
PENTLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

AGENDA 

MARCH 9, 2021 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call 
Changes to the Agenda 

Brief Public Comment 
Approval of Minutes 
Approval of Bills  

Treasurer’s Report 
New business 

• Very quick update on current and next year’s budget. 
Old Business: 

• Updates on wastewater litigation w/the Village and sewer lagoon 

• Future Hall Bookings  

• Liquor Inspection Reports 

• Water and Sewer Updates 

o Lots of stuff here! 

• Open for Other Reports 

• Communications 
Extended Public Comment 

Next Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 23, 2021 @ 7:00 pm 
Adjournment  
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Note – because of the public health emergency caused by the corona virus (also known as ‘COVID 
19’), the Township Board’s meeting today was held electronically in accordance with the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services order of several weeks ago. 

Board members and the public were able to call in or connect via Zoom.com.   

Information about how to call or log in was posted at the township hall, utilities office, the 
township’s website and Facebook page.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki. 

Board members present: Treasurer Jean Foley, Trustee Bill Glime, Trustee Martin Lehto, 
Supervisor Janet Maki, and Clerk Greg Rathje.  Absent: none. 

In compliance with recent changes to the Open Meetings Act – all five members of the Township 
Board stated they were attending tonight’s meeting from their homes in Pentland Township. 

Also present: Utilities Superintendent AJ Downey, Lilly Harmon, Christine Rathje, the Newberry 
News (briefly before logging off) and Roxanna Transit. 

There were no changes to tonight’s agenda. 

There was no brief public comment. 

The Board then turned to approval of the minutes. 

Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the regular meeting of January 12, 2021, for approval. 

Motion by Glime, seconded by Lehto, to approve these minutes.  Ayes: All. Motion carried. 
Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The bills were presented by Clerk Rathje. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Glime, to approve the following five items in one motion: 

1. General Fund check number 4190, per Pentland Township’s “Post Audit” policy. (This 
policy explains how bills are paid between meetings) 

2. General Fund check numbers 4191 through 4220 and EFT74 for payment today. 
3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5203 through 5204 for payments approved today. 
4. Water Fund check number 6130 for payments approved today. 
5. Transfer $46,317.77 from First National Bank of St. Ignace’s Municipal Account to the 

Checking Account. 

The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer Foley.   

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to receive the Treasurer’s Report.  Ayes: all. Motion carried. 
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The Board then moved to new business. 

Supervisor Maki presented Resolution 2021-01 and explained that a recent change in state law 
requires the Township to adopt this new policy. 

 

Resolution 2021-01 

Pentland Township Board Resolution to Adopt Poverty Exemption Income  
Guidelines and Asset Test 

2021-___ 

WHEREAS, the principal residence of a person who, in the judgment of the Assessor and Board of 
Review, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute to the public charges is eligible for 
exemption in whole or part from taxation under the General Property Tax Act; and 

WHEREAS, the township board is required by Section 7u of the General Property Tax Act, Public 
Act 206 of 1893 (MCL 211.7u), to adopt guidelines for poverty exemptions; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCL 211.7u, that Pentland Township, Luce County, adopts the following 
guidelines for the Board of Review to implement. 

The guidelines shall include but not be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the 
claimant and all persons residing in the household, including any property tax credit returns, filed in 
the current or immediately preceding year. To be eligible, a person shall do all the following on an 
annual basis:  

1) Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the property for which an exemption is 
requested.  

2) File a claim with the Assessor or Board of Review, accompanied by federal and state income tax 
returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, including any property tax credit returns 
filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year or a signed State Tax Commission 
Form 4988, Poverty Exemption Affidavit. 

3) File a claim reporting that the combined assets of all persons do not exceed the current 
guidelines. Assets include but are not limited to, real estate other than the principal residence, 
personal property, motor vehicles, recreational vehicles and equipment, certificates of deposit, 
savings accounts and checking accounts, stocks, bonds, life insurance, retirement funds, etc.  

4) Produce a valid drivers' license or other form of identification, if requested.  

5) Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property for which an 
exemption is requested, if requested.  

6) Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determined annually by the United 
States Department of Health and Human Services. 
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7) The application for an exemption shall be filed after January 1, but one day prior to the last day 
of the December Board of Review. The filing of this claim constitutes an appearance before the 
Board of Review for the purpose of preserving the right of appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 

8) Meet additional eligibility requirements as determined by the township board, including: A 

MAXIMUM ASSET VALUE OF $10,000.00, to be eligible for the exemption. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 253 of 2020, if a person claiming an exemption qualified under the 
eligibility requirements, the Board of Review shall grant the exemption in whole or in part, as 
follows: 

a) A full exemption equal to a 100% reduction in taxable value for the tax year in which the 
exemption is granted. 

b) A partial exemption equal to 1 of the following: 

(i) A 50% or 25% reduction in taxable value for the tax year in which the exemption is 
granted. 

(ii) As approved by the State Tax Commission, any other percentage reduction in taxable 
value for the tax year in which the exemption is granted, applied in a form and manner 
prescribed by the State Tax Commission. 

WHEREAS, the commission resolves to permit a principal residence exempt from the collection of 
taxes under this section in tax year 2019 or 2020, or both, to remain exempt under this section in tax 
years 2021, 2022 and 2023 without subsequent reapplication for the exemption, provided there has 
not been a change in ownership or occupancy status of the person eligible for exemption and to 
permit a principal residence exempt for the first time from the collection of taxes under this section 
in tax year 2021, 2022, or 2023 to remain exempt under this section for up to 3 additional years 
after its initial year of exempt status without subsequent reapplication for the exemption, provided 
there has not been a change in ownership or occupancy status of the person eligible for exemption 
and if the person who establishes initial eligibility receives a fixed income solely from public 
assistance that is not subject to significant annual increases beyond the rate of inflation, such as 
federal Supplemental Security Income or Social Security disability or retirement benefits; 

WHEREAS, both of the following apply to a person who obtains an extended exemption: 

(a) The person shall file with the local assessing unit, in a form and manner prescribed by the State 
Tax Commission, an affidavit rescinding the exemption as extended under this subsection within 45 
days after either of the following, if applicable: 

(i) The person ceases to own or occupy the principal residence for which the exemption was 
extended. 

(ii) The person experiences a change in household assets or income that defeats eligibility for the 
exemption. 

(b) If the person fails to file a rescission as required and the property is later determined to be 
ineligible for the exemption, the person is subject to repayment of any additional taxes with interest. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Assessor and Board of Review shall follow the 
above stated policy and federal guidelines in granting, extending, or denying an exemption, unless 
the Board of Review determines there are substantial and compelling reasons why there should be a 
deviation from the policy and federal guidelines and these reasons are communicated in writing to 
the claimant. 

Moved by Foley      Supported by Glime 

Upon a voice vote, the following voted: 

Ayes: Foley, Glime, Lehto, Maki, & Rathje    Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted. 

The Board then reviewed the proposed meeting schedule for 2021-2022. 

Trustee Lehto caught a typo for the proposed date for the June meeting – it should be June 8, 2021, 
instead of June 15.  There was unanimous consent to correct the error. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to adopt the 2021-2022 meeting schedule.  

Ayes: all. Motion carried.  (A copy of the meeting schedule is attached to these minutes.) 

The Board turned to filling a remaining vacancy for an alternate position on the Board of Review. 

Clerk Rathje reported that Melinda Masich was the one person who applied for this vacancy. 

There was unanimous consent to put into one motion all five choices for the Board of Review (three 
members and two alternates) so Clerk Rathje can schedule swearing in this body with the ten days 
set by law. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Maki, to appoint Louise Eddy, Russ Garrod, and Jack Thomas to the 
Board of Review with Laurie Gordon and Melinda Masich as alternates.  These terms will expire on 
December 31, 2022. 

After discussion, the vote was ayes all.  Motion carried, 

The Board then moved to Old Business, starting with an update on a proposed sewer lagoon and the 
ongoing litigation with the Village of Newberry. 

Trustee Glime reported that several weeks ago he, our attorney, and Clerk Rathje had a 90 minute 
phone conference discussing a revised draft agreement our attorney had prepared.  After more work 
on the draft, it was sent to the mediator and the Village that afternoon (Tuesday, February 9).   

The next step in this process is for the mediator and the Village to review our version and reply. 

Clerk Rathje reported on a phone call he had today with Jeff Mudroch, the engineer working on the 
sewer lagoon.  Mr. Mudroch has been communicating frequently with the United States Department 
of Agriculture for funding for this project. 
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The USDA is willing to consider funding the lagoon.  However, they would like to see the lawsuit 
with the Village completed before moving forward.   

Treasurer Foley reported there is one new booking at the hall in the month of May. 

Clerk Rathje reported the township received a set of liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s 
Department last month.  All of the establishments that were open received a grade of “good”. 

Superintendent Downey updated the Board on the state of the township’s water and sewer systems, 
which are in generally good health.   

Included in his thorough report was the recent sewer backup in the Laurel Lea subdivision.  
Superintendent thanked the Village of Newberry for sending a team with the right gear needed to 
break up the blockage. 

As always, the Board thanked Superintendent Downey for his time and efforts for our community. 

Under communications to the Township Board, Clerk Rathje reported that there will not be an 
election this May – the deadline has passed for a proposal to be sent to the voters.  State law sets 
August and November as the two remaining possible dates for an election this year. 

The Board also had a brief discussion about the large value of the weekly emails sent from the 
Michigan Townships Association (also known as the MTA). 

Clerk Rathje also asked Supervisor Maki to review the forms for assessing and the Board of Review 
that are available on the township’s website – are those forms still current.  Supervisor Maki said 
she would check and get back to him. 

There was no extended public comment. 

The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 7:00 
pm at the Pentland Township Hall. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 

 

____________________________  ____________________________ 
Gregory Rathje    Janet Maki 
Pentland Township Clerk   Pentland Township Supervisor 



 

 

Regular Schedule of 
Township Board Meetings 

Pentland Township 
15474 M-28 

Newberry, MI 49868 
906-293-8755 

 

The Pentland Township Board will meet on the following dates for the 2021 - 2022 year. 

All meetings will begin at 7:00 pm and will take place at  

the Pentland Township Hall, 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI 49868: 

 

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 

Thursday, May 11 

Tuesday, June 8 

Tuesday, July 13 

Tuesday, August 10 

Tuesday, September 14 

Tuesday, October 12 

Tuesday, November 9 

Tuesday, December 14 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 

Tuesday, February 8 

Tuesday, March 8 

Tuesday, March 22 

 

This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, 

(MCL 41.72a(2)(3)) and the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

The Pentland Township Board will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 

signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 

individuals with disabilities at the meeting or public hearing upon 14 days notice to the Pentland Township 

Board. 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Township Board by 

writing or calling Greg Rathje, Pentland Township Clerk, PO Box 412, Newberry, MI 49868, 906-293-8755. 

Posted on March 10, 2021 
 
By: Pentland Township Clerk 



 

CHECK #PAYEE AMOUNT DESCRIPTION

General Fund checks paid ahead of time: (legally known as "post audit" payments)
4221 Cloverland Electric 1,838.97$       02/18 Regular monthly bill 621.93            645.94             571.10          

4222 Eric's Septic Service 2,745.00$       02/18 Hauled out sewage from Laurel Lea backup. -                  2,745.00          -                 

4223 Pentland Twp Tax Account 14,922.86$     
02/18 Transfer money state incorrectly deposited into 

General Fund
14,922.86      -                    -                 

4224 Semco 128.57$          02/18 Heating for utility office -                  64.29               64.28             

4225 Village of Newberry 435.34$          02/18 Their team was a big help with Laurel Lea. -                  435.34             -                 

Total 20,070.74$    15,544.79$   3,890.57$       635.38$        

General Fund checks to be paid today:
Payroll:

4226 Deborah Burbach 79.95$             Deputy Treasurer - 0 mtg & 1.75 hrs 79.95$            -$                 -$               

4227 Caryn DeWyse 101.57$          Deputy Clerk - 0 mtg & 0 hrs 101.57$         -$                 -$               

4228 AJ Downey 2,549.06$       
Utiilities Supervisor - with "new normal" deduction 

for Edward Jones
509.81$         1,019.62$       1,019.62$     

4229 Jean Foley 677.78$          Treasurer 677.78$         -$                 -$               

4230 Bill Glime 183.54$          Trustee 183.54$         -$                 -$               

4231 Martin Lehto 302.29$          Trustee & Property Watch 302.29$         -$                 -$               

4232 Janet Maki 2,490.46$       Supervisor & Assessor 2,490.46$      -$                 -$               

4233 Jerry Overland 214.40$          Labor - Utilities - 18 hrs -$                107.20$           107.20$        

4234 Gregory Rathje 917.50$          Clerk 752.35$         -$                 165.15$        

4235 Mike Richards 83.80$             Labor - Utilities - 4 hrs -$                41.90$             41.90$          

4236 Terrie Slack 1,299.19$       Admin Assistant & Interim Custodian - 0 hours 432.99$         433.10$           433.10$        

Total 8,899.54$       5,530.74$      1,601.82$       1,766.97$     

Remittances:
EFT 75 US Government 2,513.28$       Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Fed.Tax/FICA/SocSec 1,594.89$      435.00$           483.39$        
4237 Michigan State Disbursement 178.50$          Child support 178.50$         -$                 -$               
4238 Michigan Dept. of Treasury 433.60$          State Withholding 280.79$         72.95$             79.86$          

Total 3,125.38$       2,054.18$      507.95$           563.25$        

Accounts Payable:

4239 AT&T 345.06$          Phone bill 84.08$            130.49$           130.49$        

4240 Cloverland Electric 40.65$             Pentland School H20 Tower - used to be annual. -$                -$                 40.65$          

4241 Cloverland Electric 1,908.30$       Monthly regular bill 621.93$         706.08$           580.29$        

Cloverland Electric -$                 Twp hall - used to be annual. 41.42 credit! -$                -$                 -$               

4242 Edward Jones 500.00$          
AJ's retirement acct - "new normal" payment (250 

from AJ and 250 match from twp)
500.00$         -$                 -$               

4243 EGLE 580.00$          Water testing -$                -$                 580.00$        

4244 Fosters Ace 126.28$          Watchlight for hall, light for sewer. 25.99$            99.99$             0.30$             

4245 HNJH 46.50$             Drug testing for Jerry Overland -$                23.25$             23.25$          

4246 IT Right 300.00$          Backup service for hall, AJ and Terrie's computers. 100.00$         100.00$           100.00$        

4247 KCI 483.26$          Assessing notices - postage was last month 483.26$         -$                 -$               

4248 Lynn Auto Parts 10.58$             Grease for sewer system -$                10.58$             -$               

4249 National Office Products 138.70$          Supplies for treasurer and utility office. -$                69.35$             69.35$          

4250 Newberry News 234.00$          Assessing, Board of Review, and sewer notices 174.00$         60.00$             -$               

4251 Pentland Utilities 3,550.00$       Hydrant Rental 3,550.00$      -$                 -$               

4252 Rolfe, Craig 1,898.01$       All sewer lawsuit. -$                1,898.01$       -$               

4253 Sault Ste. Marie 36.00$             Water testing -$                -$                 36.00$          

4254 Security Benefit Group 80.00$             457 Plan (w/out Richards & Carmody) 80.00$            -$                 -$               

4255 Semco 164.59$          Heating for the utility office -$                82.29$             82.30$          

4256 Slack, Terrie 55.20$             96 miles @ 57.5 cents/mile 55.20$            -$                 -$               

4257 Verizon 50.31$             Cell phone -$                25.16$             25.15$          

4258 Visa 913.43$          
Fuel (184.09), utility office supplies (41.34), and 

postage for utilities (688.00).
61.37$            426.03$           426.03$        

11,460.87$    5,735.83$      3,631.23$       2,093.81$     -$              

Grand Total for Today 

(checks 4226 - 4258)
23,485.79$    

<-- This amount will be transferred from General Fund's 

Money Market to Checking.
13,320.75$   5,741.00$       4,424.03$     -$              

Turn over to other side!

Total

MARCH 2021 MONTHLY BILLS
Last updated March 8, 2021

General Fund Sewer Fund Water Fund Liquor Fund
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CHECK #PAYEE AMOUNT DESCRIPTION

MARCH 2021 MONTHLY BILLS
Last updated March 8, 2021

General Fund Sewer Fund Water Fund Liquor Fund

Sewer Fund Checks (post audit and today)

5205 Pentland Twp General Fund 3,890.57$       02/18 Repay General Fund for approved bills 3,890.57$       

5206 Pentland Twp General Fund 1,713.71$       03/09 Repay General Fund Advance -$                1,713.71$       -$               

5207 Pentland Twp General Fund 5,741.00$       03/09 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                5,741.00$       -$               

Water Fund Checks (post audit and today)

6131 Pentland Twp General Fund 635.38$          02/18 Repay General Fund for approved bills 635.38$        

6132 Pentland Twp General Fund 4,424.03$       03/09 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                  -$                    4,424.03$     

End of List!
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Date

Sewer 

Fund Check 

# Amount Balance

Paid back

 so far Note

11/12/2013 na -$                      343,000.00$       -$                  Starting balance

3/31/2020 na -$                      201,527.62$        141,472.38$    Ending balance FY 2019 - 2020

1 4/14/2020 5182 1,854.04$            199,673.58$        143,326.42$    For March 2020

2 5/12/2020 5184 1,841.63$            197,831.95$        145,168.05$    For April 2020

3 6/9/2020 5186 1,971.15$            195,860.80$        147,139.20$    For May 2020

4 7/14/2020 5188 2,258.36$            193,602.44$        149,397.56$    For June 2020

5 8/11/2020 5190 2,204.07$            191,398.37$        151,601.63$    For July 2020

6 9/8/2020 5192 2,007.04$            189,391.33$        153,608.67$    For August 2020

7 10/13/2020 5195 1,709.93$            187,681.40$        155,318.60$    For September 2020

8 11/10/2020 5197 1,772.05$            185,909.35$        157,090.65$    For October 2020

9 12/8/2020 5199 1,877.88$            184,031.47$        158,968.53$    For November 2020

10 1/12/2021 5201 1,794.84$            182,236.63$        160,763.37$    For December 2020

11 2/9/2021 5203 1,896.82$            180,339.81$        162,660.19$    For January 2021

12 3/9/2021 5206 1,713.71$            178,626.10$        164,373.90$    For February 2021

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

Background:

FY 2020-2021 General Fund Repayment Status

(to repay monies advanced to the Sewer Fund)

Over the years, the township's sewer fund borrowed money from the township's general fund.

Starting in late 2013, home customers begain paying a $5.20 monthly charge to repay this loan (commercial 

customers and larger residential customers pay $5.20 for every 4,000 gallons of sewer).

The loan is expected to be paid off by 2033 (perhaps sooner).  When paid off, this monthly charge ends.

3/4/2021 7:29 PM



PENTLAND TOWNSHIP - SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS AT MONTH END MONTH END

2/28/2021

GENERAL FUND Notes

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Checking 7,787.33$           

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market 411,502.86$       

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market for future purchases 114,834.15$       

First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2015-2019 192,927.15$       
CD #13466 matures 03/25/2023 1.50% 36 months. 

Five CD's consolidated into one on 3/25/2020.
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - General Fund 31,940.27$         CD #13466 matures 03/25/2023 1.15% 36 months

SEWER FUND

mBank Checking - Operating 155,451.73$       

mBank CD - Sewer Reserve 2019 10,388.40$         
CD #2455 matures 03/27/2022 1.98% 36 months

For future repairs.

WATER FUND

First National bank of St. Ignace CD - Water Reserve 44,778.35$         CD #12291 matures 09/30/2021 1.70% 36 months

TAX COLLECTION

mbank Checking 51,856.45$         

mBank Checking
Includes cash in bank, water bond & interest 

redemption, and equipment reserve.
300,579.01$       

Last printed 3/4/2021 7:26 PM



Mar 09, 2021 Infrastructure/ Facilities Report 
Clerical 
05 Miss Digs with 1 requiring marking.  (1 hour labor). 
 
Meters read 3/01, Bills sent 3/01.  Successful run of the new system.  
 
Water Sample tests performed 02/22/2021 No Discrepancies 
 
Mar.  Water samples scheduled for 03/22/2021 
 
EGLE DEQ PFAS Well #2 2021 Quarterly Testing conducted 2/16/21. No Discrepancies found. Removed 
from Quarterly testing.  (See attached EGLE Letter.) 
 
Infrastructure 

1) Installed software for the Radio read Sensus system complete. 
2) See Attached PFAS Letter DEQ assigned quarterly testing has been removed. 
3) Senate Bill# 241 has enacted the “Water Shut Off Protection Act” thru April 1st meaning we are at a stand 

still for water shutoffs on 6 or 6 problem accounts.  
4) New internet installed at the township office. Working on converting new Sensus equipment to new 

router. 
5) Snow blowed Hydrants 2/23/21 

 
Breakdowns 

1) Large Transformer failure at New Industrial Park Lift Station. (See attached picture.) 
2) Frozen Meter breaks at Schnorr, and Goldthrope Apartments. Fixed same day. 
3) Pentland Hall No Heat. Serviced Williamson Oil Furnaces, Installed Winter Watchman (See 

attached picture) 
 
Procurement requests: 

1) Water Account:  Remaining Auto Read radio transmitters ($21,000.00)  
2) Sewer Account: Quote and schedule a replacement of the high-pressure line on the M123 lift 
station. Spring 2021 (Rough estimate $25000) Waiting for engineer to come with installation 
crew on second downpipe.  CRANE ENGINEERING KEEPS PUSHING THIS BACK. 
 

New Discussion: 
1) 2021 Annual Rate Increases for Water/Sewer.  Not conducted in 2020 due CVD19. 
2) Jerry Overland Utility Helper Hired 2/05/2021  
3) Christie Overland Hall Cleaning (Resume Attached) 
4) Astrea/Lighthouse Notify we will no longer be utilizing their internet. Negotiate Tower 

rental. 
 

Old Discussion: 
1) Scrap metal run to Reid metal when we do water sample to S.S.M  
3) In process** Fire Extinguishers recharged  
4) In Process ** 3 Doors 36” D&D 
5) Waiting on Cloverland for back tree at hall. Called 8/17 to check status.  In works.  During wind storm 
on 10/02 portion of that subject tree actually fell on the pole, though not causing an outage.  

6) UP Seal Coating in spring 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hello A.J., 
We were recently notified that we can accept PFAS results with certain surrogate recovery notes.  Such 
a note was on your initial PFAS results for Well 2 which resulted in its PFAS schedule being set to 
quarterly.  Therefore, the recently received PFAS report for well 2, will be considered your annual 
sample and the next PFAS sample for well 2 will be due in 2022. 
  
This change will be reflected on you 2021 Monitoring Schedule which you should receive within the next 
week. 
  

Lori Schultz, District Analyst 
Drinking Water and Environmental Health 
Marquette District Office 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
906-869-6624 
SchultzL4@michigan.gov 
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Christie Overland  
7762 Co Rd 403  
Newberry, MI 49868 
  
906-293-5928/291-1206  
 
Hello,  
I would like to apply for the custodian position for the Pentland Hall. I am currently employed 
with the Sault Tribe as housekeeper/light maintenance at the Newberry tribal health care 
center. 
 I started there October 2007. I have been working there for 14 years, the hours I work are 5:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday. I have been in housekeeping for over 30 years.  
 
I was employed at the Gateway Motel from 1986 – 2007  
I also cleaned cabins and motel rooms for Bob Berry from 2008 – 2013  
My duties at my current job are as follows: 
 
1. Cleaning and disinfecting bathrooms  
2. Cleaning offices  
3. Sweep and mop floors  
4. Wipe walls as needed  
5. Cleaning and disinfecting clinic room, lab room  
6. Keeping all windows and doors clean 
 7. Keep kitchen clean and organized  
8. Dust  
9. Take trash out  
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, Christy Overland 



 

 

Pentland Township Supervisor’s Report 
March 2021 

 
2021 March Board of Review Virtual Date & Times:  The MBOR met virtually for their 
organization meeting March 2nd and all members and alternates were able to log in to 
participate.  I have downloaded a free conference calling app to use. Dial number 978-990-
5301, access code is 1127002. 
Organizational Meeting: Tuesday, March 2nd at noon, this meeting should last approximately 1 hour. 

BOR with Tax Payer’s:   
Monday, March 8th from 3 to 9 p.m. To be held virtual with tax payers.  
Tuesday, March 9th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. To be held virtual with tax payers. 

 
AMAR Review:  Luce County completed their AMAR reviews on January 5th for the entire 
county. I was able to meet with Teresa, the auditor at 9:45. I have not received any 
correspondence from tax management on our AMAR review.  
 

Veterans Exemptions for 2021 
1. Furton 004-002-007-0500 at 12307 CR 408 
2. Hardy 004-002-016-0200 at 10013 M-28 
3. Hedger 004-002-020-1500 at 3835 CR 401 
4. Masich 004-003-001-8165 at 13968 W Willow 
5. Richmond 004-003-014-1850 at 4011 W CR 460 
6. Fultz 004-003-019-0600 at 18479 CR 458 
7. Bennett 004-003-001-3500 at 13367 CR 457 
8. Welty 004-450-000-0300 at 5156 CR 389 
9. Burbach 004-276-000-1800 
10. Jonas, 004-450-000-0200. 
 
Equalization Sale Studies: The equalization department has given the townships their 
preliminary sales studies for review in the 24 month study April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2020. The 
Residential Class 24 month study is coming in at 46.14%. The other classes will have appraisal 
studies as there are not enough sales.  
101-Agricultural  50.71     SEV’s will go down slightly 
201-Commercial  49.75     no change 
301-Industrial   49.05     no change 
401-Residential  48.37      SEV’s will go up slightly 
501-Timber Cut-over none classed 

 
County Board Update: Meeting minutes attached.  
 
2020 Vacant Land Sales Chart: Attached for review 
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Regular Meeting  
Luce County Board of Commissioners 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 @ 4:30 p.m. 
Circuit Courtroom – County Government Building 
407 W. Harrie Street 
Newberry, MI  49868 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioners Clark, French, Morrison, Henry and Erickson  
ABSENT:    Commissioner Henry    
GUESTS:    Gary Moulton, Erin Carter, Patti Weinreis, Mike McTiver, Dan Ellis,  
                    Pete Paramski, Mark Rivard, Chris Peterson, Tom Rahilly 
                     
The Chair led the Pledge of Allegiance.     
 
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
  
RESOLVED, to approve the agenda with the following additions: 
 

1. Add resolution to authorize the hiring of two part time animal shelter assistants 
2. Discussion on Sheriff Department hours 

 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Erickson upon support of French offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting dated January 19, 2021 as 
presented. 
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent  
 
French upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Public Comment: 

 
Erin Carter with MSU Extension reported to the board about several 4-H programs they 
are currently offering. She also informed the board she wants to keep the discussion 
ongoing with their millage and when to put it on the ballot for renewal.  
 
Mike McTiver with the Luce County Road Commission stated the following:  Just after 
your November board meeting, we placed an ad in the Newberry News soliciting letters 
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of interest for the appointment to the road commission board. We received only one letter 
of interest and is presented before you. The Road Commission still stands behind its 
previous recommendation to reappoint Pete Paramski to the Luce County Road 
Commission Board. His service to the road commission has been explementary and has 
been a wealth of knowledge.  
  
Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve Sharon Price, County Grant Administrator to sign the      
Professional Services Agreement with Patricia Weinreis, PS as Program Representative.   

 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve Sharon Price, County Grant Administrator to sign the 
Professional Services Agreement Mackinac County Land Surveys to complete 9 corners.   
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve Sharon Price, County Grant Administrator to sign the 
Professional Services Agreement Sidock Group to complete 11 corners.   
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve Sharon Price, County Grant Administrator to sign the 
Professional Services Agreement for the following listed Professional Surveyors for Peer 
Review Surveyors, total for the group not to exceed $2,500:  
William L. Karr, P.S.  Chippewa County Surveyor. 
Robert Laitenin, P.S. Chippewa County Road Commission Supervisor. 
Ginger Michalski-Wallace, P.S., Alpine Engineering; 
Larry Rogers, P.S., Rogers Land Surveying and  
Lawrence Weinreis, P.S., M.D.O.T.   
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the 2021 Depository Resolution for Luce County.  
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
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French upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the 2021 Resolution of Agency 
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Commissioner French moved to not accept the only letter of interest for the Luce County 
Road Commission Board and ask the Luce County Road Commission to run the ad again. 
 
The motion died for lack of support. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Erickson upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the request from the Luce County Road Commission Board to 
appoint Pete Paramski to the Luce County Road Commission Board. 
 
Ayes: Commissioners Clark, Erickson, Morrison 
Nays: Commissioner French 
 
The resolution was declared adopted. Commissioner Henry absent  
 
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the request from the Luce County Animal Shelter Board to hire 
Gloria Caswell as shelter manager at the pay rate of $15.00 per hour for a maximum of 
28 hours per week. ($21,840.00 per year)  
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to authorize the Luce County Animal Shelter manager to hire 2 part time 
employees at the rate of $12.00 per hour at a cap of $26,000.00 per year. 
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Erickson upon support the French offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to amend the Luce County Animal Shelter budget line item for salary and 
wages to $16,848.00 
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
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Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the request from Janice Bonifield, Luce County Payroll Clerk 
for a resolution approving the continuation of MERS agreement for 2021. 
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
French upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the request from Heather Johnson Grant Administrator for Crisp 
Point Lighthouse for amendment to resolution.  
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
Erickson upon support of French offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, for the Luce County Sheriff Department office to be open from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. with no closure for lunch to remain being paid at 40 hours per week.  
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
County Administrator Gary Moulton presented monthly financial reports to the board.  
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Commissioner Morrison stated she does not think we need to advertise for the position of 
airport manager as Dan Ellis has already been hired last year and has been acting as the 
airport manager.  
 
Erickson upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to approve Dan Ellis be hired as Luce County Airport manager.  
 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry absent 
 
New Business: 

 
None 
 
Department Head Reports: 

 

Dan Ellis, Luce County Airport Manager stated the following: I am pleased to represent 
the Luce County Airport. I have been working on making sure we are in compliance and 
looking forward to getting a new credit card reader. I was told once I got my airport l 
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license and was hired on as the airport manager I would be eligible for health insurance 
and other benefits. I would like to explain why we are in a budget deficit. We had some 
carry over from the prior year and some maintenance issues that needed to be taken care 
of.  
 
Chris Peterson, Luce County Emergency Management Director stated the following: I 
assisted the Luce County Sheriff Department with the Covid Vaccine clinics at the 
Tahquamenon Area Schools and it went very smoothly. I would also like to invite you to 
participate in a UP county wide disaster exercise to be held on March 17, 2021 at the 
Luce County Airport from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 
Mark Rivard, Luce County Code Administrator stated at last month’s meeting I informed 
you we were going to be cleaning up some permits and so far, we have gotten about 15 of 
them closed.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Commissioner Erickson attended the following committee meetings: Zoning board of 
appeals and Luce County Airport.  
 
Commissioner Henry absent. 
 
Commissioner Morrison attended the following committee meetings: Seven Pathways, 
Luce County Airport, LMAS and HNJ  
 
Commissioner French attended the following committee meetings: LMAS, EUP 
Transportation Authority, Judicial Council, MI Works and Luce County Animal Shelter   
 
Commissioner Clark attended the following committee meetings: Luce County EDC and 
Luce County Parks and  Recreation 
 
Public Comment: 

 

None 
 
French upon support of Morrison offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
RESOLVED, to pay claims as previously approved by the claims and audit committee as 
follows: 
 
101     General Fund          48,691.79        206     Snowmobile                 521.29  
208     Parks & Rec.               1,154.51        211     Extension                  2,750.04               
215     FOC                                 85.23        216     DTR                                88.22 
236    Vet Serv Fund              1,524.49        239    Animal Shelter              329.95     
249     Build Dept.                     685.91        256    ROD Auto fund             750.00  
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258     Emerg Man                     63.39          260     Indig Def Fund       12,212.80           
261     Shot Range                     49.75          265     911                            2,094.51          
266      Sheriff Mill               2,491.26         269      Law Library                587.82             
292     Child Care               11,528.24         295      Airport                    15,121.79              
296     Drug Court                2,067.56         616      Del Tax Acct                 30.00  
701     Trust & Agency      15,261.97                 

 
Grand Total $118,090.52 
 

The resolution was unanimously adopted.  
 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Michelle Clark, Chair    Sharon J. Price, Clerk 
 

    

 
 



Page 1 of 3 

PENTLAND TOWNSHIP 
CLERK’S REPORT 
MARCH 9, 2021 

 
1. I wrote several checks on February 18. 

a. The main reason was for Treasurer Jean Foley – the state (once again) deposited 
money into the general fund that was intended for the tax collection account. 

i. Jean and I have tried to explain we have more than one bank account, but 
they don’t want to go through the trouble of setting that up on their end. 

ii. So, we do this a few times a year with different payments from the state… 

b. Since I was already doing one check, I also paid the “regular” monthly bills for 
Cloverland and Semco (which came just after our February meeting). 

c. I also decided to pay the bills that just came from Eric’s Septic Service and the 
Village, both of whom were massively important to helping us with the backed 
up sewer line in Laurel Lea.  

i. It seemed like a good idea to keep up good relations with them - they may 
have to ‘save our bacon’ again if we have another sewer backup! 

2. Reminder – regular meeting on Tuesday, March 23. 

a. Just a reminder we have a regular meeting on Tuesday, March 23, at 7:00 pm. 

b. Since it’s a regular meeting – as long as we have three members of the Board 
present, we can do any business that comes up. 

i. Versus a special meeting, when all five members have to be present to do 
anything other than the reason the special meeting was called for. 

3. Budget amendments 

a. At our March 23 meeting, the Board will vote on amending the budgets for this 
fiscal year (2020-2021), and givie me permission to make further tweaks to them 
to wrap things up. 

b. By law, each of the budgets for our funds (General, sewer, and water) have to be 
balanced.  

c. I hope to have a list of these amendments emailed to you by Monday, March 22. 

4. New budget 

a. Another item on March 23 will be adopting a budget for these funds too. 

b. We can always amend our budget as the year moves along.   

c. But the law required a budget be in place for these funds on the first day of our 
new fiscal year (April 1) to spend money. 

d. As part of this, we’ll also approve the “General Appropriations Act”, which gives 
the Treasurer permission to levy a tax on our behalf (it’s just under one mill), and 
how our Township’s bookkeeping and other financial routines operate. 
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i. This appropriations act is (surprise!) also required by state law. 

e. I hope to have these budgets emailed to you by Monday, March 22. 

5. Also at our March 23 meeting… 

a. I’ll have payroll for the Board of Review and a few bills ready for the Board’s 
consideration for that meeting. 

6. NMU wifi 

a. Don Salo sent me a note a few weeks ago that he was retiring and to pass 
along the name of his replacement. 

b. Don also shared - there’s no new news about if and how NMU can getting 
their broadband service available here. Oh well… 

7. Bureau of elections – email from last week 

a. Last week the Bureau asked the Township to scan in and email them an 
application to vote for one of our voters from the November election. 

b. I asked Deputy Clerk Caryn DeWyse to come in and help me find the application. 

c. We found it and sent a pdf of the app to the Bureau this weekend. 

d. I got a similar note to this a few years ago…it’s one of the ways the Bureau makes 
sure the records are accurate. 

8. Thanks to AJ for fixing the hall furnace so quickly 

a. A massive, massive THANKS to AJ for coming over the morning of February 18 
right away when I called to say the furnaces were out downstairs.  The 
thermometer in the big room said it was 39 degrees (!). 

b. He got the furnaces fixed and back online. 

c. While AJ was here, we had an interesting conversation about these furnaces.  
They’re 39 years old, and replacement parts will be getting harder to find. 

d. At some point, the Board will have to consider other ways to heat the hall.  It’s 
not an emergency, but something we should be thinking about… 

9. Village lawsuit 

a. To recap - after October’s mediation, the Village attorney agreed to write a draft 
agreement for both parties to look at. 

b. Bill Glime and me had another long phone call with our attorney to work on our 
response to the Village’s proposed settlement.  Our feedback has gone back to 
the mediator to share with the Village. 

c. So, mediation is still trying to find a common ground that both sides can agree to. 

d. Stay tuned for more updates. 

10. Mudroch update 

a. I reached out to Jeff last week, and he didn’t have anything new to share about 
the lagoon.  Which is not a surprise since things are in a holding pattern for a few 
months. 
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11. Elections this year 

a. So far, there are no elections scheduled for 2021. 

b. However, the school board has given the green light for the superintendent to 
begin early work on maybe going back to the voters for a bond. 

c. I could see this November being a possible election date, but that’ just a guess 
from me.  Nothing is decided on this! 

12. Liquor Inspections 

a. We received liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s department for June. 

b. All of the locations that were open were scored as “good”. 

13. Facebook page 

a. We have a Facebook page!  Enter “Pentland Township” in FB’s search bar. 

b. We got several more ‘likes’ last month, taking us to 396…when will we reach 
400!? 

c. Our Facebook page began in late January of 2018…it’s been three years! 

14. Time tracking 

a. Finally, I thought it might be useful to share my time working and volunteering 
for the township. 

b. I track my time for the various things I do (jobs, volunteering, and such). 

Clerk’s Time February 2021 
Time 

(hours:minutes) 

TOTAL TIME 44h 13m  

Bookkeeping (the audit and routine stuff like payroll, bills and 
budgets…) 

29h 49m 

Elections (Risk Limiting Audit and the Qualified Voter File) 0h 17m 

General work (annual filing, minutes, meeting prep, regular filing, 
mail…) 

10h 57m 

Sewer issues with the Village (preparing for mediation and mediation 
itself)* 

3h 02m 

Website (fixing links for board packets)* 0h 8m 

(all times rounded to nearest minute) 

*I volunteer for the Township to do these things – they’re not part of  
my legal duties as Clerk. 

 

That’s it! 
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