaries will move around a lot.   

ii. Even more important to our township is the potential loss of revenue 

sharing – we could lose roughly $45,000 (out of roughly $180,000). 

d. I’m working on this and will have more to report next month. 

3. NCF meeting 

a. I attended a zoom meeting for the prison’s community liaison group. 

b. It was mostly a routine meeting – announcements about staff promotions and 

retirements. An update about looking for more staff. 

c. I asked about the census numbers and why NCF wasn’t counted in our 

township.  They said a staffer who was looking into this. 

4. Semco 

a. I had a good phone call with a rep from Semco last month, asking him to 

work with Mark Rivard (our county building official) to move things along. 

5. Deputy Clerk 

a. To recap – my previous deputy resigned last month, so I appointed Christine 

(my wife) in the short term until I find a new person.  

b. I asked her to work on scanning in old township minutes. 

i. This is not only a backup in case (Heaven forbid) something happens to 

the original books, but these files are “searchable”. 

6. Village lawsuit 

a. Small step forward – last Tuesday the mediator asked both sides to provide 

dates that would work this fall for both sides to come together in person like 

last year. 

b. Bill and I shared our calendars immediately – no word back yet from the 

Village about their dates. 

c. I hope we have more news to report soon! 

7. American Rescue Plan 

a. No word from the state yet about our application. 

8. Election in November – quick facts (mostly repeat) 

a. It’s official! We’re going to have a November election! 

b. Tuesday, November 2…what’s on the ballot? 

i. So far, we have four county millage renewals and TAS bond proposal.  

ii. The county millages are for Airport, Parks and Rec. & MSU, Sheriff and 

Child Care.  All four are renewals. 

c. Ballots should be here this week to begin sending out to absentee voters. 

9. Pot shop? 
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a. I haven’t heard back from the pot shop company (or anyone else) about if, 

where, and when a pot store is coming to Newberry. 

10. Postage increase 

a. In case you haven’t heard – our cost to send bills and election mail went up 

last month.  A first-class stamp went up 51 cents to 53 cents. 

11. Liquor inspection reports from last month. 

a. We have this month’s liquor inspection reports – they’re all good! 

12. “Open loops” I’m working on, or waiting on 

a. The Merit easement document. 

b. What happened to our census figures. 

c. For the ARP funds - prep our account on “SAM” (it’s a federal website). 

d. Working on the Par-Plan grant with AJ. 

e. A bit more digging on this mystery pot shop. 

13. Facebook page 

a. We have a Facebook page!  Enter “Pentland Township” in FB’s search bar. 

b. We now have 433 likes!  When will we hit 450?!?! 

c. Our Facebook page began in late January of 2018…it’s been 3.5 years! 

14. Time tracking 

a. Finally, I thought it might be useful to share my time working and volunteering 

for the township. 

b. I track my time for the various things I do (jobs, volunteering, and such). 

Clerk’s Time August 2021 
Time 

(hours:minutes) 

TOTAL TIME 44h 54m  

Bookkeeping (the audit and routine stuff like payroll, bills and budgets…) 26h 05m 

Elections (Qualified Voter File and more) 1h 33m 

General work (minutes, meeting prep, regular filing, mail…) 12h 47m 

Sewer issues with the Village* 2h 51m 

Other (mostly Merit and Semco)* 1h 38m 

(all times rounded to nearest minute) 

*I volunteer for the Township to do these things – they’re not part of  
my legal duties as Clerk. 

 

That’s it! 
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