PENTLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA
JANUARY 12, 2021
Call to Order and Roll Call
• Board members – please state where you are tonight.
o Now required by changes in the Open Meetings Act.
Changes to the Agenda
Brief Public Comment
Approval of Minutes
Approval of Bills
Treasurer’s Report
New business
• Question from taxpayer
• Filling the Board of Review for a two-year term ending December 31, 2022.
Old Business:
• Updates on wastewater litigation w/the Village and sewer lagoon
• Future Hall Bookings
• Liquor Inspection Reports
• Water and Sewer Updates
o Lots of stuff here!
• Open for Other Reports
• Communications
Extended Public Comment
Next Regular Meeting – February 9, 2021
Adjournment

PENTLAND TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING
December 8, 2020
Note – because of the public health emergency caused by the corona virus (also known as ‘COVID
19’), the Township Board’s meeting today was held electronically in accordance with the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services order of several weeks ago.
Board members and the public were able to either call in or connect via Zoom.com.
Information about how to call or log in was posted at the township hall, utilities office, the
township’s website and Facebook page.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki.
Board members present: Treasurer Jean Foley, Trustee Bill Glime, Trustee Martin Lehto,
Supervisor Janet Maki, and Clerk Greg Rathje. Absent: none.
In compliance with recent changes to the Open Meetings Act – all five members of the Township
Board stated they were attending tonight’s meeting from their homes in Pentland Township.
Also present: Utilities Superintendent AJ Downey, Deputy Clerk Caryn DeWyse, Jeff Mudroch,
Lilly Harmon and Roxanna Transit.
There were no changes to tonight’s agenda.
There was no brief public comment.
The Board then turned to approval of the minutes.
Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the regular meeting of September 8 (both open and closed
sessions) and the regular meeting November 10, 2020, for approval.
Superintendent Downey noticed that in the minutes for the September meeting - former Trustee
Dawn Mills was mentioned, and it should be Trustee Glime instead. Clerk Rathje thanked
Superintendent Downey for his attention to detail.
Motion by Glime, seconded by Lehto, to approve these minutes with that one change.
Ayes: All. Motion carried.
The bills were presented by Clerk Rathje.
Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to approve the following five items in one motion:
1. General Fund check numbers 4110 through 4117, per Pentland Township’s “Post Audit”
policy. (This policy explains how bills are paid between meetings)
2. General Fund check numbers 4118 through 4151 and EFT70 for payment today.
3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5199 through 5200 for payments approved today.
4. Water Fund check number 6128 for payments approved today.
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5. Transfer $35,128.55 from First National Bank of St. Ignace’s Municipal Account to the
Checking Account.
The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer Foley.
Motion by Rathje, seconded by Lehto, to receive the Treasurer’s Report. Ayes: all. Motion carried.
The Board then moved to new business.
Supervisor Maki introduced Resolution 2020-05 for discussion.
Resolution 2020-05
Resolution to adopt a Principal Resident Interest Denial Distribution Policy
WHEREAS, Pentland Township is charged with location, identifying and valuating all taxable real
property and personal property within Pentland Township in order to provide a fair and equitable
basis for taxation;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Pentland adopts the following
Principal Resident Interest Denial Distribution Policy.
Principal Resident Interest Denial Distribution Policy
Principal Resident Exemptions (PRE’s) are authorized under the General Property Tax Act 206 of
1893, specifically MCL 211.7cc. With certain limitations, a taxpayer’s primary residence is exempt
from paying school operating millage and any associated interest and penalties. Approvals and
denials are handled on a parcel-by-parcel basis through the township assessor’s office.
If determined appropriate to denied by the assessor, a PRE denial can be issued for the current tax
year, as well as up to 3 prior tax years. A denial will add school operating millage as well an any
associated interest and penalties to the tax roll, for the tax year in which it is denied.
Current year taxes are billed July 1 and December 1. They are collected through February 28 by the
township treasurer.
In the event of a denial of current year taxes, the township will add school operating millage back to
the tax roll and pursue collection of the taxes, as well as any associated interest and penalties.
Interest and penalties are owned by the taxing unit that authorizes the millage. For PRE denials, the
interest and penalties are owned by the school district.
If the township successfully collects the interest and penalties associated with the denial, these
amounts are forwarded to the school district through our distribution policy.
If any portion of the taxes, interest, and penalties associated with the denial remain unpaid after
March 1, they are turned over to and become the responsibility of Luce County.
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Any prior year denials, as well as associated interest and penalties, will be billed and collected by
Luce County in accordance with their policies as authorized by MCL 211.7cc, and are not
considered the responsibility of the township.
Last updated December 8, 2020.
Moved by Lehto

Supported by Glime

Upon a voice vote, the following voted:
Ayes: Foley, Glime, Lehto, Maki, & Rathje

Nays: None

Absent: None
Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted.
The Board then took up Resolution 2020-06 for discussion.
Resolution 2020-06
Resolution to adopt an Interlocal Agreement for a Designated Assessor
WHEREAS, Pentland Township is charged with locating, identifying and valuating all taxable real
property and personal property within Pentland Township in order to provide a fair and equitable
basis for taxation, and;
WHEREAS, Public Act 660 of 2018 requires a majority of the townships in Luce County to
approve an interlocal agreement for a designated assessor.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Pentland adopts the proposed
interlocal agreement with Luce County and designates Michael Woodford, Luce County
Equalization Director, as the Designated Assessor.
Last updated December 8, 2020.
Moved by Lehto

Supported by Rathje

Upon a voice vote, the following voted:
Ayes: Foley, Glime, Lehto, Maki, & Rathje

Nays: None

Absent: None
Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted.
The Board then turned to the expiration of the terms for the current members of the Board of
Review. Members of the Board of Review serve two-year terms. The term of the current members
expires on December 31.
After discussion, there was unanimous consent to post a notice in the Newberry News inviting
Township residents to apply for the Board of Review.
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Treasurer Foley asked Superintendent Maki about arrangements for next week’s Board of Review
meeting in light of the order from the Michigan Department of Health banning in person meetings.
Supervisor Maki was not sure how to set up a meeting via Zoom – she asked Clerk Rathje if he
could volunteer his time and share how to set up a meeting on Zoom. Clerk Rathje agreed to show
her how to do this.
The Board then moved to Old Business, starting with an update on a proposed sewer lagoon and the
ongoing litigation with the Village of Newberry.
Jeff Mudroch, an engineer from the Sidock Group engineering firm in Sault Ste. Marie, gave
another update on his work on a preliminary design for a sewer lagoon.
One piece of good news is that his initial estimate from last month for the interest rate and possible
grants was conservative. His updated estimate was even more favorable for potential customers to
pay for this project.
There was a long and thoughtful discussion between Mr. Mudroch and the Board about how to
proceed with this project. The next step would be to begin applying to the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to finance this project.
Mr. Mudroch was clear that a final decision is not yet needed from the Township – there would be
time for all sides to consider things before making the final commitment. Moving forward with an
application would be the best way to determine final costs and potential financing of the project.
When asked, Mr. Mudroch estimated the Township would have about $7,500 in out-of-pocket costs
to move forward with the needed engineering work to submit our proposal to the USDA.
Motion by Rathje, seconded by Maki, to direct Mr. Mudroch to continue his work on the proposed
sewer lagoon (also known as the wastewater treatment plant project) by starting the application
process with the USDA.
Ayes: all. Motion carried.
The Board thanked Mr. Mudroch for his time and looked forward to seeing him again next month.
Treasurer Foley reported there were no bookings at the hall in the near future.
Clerk Rathje reported the township received a set of liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s
Department last month. All of the establishments that were open received a grade of “good”.
Superintendent Downey updated the Board on the state of the township’s water and sewer systems,
which are in generally good health. He highlighted a recent water main break on Zee Ba Tik that
has been repaired - thanks in part to the goodwill from the Village of Newberry and the City of
Munising, who gave the township the needed parts to complete repairs immediately (and the
township will be following up with each government how they would like to be reimbursed).
Other items Mr. Downey included that repairs to the M-123 lift station are continuing tomorrow and
the new ‘auto-read’ system for utility meters will be installed on the meters for 75 of our customers.
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One other item Mr. Downey raised was the poor internet connection at the Utility Office – it’s
currently being provided by Lighthouse, and while it was sufficient to the office’s needs when it
was installed in roughly 2014, it’s not fast enough for their needs in 2020. Several options were
discussed, and this topic will come up again at a future board meeting.
Under communications to the Township Board, Clerk Rathje asked Supervisor Maki to share a
letter recently sent to the Township Board complaining about the status of the property owner’s
parcels in the township’s assessing software.
Supervisor Maki outlined steps she took (in her capacity as Assessor) to address these complaints.
There was no extended public comment.
The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Tuesday, January 12, 2021, at 7:00
pm at the Pentland Township Hall.
Motion by Glime, seconded by Lehto, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm.

____________________________
Gregory Rathje
Pentland Township Clerk
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____________________________
Janet Maki
Pentland Township Supervisor
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JANUARY 2021 MONTHLY BILLS
Last updated January 11, 2021
CHECK #PAYEE

AMOUNT

DESCRIPTION

General Fund

Sewer Fund

Water Fund Liquor Fund

General Fund checks paid ahead of time: (legally known as "post audit" payments)
No early bills paid since the December meeting.
Total
$
-

$

-

$

-

$

-

-

$
$

-

General Fund checks to be paid today:
Payroll:
4152 Deborah Burbach
4153 Caryn DeWyse
4154 AJ Downey

$

4155
4156
4157
4158
4159
4160
4161
4162
4163
4164

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

99.33 Deputy Treasurer - 0 mtg & 2 hrs
135.05 Deputy Clerk - 1 mtg & 0.5 hrs
Utiilities Supervisor - with one-time deduction for
893.74
Edward Jones. See clerk's report for more info.
79.93 Board of Review
79.93 Board of Review
677.78 Treasurer
79.93 Board of Review
183.54 Trustee
79.93 Board of Review
302.29 Trustee & Property Watch
2,490.45 Supervisor & Assessor
917.50 Clerk
1,500.65 Admin Assistant & Interim Custodian - 0.75 hours
7,520.05

$
$
$
$

2,704.84 Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Fed.Tax/FICA/SocSec
178.50 Child support
372.18 State Withholding
3,255.52

Bob Eddy
Lou Eddy
Jean Foley
Russ Garrod
Bill Glime
Laurie Gordon
Martin Lehto
Janet Maki
Gregory Rathje
Terrie Slack
Total

Remittances:
EFT 73 US Government
4165 Michigan State Disbursement
4166 Michigan Dept. of Treasury
Total

$
$

$
$

99.33 $
135.05 $

$

178.75 $

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

79.93
79.93
677.78
79.93
183.54
79.93
302.29
2,490.45
752.35
505.75
5,645.01

$
$
$
$

1,653.91 $
178.50 $
285.44 $
2,117.85 $

372.49 $
$
37.92 $
410.41 $

678.44
48.82
727.26

$

156.04 $

239.24 $

239.23

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

357.50 $
497.45
854.95

357.50

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
165.15
$
497.45
$ 1,020.10

Accounts Payable:
4167 AT&T

$

634.51

4168
4169
4170
4171
4172
4173
4174
4175
4176
4177
4178
4179
4180
4181

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,733.08
3,507.91
41.13
4,000.00
350.00
3,350.00
69.68
75.00
20.00
753.66
18.00
54.08
51.23
3,550.00

4182 Rathje, Greg

$

191.88

4183
4184
4185
4186
4187
4188
4189

$
782.75
$
72.00
$
80.00
$
253.28
$
48.30
$
49.73
$
224.52
$ 20,910.74

Burbach Sales
Cloverland Electric
Cloverland Electric
Cloverland Electric
Edward Jones
Election Source
Etna Supply
Fosters Ace Hardware
IT Right
mBank
National Office Products
Newberry News
Overland, Jerry
Pentland Tax Account
Pentland Utilities

Rolfe, Craig
Sault Ste. Marie
Security Benefit Group
Semco
Slack, Terrie
Verizon
Visa
Total
Grand Total for Today
(checks 4152 - 4189)

Phone bill - waiting for rate change. In the meantime,
paid current balance.
1,204 gallons heating oil for twp hall.
Regular monthly bill for two months
Pentland School H20 Tower - used to be annual.
Twp hall - used to be annual. 208.43 credit!
AJ's retirement acct - see clerk's rpt for more info
Coding tabulator for November election
Parts and service for water monitoring
Computer parts for water monitoring
Computer support for water monitoring
Safe Deposit Box
Tax bills and office supplies
Board of Review notice
Four hours pay - worked one day for AJ
Checks for tax account
Hydrant Rental
Renew website (96.00) + domain (18.00), filing
supplies (58.38), postage (14.20) & hall sanitizer
(5.30)
Sewer lawsuit
Water testing
457 Plan (w/out Richards & Carmody)
Heating for utility office
84 miles @ 57.5 cents/mile
Cell phone
Fuel, water testing, and office supplies.

<-- This amount will be transferred from General Fund's
$ 31,686.31
Money Market to Checking.

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,733.08
1,256.30
4,000.00
350.00
20.00
600.18
18.00
51.23
3,550.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

191.88 $

1,186.35
76.75
27.04
-

$
$ 1,065.26
$
41.13
$
$
$
$ 3,350.00
$
69.68
$
75.00
$
$
76.73
$
$
27.04
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
80.00
$
$
48.30
$
$
73.19
$ 13,128.20

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

782.75
126.64
24.86
50.66
2,514.29

$
$
72.00
$
$
126.64
$
$
24.87
$
100.67
$ 5,268.25

$

-

$ 20,891.06

$

3,779.65

$ 7,015.61

$

-

Turn over to other side!
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Last updated January 11, 2021
CHECK #PAYEE
AMOUNT
DESCRIPTION
Sewer Fund Checks (post audit and today)
5201 Pentland Twp General Fund $ 1,794.84 01/12 Repay General Fund Advance
5202 Pentland Twp General Fund $ 3,779.65 01/12 Repay General Fund for today's bills
Water Fund Checks (post audit and today)
6129 Pentland Twp General Fund $ 7,015.61 01/12 Repay General Fund for today's bills

General Fund

Sewer Fund

Water Fund Liquor Fund

$
$

-

$
$

1,794.84 $
3,779.65 $

$

-

$

-

-

$ 7,015.61

End of List!
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Fuel Oil Analysis

Fuel Oil Analysis
Broken out by Fiscal Year

Raw Data
Date

Gallons

Cost

12/30/2020
2/25/2020
4/4/2019
11/8/2018
1/3/2018
2/14/2017
4/18/2016
12/31/2015
3/5/2015
12/1/12014
3/3/2014
11/4/2013
1/18/2013
3/13/2012
11/1/2011
3/1/2011
11/2/2010
1/19/2010

1,204
1,171
1,156
1,126
1,196
1,068
946
943
996
840
1,205
1,145
1,125
1,112
465
1,206
796
1,320

$ 2,733.08
$ 2,751.85
$ 2,947.80
$ 3,265.40
$ 3,229.20
$ 2,349.60
$ 1,797.40
$ 1,697.40
$ 2,589.60
$ 2,704.80
$ 4,579.00
$ 3,937.50
$ 4,099.10
$ 4,069.92
$ 1,692.60
$ 4,064.22
$ 2,189.00
$ 3,432.00

Cost/
gallon

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Date

Gallons

Fiscal Year 2020-2021
12/30/2020
1,204 $
Fiscal Year 2019-2020
2/25/2020
1,171 $
4/4/2019
1,156 $
Total
2,327 $
Fiscal Year 2018-2019
11/8/2018
1,126 $
Fiscal Year 2017-2018
1/3/2018
1,196 $
Fiscal Year 2016-2017
2/14/2017
1,068 $
4/18/2016
946 $
Total
2,014 $
Fiscal Year 2015-2016
12/31/2015
943 $

2.27
2.35
2.55
2.90
2.70
2.20
1.90
1.80
2.60
3.22
3.80
3.44
3.64
3.66
3.64
3.37
2.75
2.60

Fuel Oil Analysis
Broken out by Fiscal Year
Cost/
gallon

Cost

2,733.08

$

2.27

2,751.85
2,947.80
5,699.65

$
$

2.35
2.55

3,265.40

$

2.90

3,229.20

$

2.70

2,349.60
1,797.40
4,147.00

$
$

2.20
1.90

1,697.40

$

1.80

Date

Gallons

Fiscal Year 2014-2015
3/5/2015
996
12/1/2014
840
Total
1,836
Fiscal Year 2013-2014
3/3/2014
1,205
11/4/2013
1,145
Total
2,350
Fiscal Year 2012-2013
1/18/2013
1,125
Fiscal Year 2011-2012
3/13/2012
1,112
11/1/2011
465
Total
1,577
Fiscal Year 2010-2011
3/1/2011
1,206
11/2/2010
796
Total
2,002

Cost

Cost/
gallon

$ 2,589.60
$ 2,704.80
$ 5,294.40

$
$

2.60
3.22

$ 4,579.00
$ 3,937.50
$ 8,516.50

$
$

3.80
3.44

$ 4,099.10 $

3.64

$ 4,069.92 $
$ 1,692.60 $
$ 5,762.52

3.66
3.64

$ 4,064.22 $
$ 2,189.00 $
$ 6,253.22

3.37
2.75

Cost

gallons
$9,000.00

2,500

$8,000.00
2,000

$7,000.00
$6,000.00

1,500

$5,000.00
$4,000.00

1,000

$3,000.00
$2,000.00

500

$1,000.00

$-

2011

2012

2013

Last printed 1/11/2021

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

FY 2020-2021 General Fund Repayment Status
(to repay monies advanced to the Sewer Fund)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

Date
11/12/2013
3/31/2020
4/14/2020
5/12/2020
6/9/2020
7/14/2020
8/11/2020
9/8/2020
10/13/2020
11/10/2020
12/8/2020
1/12/2021

Sewer
Fund Check
#
na
na
5182
5184
5186
5188
5190
5192
5195
5197
5199
5201

Amount
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,854.04
1,841.63
1,971.15
2,258.36
2,204.07
2,007.04
1,709.93
1,772.05
1,877.88
1,794.84

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Balance
343,000.00
201,527.62
199,673.58
197,831.95
195,860.80
193,602.44
191,398.37
189,391.33
187,681.40
185,909.35
184,031.47
182,236.63

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Paid back
so far
141,472.38
143,326.42
145,168.05
147,139.20
149,397.56
151,601.63
153,608.67
155,318.60
157,090.65
158,968.53
160,763.37

Note
Starting balance
Ending balance FY 2019 - 2020
For March 2020
For April 2020
For May 2020
For June 2020
For July 2020
For August 2020
For September 2020
For October 2020
For November 2020
For December 2020

Background:
Over the years, the township's sewer fund borrowed money from the township's general fund.
Starting in late 2013, home customers begain paying a $5.20 monthly charge to repay this loan (commercial
customers and larger residential customers pay $5.20 for every 4,000 gallons of sewer).
The loan is expected to be paid off by 2033 (perhaps sooner). When paid off, this monthly charge ends.
1/10/2021 2:28 PM

MONTH END
12/31/2020

PENTLAND TOWNSHIP - SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS AT MONTH END

GENERAL FUND
First National Bank of St. Ignace - Checking

Notes
$

5,376.58

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market

$

408,900.55

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market for future purchases

$

111,096.73

First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2015-2019

$

192,927.15

First National Bank of St Ignace CD - General Fund

$

SEWER FUND
mBank Checking - Operating

$

148,471.97

mBank CD - Sewer Reserve 2019

$

10,353.55

$

297,719.27

CD #13466 matures 03/25/2023 1.50% 36 months.
Five CD's consolidated into one on 3/25/2020.
31,940.27 CD #13466 matures 03/25/2023 1.15% 36 months

CD #2455 matures 03/27/2022 1.98% 36 months
For future repairs.

WATER FUND
mBank Checking

Includes cash in bank, water bond & interest
redemption, and equipment reserve.

First National bank of St. Ignace CD - Water Reserve

$

44,778.35 CD #12291 matures 09/30/2021 1.70% 36 months

TAX COLLECTION
mbank Checking

$

70,269.97
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Jan 11, 2021 Infrastructure/ Facilities Report
Clerical
11 Miss Digs with 2 requiring marking. (2 hours labor) 18% reduction from previous month.
Billing is officially back up and operating as usual. New System is very cool! Meters read 1/04
Water Sample tests performed 12/22/2020 No Discrepancies
Jan. Water samples scheduled for 01/18/2021
“Let runs” scheduled to be sent last week of January.
EGLE DEQ PFAS Testing scheduled for 1/13/2021
Infrastructure
1) Installed software for the Radio read Sensus system, field installation complete on 75 accounts (30
hours Labor) 10 Auto read left to install.
2) EGLE Grants New Hi Volume Well to Walther Farms Corner of Hedger Road and M28. No conflicts
with our system.
3) Dealing with DHS on one delinquent account deadline of 1/13/21, Had complaints from 2 other
account holders about back utilities being put on taxes.

Breakdowns
1)Flooding at Barb Shrader home roughly 45,000 gallons. Discovered 1/05/2021
Procurement requests:
Quote and schedule a replacement of the high-pressure line on the M123 lift station. Spring 2021
(Rough estimate $25000) Waiting for engineer to come with installation crew on second downpipe.
New Discussion:
1) DEQ Online training for CEC’s complete. Gained .8 CEC’s
2) Jerry Overland Utility Helper (No response)
Old Discussion:
1) Scrap metal run to Reid metal when we do water sample to S.S.M
2) Slow Internet (Update: At&t in the process of installation check for fixed wireless)
3) In process** Fire Extinguishers recharged
4) In Process ** 3 Doors 36” D&D
5) Waiting on Cloverland for back tree at hall. Called 8/17 to check status. In works. During wind storm
on 10/02 portion of that subject tree actually fell on the pole, though not causing an outage.
6) UP Seal Coating in spring of 2021
7) Replacement of first M123 lift station stand pipe slated for 01/27

PENTLAND TOWNSHIP
CLERK’S REPORT
JANUARY 12, 2021
1. Question from Taxpayer
a. Dennis Mark asked a series of questions to Terrie and Jean about his tax bill in
the past few weeks.
b. Of course – this is Jean’s area, so she’ll discuss it at our meeting; but she asked
me to forward Dennis’ emails to our attorney for his view on things.
c. Attached is our attorney’s reply.
2. Board of Review letters of interest
a. Jack Thomas is the only person to send me a letter of interest for the Board of
Review – please see attached.
3. Village
a. To recap - after October’s mediation, the Village attorney agreed to write a draft
agreement for both parties to look at.
b. It took almost two months – but Craig finally received it December 18 and shared
it with Bill and me.
c. Craig hopes to talk with Bill and I perhaps later this week to start work on our
response to their draft agreement.
d. I reached out to Jeff Mudroch this weekend if he had any updates, but I haven’t
heard back from him (as of Monday night, January 11).
4. Did I mention that I took the oath of office?
a. County Clerk Sharon Price swore me for a new term as Clerk back in November –
thanks Sharon!
5. Year-end financial reports
a. W-2’s and the W-3 were set out to employees and the IRS just before New Years.
b. Our auditor asked us to send out “1099 NEC’s” this year to a few folks.
i. It will take me a bit more time to finish getting those done.
ii. If you’re really bored and want to know more, let me know.
c. Form 5081 (it’s kind of like a Michigan 1040 for the township) will be sent to the
state this week after a final discussion with Grentz.
d. And the fourth quarter reports for the IRS and Michigan’s UIA were done last
month too.
6. Audit dates set for 2021
a. Mike Grentz and I set the Township’s 2021 audit dates for the week of August 9.
b. Remember – the Board is welcome to stop by and ask auditors questions.
7. Annual filing project
Page 1 of 3

a. At the end of each year I try to go through the township’s files.
b. State law requires we hold onto a lot of things – the good news that most of this
stuff can be shredded after a few years.
c. There are several “retention schedules” that explain how long things can be kept.
d. It’s also valuable to go the files – it’s a good way to remind me about things we
wanted to work on.
e. Attached is a copy of a page from the Clerk’s retention schedule for fun
i. This document is 38 pages and only one of several retention schedules our
township has to follow – including the Treasurer, human resources,
elections, assessing, and more.
8. AJ and his retirement plan – catching things up
a. When we hired AJ in June to take over from Mike Richards, we made the same
offer that we made Mike to match his contributions to a retirement account up
to $3,000 a year.
i. So, AJ can put in up to $3,000, and we’d match that amount.
ii. That works out to $250 a month from AJ, and another $250 match from us.
b. It’s been a comedy of errors getting things set up (including no reply from our
customer rep for Security Benefit for months). So, we’re using Edward Jones in
the Soo to handle AJ’s retirement funds.
c. AJ agreed to withhold $2,000 from his paycheck this month (only), and we
matched that amount for a total of $4,000 to send to Edward Jones.
i. This “catches up” AJ and the Township with what everyone intended to
happen beginning from AJ’s first day on the job.
d. For February and thereafter – AJ will contribute $250, and we will match it in a
monthly check to Edward Jones.
e. Let me know if you have questions!
9. May not be a minimum wage increase this year
a. The pandemic caused havoc with the state’s economy and unemployment shot
up. That triggered a part of the 2018 law that sets Michigan’s minimum wage.
b. While not yet official – it appears there will not be a minimum wage hike in 2021.
10. Volunteering to help Janet with Zoom
a. Janet asked for my help last month for the December Board of Review meeting.
b. After sending her an article with directions to set up a zoom account and
meeting, she asked instead asked me to host it – which I did.

11. Elections this year
a. So far, there are no elections scheduled for 2021.
b. What could trigger an election?
i. If TAS wants to ask the voters for a school bond.
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1. Remember – TAS now has a multi-year Headlee override – so no
more May elections for that!
ii. If one of the millages wants to go to the voters for a renewal.
iii. If the legislature wants to ask the voters for something (think of the road
funding proposal about five or so years ago).
c. The law says we could have up to three elections if they are requested – May,
August, or November.
d. The deadline for someone to ask for a May election is coming up next week - so
far, no one has said anything…stay tuned!
12. Liquor Inspections
a. We received liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s department for June.
b. All of the locations that were open were scored as “good”.
13. Facebook page
a. We have a Facebook page! Enter “Pentland Township” in FB’s search bar.
b. We got one more ‘like’ last month, taking us to 377…when will we reach 400!?
c. Our Facebook page began in late January of 2018…it’s been three years!
14. Time tracking
a. Finally, I thought it might be useful to share my time working and volunteering
for the township.
b. I track my time for the various things I do (jobs, volunteering, and such).

Clerk’s Time December 2020

Time
(hours:minutes)

TOTAL TIME

51h 04m

Bookkeeping (the audit and routine stuff like payroll, bills and
budgets…)

21h 36m

Elections (including the Qualified Voter File)

1h 21m

General work (annual filing, minutes, meeting prep, regular filing,
mail…)

28h 04m

Sewer issues with the Village (preparing for mediation and mediation
itself)*

0h 3m

(all times rounded to nearest minute)
*I volunteer for the Township to do these things – they’re not part of
my legal duties as Clerk.
That’s it!
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Gmail - Dennis Mark property transaction tax proration and related issues

Gregory Rathje <gregory.e.rathje@gmail.com>

Dennis Mark property transaction tax proration and related issues
>
Mon, Jan 4, 2021 at 4:39 PM
Craig Rolfe <
Reply-To: Craig Rolfe <
>
To: Jean Foley <pentland400@hotmail.com>
Cc: Terrie Slack <pentlandtslack@gmail.com>, Gregory Rathje <pentlandtwpclerk@gmail.com>,
Janet Maki <jmakipenttwp@gmail.com>
The Township Clerk has requested I review a series of emails on the above-referenced matter
and provide such resulting legal advisement as I think is prudent for consideration by the
Township Board at the Jan. 12 meeting. I'll try to keep this simple, and fairly succinct, as in my
opinion it does not merit a more significant allocation of my time, and your financial resources.
If circumstances indicate it could be helpful to have a member of the Board read this
advisement at the Board meeting, I have no objection to that.
Issue-----The parties to the Mark property transaction relied on an erroneous statement on a
property tax bill to calculate the proration of taxes between the parties.
My Comments------This seems odd, as the error pointed-out by Mr. Mark would have required
the parties (not to mention any involved closing agent) to base their tax proration on a stated
span of time that was rather obviously nonsensical, with the ending date before the beginning
date.
Further, as noted in the "Award Winning article" referred to in one of Mr. Marks emails, Michigan
law allows the parties to a transaction to prorate taxes in whatever way they agree. The
Township is not a participant in any such agreement. The Township has the responsibility to bill
and collect the property taxes levied for the various taxing authorities. In exercising the tax
collection responsibility the Township Treasurer literally could care less who pays what, as long
as the full amount of the tax bill for any given piece of property is paid.
From what I can see the Township owned-up to the typo from the get-go, and Administrative
Assistant Terrie Slack has gone to great lengths to provide correct information responsive to Mr.
Mark's inquiry by reaching-out to the County Treasurer and the Michigan Townships Association
for assistance, and forwarding the resulting information on to Mr. Mark. I do not see the point of
what seem to be continuing efforts to keep Ms. Slack in the doghouse over this.
Issue-----how could the Township collect property taxes for a County dog shelter that may have
not been in place at the time pertinent to that tax levy?
My comments------First of all, this is a Luce County issue, not a Pentland Township issue. Any
County millage would have been certified by the county for levy, and the Township is merely
acting as the billing and collection agent of the County for such millage.
Second, this issue seems to be a derivative of a larger issue raised by Mr. Mark, predicated on
the idea that there has to be an exact correlation between the amount of tax money collected
and the amount of tax money spent during a specific period of time. There is no such correlation
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=09973ae394&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1687993819034563455&simpl=msg-f%3A16879938190…
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in the law. A tax may indeed be levied and collected in connection with a specific fiscal/budget
year of the taxing authority for which the levy is imposed, but that taxing authority would not
necessarily be spending every dollar of that collected levy to pay for financial obligations
incurred during that specific fiscal/budget year. Some collected revenues could be used to pay
for an obligation incurred in a previous year; or, conversely, might be saved so as to be applied
to pay for an obligation incurred the next year. The info from MTA clearly explains how taxes
collected for a given tax year may be expended for a different period of time.
Bottom line-------an innocent mistake was made, acknowledged, and to my understanding
corrected. The Township has communicated the corrected information to Mr. Mark, and
otherwise bent way over backwards to address his issues, even when not a "township issue"
per se (as noted above with the county dog shelter millage issue). At this point I suggest it is not
necessary for Terrie or Jean to spend any more time on this matter. If Mr. Mark is of the opinion
there was an error in the tax proration calculation associated with his private transaction, he is
of course free to pursue that issue with the other party to the transaction and/or the closing
agent. It is not a Township matter.

Attorney Craig A. Rolfe Craig A. Rolfe, PLLC 328 W. Prairie St., Vicksburg, MI 49097 TEL:
(269) 475-8080 FAX: (269) 475-8082 E-Mail:
Confidentiality: The information
contained in this electronic mail message and any attachments is intended only for the use of
the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain legally privileged, confidential
information or work product. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, or forwarding of the Email message is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify me by Email reply,
and delete the original message from your system.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=09973ae394&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1687993819034563455&simpl=msg-f%3A16879938190…
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Gmail - Board of Review / Jack Thomas

Gregory Rathje <gregory.e.rathje@gmail.com>

Board of Review / Jack Thomas
2 messages
"Jack Thomas /Newberry, Upper Peninsula" <jackthomas.up@hotmail.com>
Sun, Jan 10, 2021 at 2:10 PM
Reply-To: "\"Jack Thomas /Newberry, Upper Peninsula\"" <jackthomas.up@hotmail.com>
To: Gregory Rathje <pentlandtwpclerk@gmail.com>
Greg, I wish to continue being on the Pentland Township Board of Review.
I've participated 5 years on the Pentland BOR. I have taken annual/update trainings. I have had positive
relationships with other BOR members.
I have welcomed taxpayers, explained the paperwork, described the process, encouraged their discussion,
asked questions, and had then had good conversation with our Supervisor/Accessor Janet Maki to
determine any changes which may be needed.
With a Real Estate Broker license, and having purchased and sold lands around Luce County, I have a good
idea of values, changing values, landscapes of upland/lowland by reading aerial photos, familiar with county
road systems, and DNR lands.
I appreciate consideration of the Township Board to remain on the Pentland BOR.
Jack Thomas
906 399 2524
-Sent from myMail for Android

Gregory Rathje <PentlandTwpClerk@gmail.com>
To: "Jack Thomas /Newberry, Upper Peninsula" <jackthomas.up@hotmail.com>
Cc: Janet Maki <jmakipenttwp@gmail.com>

Mon, Jan 11, 2021 at 8:14 AM

Hi Jack!
Got your note about serving another two year term on the Board of Review!
Will make sure it's shared with the Township Board for tomorrow night's meeting.
Hope you and yours are doing well,
G.
[Quoted text hidden]

-Greg Rathje
Pentland Township Clerk
Luce County, Michigan
PentlandTownship.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=09973ae394&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1688528063790568092&simpl=msg-f%3A16885280637…
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General Retention Schedule #25
Township Clerks
Item
Number
203

Series Title and Description

Meeting Agendas

Total
Retention
EVT

Meeting agenda(s) identify the actions to be taken at an open meeting.
EVT = approval of the minutes of the meeting to which the agenda refers.
204

Meeting Packets

CR+1

Meeting packet records include any materials that may be distributed to
members of the body before or during the meeting for their review (such
as action items, reports, proposed and updated budget documents, and
proposed text or amendments for ordinances, resolutions, policies,
contracts). The original individual packet materials should be retained
according to the appropriate retention schedule(s); the meeting packet as a
whole is retained for at least one year. Townships are encouraged to
retain these records permanently for legal and historical purposes.
205

Public Meeting Notices

CR+1

The Open Meetings Act requires a public body to give the public notice
prior to holding a meeting.
206

Affidavits and Other Proof of Publication (Non-ordinance)

CR+10

These records serve as evidence that the township provided published
notice of elections, hearings, police auctions, bids, etc. in local news
media as required by law. They may include Affidavits of Publication,
clippings, and copies of the printer’s bill/invoice. The township’s
finance/accounting office is the official recordkeeper for original billing
records. Published notice records may be retained with the other records
that relate to the event listed in the public notice.
207

Affidavit of Publication (Ordinance)

PERM

These records serve as evidence that the township provided published
notice of ordinance adoption or amendment. The Township Ordinances
Act, Public Act 246 of 1945, MCL 41.185, requires the township clerk to
certify a non-zoning ordinance/amendment’s publication in a space
provided on the ordinance, which is kept permanently. The Michigan
Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, does not require that
certification of publication appear on the ordinance, but MTA Legal
Counsel recommend using the permanent retention period.

PERM = Permanent
ACT = Active
CR = Creation Date
FY = Fiscal Year

SUP = Superseded
EVT = Event
EXP = Expiration

Pentland Township Supervisor’s Report
January 2021
AMAR Review: Luce County completed their AMAR reviews on January 5 th for the entire
county. I was able to meet with Teresa, the auditor at 9:45. Attached are the items reviewed in
the cover letter sent to the assessors. It went very well, and I do not believe there were any
corrections to be made.
Poverty Exemption Changes: Public Act 253 of 2020 was signed into law on December 23,
2020. The act made several changes to the proverty exemption statue (MCL211.7U) that will
impact how local units, assessors and boards of review handle the exemption starting with the
2021 tax year. Changes require the township to policy, guidelines and application forms
available on their website. Local units must adopt a resolution that allows an exemption
granted in 2019 or 2020 to carry forward to 2021-2023 for those person who receive fized
income soley from public assistance. The township must adopt a resolution by February 15,
2020.
December Board of Review: DBOR was held by zoom on December 15, 2020 at 4 p.m.
Members present were Russ Garrod, Bob & Louise Eddy, and Laurie Gordon. Also present were
Greg and myself. Changes made to the DBOR are as follows.
20-DBOR-1: Scott Stacy, 004-004-012-0420, this is an error. Correct parcel is 004-002-012-0420.
SEV change from 21,500 to -0-, Taxable value change from 15,285 to -0-.
20-DBOR-2: Begala Kristian, 004-002-007-1730, Principal Resident Exemption granted for tax
year 2019.
20-DBOR-3: Bark Jack, 004-003-009-1100, Late PRE accepted, adjusted principal resident
exemption from -0- to 100% for 2020.

2020 winter mileages:
Ambulance
Airport
Senior Oper
EUP ISD Alloc
Ambulance equip

.99470
.4993
.5000
.2000
.5000

Extension/Parkrec .9986
EUP ISD Voc Ed 1.000
Child Oper
.5000
Library Oper
.50000
Vets Oper
.4993
Sherf oper
1.000
EUP ISD Charter 1.000
Pent Twp
.9279
Animal Shelter
.5000 (New 2020)

Tentative Veterans Exemptions for 2020 pending required annual filing
1. Furton 004-002-007-0500 at 12307 CR 408
2. Hardy 004-002-016-0200 at 10013 M-28
3. Hedger 004-002-020-1500 at 3835 CR 401
4. Masich 004-003-001-8165 at 13968 W Willow
5. Richmond 004-003-014-1850 at 4011 W CR 460
6. Fultz 004-003-019-0600 at 18479 CR 458
7. Bennett 004-003-001-3500 at 13367 CR 457

8. Welty 004-450-000-0300 at 5156 CR 389
9. Burbach 004-276-000-1800
10. Erkintalo, 004-003-012-3200
11. Jonas, 004-450-000-0200.
Notices for March BOR: I have been in contact with KCI (616) 957-2120 regarding proposal
211420 for print job of an estimated 1,427 for both real & personal parcels. The data needs to
be to them no later than February 12th for a 19st mail date. The estimated postage cost of
$555.10 is required prior to mailing and the remaining balance will be finalized by them after
the job is complete. Estimated total cost of print job is $1,005.10. Checks are to be made out to
KCI referencing proposal 211420. I would need the first payment of $555.10 to be mailed no
later than February 12.
2021 March Board of Review Tentative Dates & times:
Organizational Meeting: Tuesday, March 2nd at noon, this meeting should last approximately 1
hour.
BOR with Tax Payer’s:
Monday, March 8th from 3 to 9 p.m.
Tuesday, March 9th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Personal Property Statements Mailed: The personal property statements along with affidavit
for exemption of personal property (form 5076), have been mailed to tax payers on January
7th. Current legislation as written states that starting in 2014 all Commercial & Industrial
Personal Property owned by a single taxpayer in a unit with a value of less than 80,000 true
cash value will be exempt. An affidavit will have to be filed for the exemption by February 20,
2020. Legislation was passed starting in 2019 the affidavit will not have to be filed annually.
Once you file in this year, it is good annually until the exemptions changes and you no longer
qualify.

Equalization Sale Studies: The equalization department has given the townships
their preliminary sales studies for review in the 24 month study April 1, 2018 to
March 31, 2020. The Residential Class 24 month study is coming in at 46.14%. The
other classes will have appraisal studies as there are not enough sales.
101-Agricultural
50.71
SEV’s will go down slightly
201-Commercial
49.75
no change
301-Industrial
49.05
no change
401-Residential
48.37
SEV’s will go up slightly
501-Timber Cut-over
none classed

The Inflation Rate multiplier: Bulletin 16 of 2020 dated 10-20-2020 released the inflation rate
multiplier for 2020 at 1.014 or 1.4%. That is the amount that taxable values will go up across
the state of MI. In 2019 that figure was 1.9%

2020 Building Permits:
BP20-1: Lemare, 004-003-002-0230 at 14127 Cooper St, storage Bldg
BP20-2: Warner, 004-003-032-1000 at 17708 CR 447, cabin
BP20-19: Paramski, 004-003-010-0360 at 5344 Co Rd 405, lean to.
BP20-20: James Sutton, 004-002-016-1400 at 4894 CR 397, pole bldg..
BP20-21: Connie Dewitt, 004-003-027-1000 at 2118 Co Rd 405 Storage bldg.
BP20-22: Dan Warner, 004-003-032-3100 at 17708 VR 468, cabin
BP20-26: Ison, 004-003-001-3000 at 13935 Willow St, attached gar.
BP20-32: Whalen, 004-002-019-1930 at 4430 CR 403 Pole Bldg.
BP20-37: Jim Marchesc, 004-003-010-4100 at 5451 CR 406 add by plot Construction.
BP20-38: Robert Hartman, 004-003-010-1900 at 15919 CR 402 replace gar.
BP20-49: Dawn Wallace, 004-002-016-1410 at CR 397, used trailer
BP20-51: Chad Teague, 004-003-027-1550 at 2004 CR 405, shed
BP20-54: Mike Painter, 004-003-010-1510 at 1555 CR 402, steel carport
BP20-72: Amy Rottier, 004-003-028-0600 for 35 x 35 cabin and foundation for pole on CR 405.

County Commissioners Update: Meeting minutes attached.

DATE:

December 22, 2020

TO:

Luce County Assessors

FROM:

Al Consiglio
Tax Management Associates

SUBJECT

2021 AMAR Review (to be held on January 5)

ALL LUCE CO. LOCAL UNITS:
TMA will need to review & return the local unit’s original documents for the following items:
1. 2020 Form L-4037 Assessment Roll Certification (Pre-MBOR) Ad Valorem only.
2. 2020 Residential class Coefficient of Dispersion (COD), if you don’t have this, the
auditor will and will also email instructions to run it before we meet.
3. 2020 Residential class Price Related Differential (PRD), if you don’t have this, the
auditor will and will also email instructions to run it before we meet.
4. 2020 Form L-4022 after MBOR closed, signed and dated by you. YOUR copy.
5. Form 4142, PRE denial(s) and 2020 is the year being denied (look in the computer),
and may include prior year(s). County and/or Local Treasurers are to have this and,
if applicable, you need to get a copy from them and bring this Form 4142 to the
review (https://www.michigan.gov/documents/4142f_86584_7.pdf).
6. Real property exemption written procedures, including audit procedures for
granting an exemption or removing the exemption when it no longer qualifies.
Refer to Bulletin 26 of 2017 (MCL 211.7o).
7. 2020 Land Value Map(s). The STC moved this in the AMAR Review sheet to the
informational section, with no corrective action plan if not reviewed or missing a
component. P.A. 660 of 2018 removed land value maps from the AMAR Review,
as a statutory requirement. If you bring Land Value Map(s), please review and
bring all of the components that are required within the map(s).
8. 2020 Economic Condition Factors (ECF) Analysis Grid/Spreadsheet, calculations
and documentation for ALL applicable property classes. Bring no more than 4
ECF neighborhoods per class to the review. If you have less than 4, bring those.
9. 2020 Land Value Analysis - Grid/Spreadsheet for ALL property classes in the unit.
10. 2020 Forms 5076 filed with the unit. If there are more than 50 Forms, the auditor
will email you a random sample to bring to the review. If you are not emailed a
sampling, ALL of the Forms 5076 filed in 2020 need to be at the review.
11. Poverty Exemption guidelines, application & asset level test. Refer to Bulletin 6 of
2017 & Bulletin 14 of 2019.
12. Poverty Exemption Applications granted, bring what is emailed to you OR 1
poverty exemption granted from either of the 2020 JBOR or DBOR, if applicable.

13. 2020 July & December BOR Minutes and Current year PRE Affidavits that
were granted by the JBOR or DBOR. This Affidavit is being requested:
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/2368f_2605_7.pdf
14. The Resolution if interest & penalty fees are waived for failure to file a Property
Transfer Affidavit (PTA) or if the PTA was filed after 45 days. If the Resolution is
not dated, bring the minutes when it was adopted. If you bill, bring copies of the
bill or a report showing they’ve been billed.

The review will take place in ?
Jan 5 (see the attached excel spreadsheet for available times).
Your assistance is appreciated and the review can go quickly if the information is put
in the order as listed above (1-14).
Assessors with multiple units will need to schedule a separate time slot for each unit.
We are scheduling appointments on a first come basis:
Please schedule an appointment by indicating first and second appointment date/time choice and contact
Therese Zaborowski at 906.203.7473 or email therese.zaborowski@tma1.com to submit your
appointment request. TMA is attempting to make this as efficient and accommodating as possible but we
understand personal conflicts may arise. Conflict with the date(s)? Your options are: Gather the
information (1-14 listed above) and give it to someone from your unit that can attend a time/date with the
attached schedule, that works for him/her; OR leave the information, organized, (1-14 listed above) with
the equalization department and the auditor will review it and return it back to the equalization
department. In case of an emergency, please have someone bring your information (1-14 listed above) to
your scheduled appointment time.

Please note: these meetings are not open to the public and should not be construed as open
public meetings that anyone can attend. Please review the AMAR Sheet on the STC Website prior to
interview for further information. http://www.michigan.gov/documents/treasury/AMAR_Adopted_9-1817_with_Hyperlinks_601914_7.pdf
CC: Michael Woolford, Luce County Equalization Director

Summary of Changes to MCL 211.7u Poverty Exemption in Public Act 253 of 2020
Public Act 253 of 2020 was signed into law on December 23, 2020. The Act made several changes
to the poverty exemption statute (MCL 211.7u) that will impact how local units, assessors, and boards
of review handle the exemption starting with the 2021 tax year:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Removes the word “supervisor” from statute, making it clear that only the Board of Review
can grant/deny poverty exemption
Clarifies that the federal income levels used are those adopted in the prior tax year (2020
federal levels are used for 2021 exemptions)
Requires the local unit to make the policy, guidelines and application form available on their
website
Removes the ability for Boards of Review to deviate from the adopted policy/guidelines for
“substantial and compelling reasons”
Local units can adopt a resolution that allows an exemption granted in 2019 or 2020 to carry
forward to 2021, 2022 and 2023 for those persons who receive a fixed income solely from
public assistance that is not subject to significant annual increases (Federal Supplemental
Security Income, Social Security disability or retirement benefits). Local units can also adopt
a resolution for any new exemptions in 2021, 2022 or 2023 to remain exempt for up to 3 years
for persons who receive a fixed income (MCL 211.7u(6))
Local units can carry a poverty exemption forward that was granted in 2019 or 2020 for the
2021 tax year, without an application or protest to the Board of Review. Local units must
adopt a resolution by February 15, 2021 to carry the exemption forward (MCL211.7u(8))
If a person meets all eligibility requirements in statute, the Board of Review must grant a full
exemption equal to a 100% reduction in taxable value OR a partial exemption equal to a 25%
or 50% reduction in taxable value OR any other percentage reduction in taxable value
approved by the STC

A person receiving the extended exemption in MCL 211.7u(6) for up to 3 years due to receiving a
fixed income is required to file an affidavit rescinding the exemption within 45 days of no longer
being eligible for the exemption.
Local units that adopt a resolution to extend the poverty exemption for up to 3 years for those persons
who receive a fixed income solely from public assistance or local units that carry the 2019/2020
granted poverty exemptions forward to 2021 must implement an audit program and if found ineligible,
the person is subject to repayment of the taxes plus interest.
Local units may need to revise their guidelines, policies, etc to implement the changes in statute. This
includes revised guidelines that remove any other calculation of the taxable value for approved
poverty exemptions, i.e. formulas that take into consideration the homestead tax credit to calculate
the property tax liability and revised TV based on that calculated tax liability. The guidelines may
only provide for a full exemption equal to a 100% reduction in taxable value (TV of 0) or a partial
exemption equal to a 25% reduction or 50% reduction in taxable value, or any other percentage
reduction approved by the State Tax Commission.
PA 253 requires the State Tax Commission to issue a bulletin on how to develop and implement the
audit program for the extended poverty exemption provisions in MCL 211.7u(6) and (8). The State
Tax Commission will also be working to create the statutorily required poverty application form and
other necessary forms and guidance.
Provided by State Tax Commission January 8, 2021

Act No. 253
Public Acts of 2020
Approved by the Governor
December 22, 2020
Filed with the Secretary of State
December 22, 2020
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 22, 2020

STATE OF MICHIGAN
100TH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2020
Introduced by Senators Runestad and Chang

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 1234
AN ACT to amend 1893 PA 206, entitled “An act to provide for the assessment of rights and interests, including
leasehold interests, in property and the levy and collection of taxes on property, and for the collection of taxes
levied; making those taxes a lien on the property taxed, establishing and continuing the lien, providing for the
sale or forfeiture and conveyance of property delinquent for taxes, and for the inspection and disposition of lands
bid off to the state and not redeemed or purchased; to provide for the establishment of a delinquent tax revolving
fund and the borrowing of money by counties and the issuance of notes; to define and limit the jurisdiction of the
courts in proceedings in connection with property delinquent for taxes; to limit the time within which actions may
be brought; to prescribe certain limitations with respect to rates of taxation; to prescribe certain powers and duties
of certain officers, departments, agencies, and political subdivisions of this state; to provide for certain
reimbursements of certain expenses incurred by units of local government; to provide penalties for the violation
of this act; and to repeal acts and parts of acts,” by amending section 7u (MCL 211.7u), as amended by 2012
PA 135.
The People of the State of Michigan enact:
Sec. 7u. (1) The principal residence of a person who, in the judgment of the supervisor and board of review, by
reason of poverty, is unable to contribute toward the public charges is eligible for exemption in whole or in part
from the collection of taxes under this act. This section does not apply to the property of a corporation.
(2) To be eligible for exemption under this section, a person shall, subject to subsections (6) and (8), do all of
the following on an annual basis:
(a) Own and occupy as a principal residence the property for which an exemption is requested. The person
shall affirm this ownership and occupancy status in writing by filing a form prescribed by the state tax commission
with the local assessing unit.
(b) File a claim with the board of review on a form prescribed by the state tax commission and provided by the
local assessing unit, accompanied by federal and state income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal
residence, including any property tax credit returns, filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current
year. Federal and state income tax returns are not required for a person residing in the principal residence if that
person was not required to file a federal or state income tax return in the tax year in which the exemption under
this section is claimed or in the immediately preceding tax year. If a person was not required to file a federal or
state income tax return in the tax year in which the exemption under this section is claimed or in the immediately
preceding tax year, an affidavit in a form prescribed by the state tax commission may be accepted in place of the
federal or state income tax return. The filing of a claim under this subsection constitutes an appearance before
the board of review for the purpose of preserving the claimant’s right to appeal the decision of the board of review
regarding the claim.

(149)

(c) Produce a valid driver license or other form of identification if requested by the supervisor or board of
review.
(d) Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property for which an exemption is
requested if required by the supervisor or board of review.
(e) Meet the federal poverty guidelines published in the prior calendar year in the Federal Register by the
United States Department of Health and Human Services under its authority to revise the poverty line under
42 USC 9902, or alternative guidelines adopted by the governing body of the local assessing unit provided the
alternative guidelines do not provide income eligibility requirements less than the federal guidelines.
(3) The application for an exemption under this section must be filed after January 1 but before the day prior
to the last day of the board of review.
(4) The governing body of the local assessing unit shall determine and make available to the public the policy
and guidelines used for the granting of exemptions under this section. If the local assessing unit maintains a
website, the local assessing unit shall make the policy and guidelines, and the form described in subsection (2)(b),
available to the public on the website. The guidelines must include, but are not limited to, the specific income and
asset levels of the claimant and total household income and assets.
(5) The board of review shall follow the policy and guidelines of the local assessing unit in granting or denying
an exemption under this section. If a person claiming an exemption under this section is qualified under the
eligibility requirements in subsection (2), the board of review shall grant the exemption in whole or in part, as
follows:
(a) A full exemption equal to a 100% reduction in taxable value for the tax year in which the exemption is
granted.
(b) A partial exemption equal to 1 of the following:
(i) A 50% or 25% reduction in taxable value for the tax year in which the exemption is granted.
(ii) As approved by the state tax commission, any other percentage reduction in taxable value for the tax year
in which the exemption is granted, applied in a form and manner prescribed by the state tax commission.
(6) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, a local assessing unit may permit by
resolution a principal residence exempt from the collection of taxes under this section in tax year 2019 or 2020,
or both, to remain exempt under this section in tax years 2021, 2022, and 2023 without subsequent reapplication
for the exemption, provided there has not been a change in ownership or occupancy status of the person eligible
for exemption under subsection (2), and may permit a principal residence exempt for the first time from the
collection of taxes under this section in tax year 2021, 2022, or 2023 to remain exempt under this section for up
to 3 additional years after its initial year of exempt status without subsequent reapplication for the exemption,
provided there has not been a change in ownership or occupancy status of the person eligible for exemption under
subsection (2), if the person who establishes initial eligibility under subsection (2) receives a fixed income solely
from public assistance that is not subject to significant annual increases beyond the rate of inflation, such as
federal Supplemental Security Income or Social Security disability or retirement benefits. Both of the following
apply to a person who obtains an extended exemption under this subsection:
(a) The person shall file with the local assessing unit, in a form and manner prescribed by the state tax
commission, an affidavit rescinding the exemption as extended under this subsection within 45 days after either
of the following, if applicable:
(i) The person ceases to own or occupy the principal residence for which the exemption was extended.
(ii) The person experiences a change in household assets or income that defeats eligibility for the exemption
under subsection (2).
(b) If the person fails to file a rescission as required under subdivision (a) and the property is later determined
to be ineligible for the exemption under this section, the person is subject to repayment of any additional taxes
with interest as described in this subdivision. Upon discovery that the property is no longer eligible for the
exemption under this section, the assessor shall remove the exemption of that property and, if the tax roll is in
the local tax collecting unit’s possession, amend the tax roll to reflect the removal of the exemption, and the local
treasurer shall, within 30 days of the date of the discovery, issue a corrected tax bill for any additional taxes with
interest at the rate of 1% per month or fraction of a month computed from the date the taxes were last payable
without interest. If the tax roll is in the county treasurer’s possession, the tax roll must be amended to reflect the
removal of the exemption and the county treasurer shall, within 30 days of the date of the removal, prepare and
submit a supplemental tax bill for any additional taxes, together with interest at the rate of 1% per month or
fraction of a month computed from the date the taxes were last payable without interest. Interest on any tax set
forth in a corrected or supplemental tax bill again begins to accrue 60 days after the date the corrected or
supplemental tax bill is issued at the rate of 1% per month or fraction of a month. Taxes levied in a corrected or
supplemental tax bill must be returned as delinquent on the March 1 in the year immediately succeeding the year
in which the corrected or supplemental tax bill is issued.
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(7) A person who files a claim under this section is not prohibited from also appealing the assessment on the
property for which that claim is made before the board of review in the same year.
(8) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, if the assessor determines that a principal
residence of a person by reason of poverty is still eligible for this exemption and the property was exempt from
the collection of taxes under this section in tax year 2019 or 2020, or both, the property shall remain exempt from
the collection of taxes under this section through tax year 2021 if, on or before February 15, 2021, the governing
body of the local assessing unit in which the principal residence is located adopts a resolution that continues the
exemption through tax year 2021 for all principal residences within the local assessing unit that were exempt
from the collection of taxes under this section in tax year 2019 or 2020, or both. The local assessing unit may
require the owner of a principal residence exempt from the collection of taxes under this subsection to affirm
ownership, poverty, and occupancy status in writing by filing with the local assessing unit the form prescribed by
the state tax commission under subsection (2)(a).
(9) A local assessing unit that adopts a resolution under subsection (6) or (8) must develop and implement an
audit program that includes, but is not limited to, the audit of all information filed under subsection (2). If property
is determined to be ineligible for exemption as a result of an audit, the person who filed for the exemption under
subsection (2) is subject to repayment of additional taxes including interest to be paid as provided in
subsection (6)(b). The state tax commission shall issue a bulletin providing further guidance to local assessing
units on the development and implementation of an audit program under this subsection.
(10) As used in this section, “principal residence” means principal residence or qualified agricultural property
as those terms are defined in section 7dd.
This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Secretary of the Senate

Clerk of the House of Representatives

Approved___________________________________________

____________________________________________________
Governor
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ANNUAL GUIDELINE RESOLUTION FOR POVERTY EXEMPTION
WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is required of the City of Sault Ste.
Marie Commission; and
WHEREAS, the principal residence of persons, who the City Assessor and Board of Review
determines by reason of poverty to be unable to contribute to the public charge, is eligible for
exemption in whole or in part from taxation under Public Act 390 of 1994 (MCL 211.7u); and
WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 390 of 1994, the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa County adopts the
following guidelines for the Board of Review to implement. The guidelines shall include but not be
limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons residing in the
household, including any property tax credit returns, filed in the current or immediately preceding
year;
To be eligible, a person shall do all the following on an annual basis:
1) Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the property for which an exemption is
requested.
2) File a claim with the City Assessor or Board of Review, accompanied by federal and state
income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, including any property tax
credit returns filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year or a signed State
Tax Commission Form 4988, Poverty Exemption Affidavit.
3) File a claim reporting that the combined assets of all persons do not exceed the current
guidelines. Assets include but are not limited to, real estate other than the principal residence,
personal property, motor vehicles, recreational vehicles and equipment, certificates of deposit,
savings accounts, checking accounts, stocks, bonds, life insurance, retirement funds, etc.
4) Produce a valid driver’s license or other form of identification if requested.
5) Produce, if requested, a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property
for which an exemption is requested.
6) Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determined annually by the
United States Department of Health and Human Services or alternative guidelines adopted by
the governing body providing the alternative guidelines do not provide eligibility requirements
less than the federal guidelines.
7) The application for an exemption shall be filed after January 1, but one day prior to the last
day of the December Board of Review. The filing of this claim constitutes an appearance
before the Board of Review for the purpose of preserving the right of appeal to the Michigan
Tax Tribunal.
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ANNUAL GUIDELINE RESOLUTION FOR POVERTY EXEMPTION
The following are the 2021 federal poverty income guidelines which are updated annually by the
United States Department of Health and Human Services. The annual allowable income includes
income for all persons residing in the principal residence.
Federal Poverty Guidelines Used in the Determination of Poverty

WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 253 of 2020, if a person claiming an exemption qualified under the
eligibility requirements, the board of review shall grant the exemption in whole or in part, as follows:
(a) A full exemption equal to a 100% reduction in taxable value for the tax year in which the
exemption is granted.
(b) A partial exemption equal to 1 of the following:
(i) A 50% or 25% reduction in taxable value for the tax year in which the exemption is
granted.
(ii) As approved by the state tax commission, any other percentage reduction in taxable
value for the tax year in which the exemption is granted, applied in a form and manner
prescribed by the state tax commission.
WHEREAS, the commission resolves to permit a principal residence exempt from the collection of
taxes under this section in tax year 2019 or 2020, or both, to remain exempt under this section in tax
years 2021, 2022, and 2023 without subsequent reapplication for the exemption, provided there has
not been a change in ownership or occupancy status of the person eligible for exemption and to
permit a principal residence exempt for the first time from the collection of taxes under this section in
tax year 2021, 2022, or 2023 to remain exempt under this section for up to 3 additional years after its
initial year of exempt status without subsequent reapplication for the exemption, provided there has
not been a change in ownership or occupancy status of the person eligible for exemption and if the
person who establishes initial eligibility receives a fixed income solely from public assistance that is
not subject to significant annual increases beyond the rate of inflation, such as federal Supplemental
Security Income or Social Security disability or retirement benefits.
WHEREAS, both of the following apply to a person who obtains an extended exemption:
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ANNUAL GUIDELINE RESOLUTION FOR POVERTY EXEMPTION
(a) The person shall file with the local assessing unit, in a form and manner prescribed by the
state tax commission, an affidavit rescinding the exemption as extended under this subsection
within 45 days after either of the following, if applicable:
(i) The person ceases to own or occupy the principal residence for which the exemption
was extended.
(ii) The person experiences a change in household assets or income that defeats
eligibility for the exemption.
(b) If the person fails to file a rescission as required and the property is later determined to be
ineligible for the exemption, the person is subject to repayment of any additional taxes with
interest.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the City Assessor and Board of Review shall
follow the above stated policy and federal guidelines in granting, extending or denying an exemption,
unless the Board of Review determines there are substantial and compelling reasons why there
should be a deviation from the policy and federal guidelines and these reasons are communicated in
writing to the claimant.
The foregoing resolution offered by City Commission Member
_________________________________________________
Supported by City Commission Member
_________________________________________________
Upon roll call vote, the following voted:
“Aye”: ________________________________________________________________
“Nay”: ________________________________________________________________
The City Clerk declared the resolution _________________.
___________________________________________
Robin Troyer, Clerk City of Sault Ste. Marie
Date: _________________
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3901 East Paris SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616.957.2120 phone
616.957.3026 fax
kentcommunications.com

Janet Maki
Janet Maki, Assessor
6402 County Rd 457
Newberry, MI 49868
Ph:

(906) 291-1337

Proposal

Proposal
Date

211420.
January 11, 2021

Fax:

Project
Assessment Notices - Pentland Twp
Laser Print 1/0 (blk) on 20# White Bond, Fold, Insert x1 into #10 White Double Window Env, (to drive
window), Sort & Mail First Class Presort; 1 Mail Date
PDF file
Components
Assessments, #10 DW Env
Quantity of

1,427

Services
Assessment Set-up PDF File
Process & Mail Assessments

Quantity

Setup

1
1,427

Minimum
$350.00

Rate
$100.00
$120.00

per
ea
/m

Total Cost for Services
Estimated Postage
1st Class/5-Digit

$450.00
Pieces
1,427

Rate
0.38900

Total Estimated Postage
Total Estimated Project Cost

Price
$100.00
$350.00

Postage
$555.10300

$555.10300
1,427

Unit Price:

$0.70

Postage must be paid in advance or on deposit with the Post Office.
Thank you for the opportunity to quote on this project.
Autumn Hoffman
Account ManagerAccount Manager
Phone: (616)957-2120
Fax: (616)957-3026
Email: autumnh@kentcommunications.com

THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTS OF THIS PAGE AND PARAGRAPH 1-18 ON THE BACK SIDE

$1,005.10

MAIL INDUSTRY TRADE CUSTOMS
1. PROPOSALS: Proposals are subject to acceptance within 90 days. Proposals are based on the cost of labor and materials on the date of the proposal. If changes
occur in cost of materials, labor, or other costs prior to acceptance, or if the customer requires changes in the mailing schedule subsequent to acceptance, the right is
reserved to change the price quoted. Subsequent orders will be subject to price revision if required. Proposals do not include applicable taxes, shipping costs or deliveries
unless specifically stated. Postage included on proposals is an estimate only. Proposals are only valid when in writing.
2. CANCELLATION: Orders may be canceled by the customer at any time by notice in writing or via e-mail with the understanding that Kent Communications Inc.
(KCI) will be compensated in full for any work or services performed prior to cancellation, plus the cost of any goods or services purchased for the order.
3. ALTERATIONS/SPECIFICATIONS: Prices quoted are based upon our understanding of the specifications submitted. If there is a change in specifications or
instructions resulting in additional costs, the work performed will be billed at the current rates, and the mailing date may be delayed.
4. VERBAL ORDERS: Written or e-mail orders are strongly recommended. KCI may accept verbal orders; however such orders are subject to KCI’s acceptance of
the written final specifications which customer shall deliver to KCI by fax or mail prior to the commencement of the work.
5. POSTAGE: Proposals include estimated postage only. The customer is responsible for the payment of all postage, whether or not included in the proposals. KCI
will notify the customer in writing, by e-mail or verbally by telephone call as soon as reasonably possible after the actual amount of postage is known and will notify the
customer of the date when the postage is needed in order to complete the mailing prior to the agreed upon mailing date. KCI will make reasonable efforts to provide the
customer with an accurate estimate of required postage; however, the customer, and not KCI, is responsible for additional postage charges if the rate of postage changes
for any reason including the design of the mail piece. Payment of postage in advance is required on all orders and is the responsibility of the customer. KCI reserves the
right to hold mailings for which sufficient postage has not been paid or until postage payment has been verified. The customer will provide the postage payment in
adequate time for KCI to complete the mailing prior to the previously agreed upon mail date. The customer is responsible for all additional postage and or shipping
charges assessed by the Post Office or any other shipping agent after the mailing has been mailed.
6. ACCEPTANCE OF ORDER: The customer agrees that KCI may refuse at any time to mail any copy, photographs or illustrations of any kind that in the
management’s sole judgement believes is an invasion of privacy, is degrading, libelous, unlawful, profane, obscene, pornographic, tends to ridicule or embarrass, or is in
bad taste, or which in the management’s sole judgement is an infringement on a trade mark, or trade name, or service mark, or copyright belonging to others.
The Customer also agrees to defend and hold KCI harmless in any suit, claim, or court action brought against KCI for alleged or actual damages, costs, expenses (including
reasonable attorney’s fees), liabilities or losses of any kind or nature resulting from the mailing for the customer, including circumstances where KCI, acting as the
customer’s agent, uses copy, photographs, or illustrations that are or believed by others to be degrading, libelous or harmful to their reputations, images, or standing in
the community or an infringement on a trade mark, trade name, service mark, or copyright belonging to others, or in a suit or court action brought against KCI for actions
of the customer’s employees which may occur as a result of any mailing.
7. MAILING LISTS: Customer’s mailing list(s) in KCI’s possession for storage or otherwise, is the exclusive property of the customer and shall be used only at the
customers instructions. KCI shall provide reasonable protection against the loss of a customer’s list. It is the customer’s sole responsibility to maintain a duplicate list
or have the source material from which the list was compiled. KCI shall pay for the cost of replacing such lists in the event of its systems failure, loss by fire, vandalism,
theft or other such causes on KCI’s premises (excluding destruction of the list due to the customer’s negligence or willful misconduct), provided that the customer has a
duplicate list or has the source material from which the list was compiled, and then only to the extent of the costs involved in replacing the lost list. KCI shall not be
liable for compiling such lists nor for an intangible or special value attached thereto.
KCI is not responsible for the accuracy or integrity of lists or other data supplied by the customer or list broker. Unless otherwise specified in writing in advance, all
rented mailing lists are provided on a one-time use basis.
8. MATERIALS: KCI assumes in all proposals that all material provided will permit efficient handling on automated equipment, and meets equipment manufacturer’s
published specifications. Materials furnished that are within manufacturer’s specifications, but which are not up to acceptable operational standards due to poor folding,
facing, trimming, packing, sticking together of material, insufficient leeway between enclosures and envelopes, square envelope flaps or other causes, will be subject to
pricing at special rates. The customer will be notified when a deficiency is discovered and approval will be obtained for handling at special rates before proceeding with
work, and a new delivery schedule may result.
KCI is not responsible for identifying errors in preprinted copy on customer-furnished materials and assumes no liability for damages resulting from the mailing of
materials which contain erroneous information. When performing mailings for not-for-profit customers, KCI is not responsible for content in mailed materials which
causes a customer to lose their Nonprofit Status.
All direct mail handling and processing involves spoilage. Allowances for spoilage should be taken into consideration in ordering material. Spoilage of up to three (3)
percent of customer’s materials is typical. KCI will make reasonable efforts to handle customer’s material to prevent undue spoilage. Nevertheless, KCI is not responsible
for shortages of material as a result of spoilage in processing. All stock and materials belonging to a customer will be held and stored only at the customer’s risk, and
the customer shall be responsible for insurance on its stock and material.
Printer delivery tickets must accompany the materials delivered, and should show the number of skids or cartons, the quantity per skid or carton, and the total delivery
quantity. Each incoming carton or skid must bear an identity, item code, quantity and a sample clearly visible. Each skid shall have only one material version, unless
clearly marked and separated. Multiple items shall not be included within a single carton, skid or container unless noted thereon and on accompanying paperwork. KCI
will apply a surcharge for any rework necessary for materials received not meeting these specifications.
KCI accepts and may rely upon printers’ count until processing, and assumes no responsibility for shortages discovered at that time. Additional charges will apply if the
customer requires the mailer to verify printer’s counts prior to processing. Customer shall provide KCI with sufficient inventory or adequate sources of supply to meet
anticipated demand. Cost for back orders, delay notices, canceled orders and increased customer service resulting from out of stock conditions is to be paid by, and will
be billed to customer.
Collect shipment will be accepted only if clearance is obtained in advance, and a service charge will be added to the actual freight charges. KCI is not responsible for the
condition of shipped overs, unless customer has been billed for packing and/or shipping.
The customer retains title to and the insurable interest in its materials. Customer shall obtain its own insurance for loss or damage to its materials. Customer releases,
discharges, and holds KCI harmless from any loss or damage to customer’s material that is or should have been covered by the insurance to be provided by customer, as
provided above. KCI may carry insurance to protect itself against acts of negligence on the part of its employees in the normal course of business. If specific additional

insurance coverage is desired by customer, such coverage must be specified by agreement in writing with KCI and customer shall then provide and pay for such additional
coverage by separate insurance or rider. In such instances, the liability of KCI for losses will be limited to the insurance coverage provided.
9. LABELS: Labels must be within equipment manufacturers’ published specifications for labeling equipment. For paper labels as well as those which are
electronically generated, quoted prices assume that label placement will be in the position most advantageous to production speed, or additional charges will be billed.
10. INSERTING SEQUENCE: Effort will be made to insert material in the sequence and facing the direction the customer requests, but quoted prices assume the
most advantageous production speeds, and specified sequence or facing may result in additional charges being billed.
11. OVERAGES: The customer must advise KCI, in advance of the performance of the order, of the disposition of overs (leftover mail pieces). Overs may be returned
to the customer, stored, or destroyed. If items are stored or returned, applicable storage and delivery charges will be added. Additionally, at KCI’s option and without
liability to KCI, material may be automatically destroyed after 60 days if customer has failed to respond to a disposition request or failed to pay for storage starting 30
days after the mail date. Premium storage rates may be applied to old materials or materials for which disposition has not been designated. KCI is not responsible for the
condition of shipped overs.
12. DELIVERY SCHEDULES: KCI will make reasonable efforts to meet scheduled delivery and mailing date(s), but is not liable for failure to meet any requested
delivery dates. In addition, KCI has no control over U.S. Postal Service, United Parcel Service or common carriers’ delivery schedules and cannot guarantee when the
mail or shipments deposited with or released to these carriers will be delivered. The date which mail or shipments are deposited by KCI with or released to these carriers
is the date of delivery for purposes of this contract.
KCI is not responsible or liable due to delays, and all orders are accepted contingent upon, fire, accident, act of God, mechanical breakdown or other causes beyond KCI’s
control. Since the time element is an integral part of KCI’s business, quoted prices are based upon a specific set of time schedules for completion. Any requested deviation
from the schedules described or agreed upon by both parties at the time the order is placed may alter the quoted price. Late delivery of material may delay the completion
date of the order by a greater degree than the actual elapsed time the material is late.
13. ERRORS IN MAILING: In the event of an error or mistake by KCI resulting in an erroneous mailing, KCI, at its expense, shall remail that portion of the mailing
that was in error, as soon as is reasonably possible after notification in writing by customer of the error or mistake. Notwithstanding KCI’s error or mistake, the customer
shall pay the postage for all such remailings. The remailing is the exclusive and sole remedy of customer against KCI for such error or mistake, and is in substitution for
all other remedies or damages, including loss of business, postage, or other consequential or incidental damages.
14. DELINQUENT INVOICES: If customer fails to timely pay KCI, KCI may, at its option, along with all other remedies available to KCI, retain the customer’s list
or printing or other property until paid in full or sell the customers property and apply the proceeds against payment of delinquent invoices. “Delinquent” is defined as
“past the agreed or specified payment date.” After suitable credit has been established, unless otherwise specified in writing by KCI, terms are net with interest as allowed
by law applied to delinquent invoices. Customer is responsible for any related collection costs, legal fees and interest.
15. BROKER/AD AGENCY/RESELLER: When contracting with an intermediary such as a broker, ad agency or reseller for work on behalf of their customers, the
intermediary, as well as the customer is fully responsible to KCI for timely payment of invoices and for related collection costs, legal fees and interest. The intermediary’s
responsibility for payment to KCI is without regard to whether the intermediary has been paid by its customer for services rendered.
16. TAXES: All amounts due for taxes and assessments will be added to the customer’s invoice and are the responsibility of the customer. No tax exemption will be
granted unless official proof of the customer’s exemption is on file with KCI or such documentation accompanies the order. If, after the customer has paid the invoice, it
is determined that more tax is due, the customer shall promptly remit the required taxes to the taxing authority or immediately reimburse KCI for any additional taxes
paid by KCI.
17. SOLE AND EXCLUSIVE REMEDY: The Sole and exclusive remedy of customer for the breach of this agreement by KCI or any express or implied warranties
pertaining to the mailing purchased by customer pursuant to this agreement, shall be remailing as provided in paragraph 13 above. Alternatively KCI may, at its opinion,
provide a full refund of the invoice price. Customer shall notify KCI by written notice of any defect in the mailing within the period of 60 days immediately following
the mailing. Failure by customer to notify KCI within this 60 day period shall relieve KCI from any liability to customer as a result of the defective mailing. The remedy
here provided by KCI as to remailing, shall be customers sole and exclusive remedy and is expressly made in substitution of any and all remedies otherwise provided
under the Uniform Commercial Code as enacted in the state of Michigan or any other state or jurisdiction. Under no circumstances shall KCI be liable to customer or
any other person for any consequential, incidental, economic, direct, indirect, general or specific damages arising out of any breach of warranty, express or implied, under
the agreement.
18. STATE OF MICHIGAN: This agreement shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws of, and enforced within the jurisdiction of, the state of Michigan. Any
suit against KCI involving this agreement shall be brought in a court of competent jurisdiction within the county of Kent and the state of Michigan.

Regular Meeting
Luce County Board of Commissioners
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 @ 4:30 p.m.
Circuit Courtroom – County Government Building
407 W. Harrie Street
Newberry, MI 49868
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Commissioners Clark, French, Morrison, Erickson and Henry
ABSENT: None
GUESTS: Gary Moulton, Tammy Henry, Chris Peterson, Beth Gibson,
Stuart McTiver, Erin Carter
The Chair led the Pledge of Allegiance.
French upon support of Henry offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to approve the agenda with the following additions:
1. EDC Grant Proposal
2. District Court request to combine grant money and hire full time tether grant
position
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
Henry upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing and the Regular Meeting
dated November 23, 2020 as presented.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
Public Comment:
None
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
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RESOLVED, to approve the request to appoint Darrell Schummer to the Luce County
Road Commission Board.
Ayes: Commissioners, Clark, French and Morrison
Nays: Commissioners, Henry and Erickson
The resolution was declared adopted.
Morrison upon support of French offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to approve the request from Tammy Henry, Luce County EDC Director for
grant proposal to help local business affected Covid mandated closures.
The resolution was unanimously adopted. Commissioner Henry abstained
Morrison upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to approve the request from 92nd District Court to combine all their grants
into one budget and make the tether officer a full-time grant position.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
French upon support of Henry offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to require all departments to get prior authorization from the County
Administrator for any purchases over $200.00 effective immediately and until further
notice.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
Henry upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to approve the request to adopt the FY 2021 budget with a 10% reduction
to the Sheriff Department and Jail budgets. The budget reductions must not include any
reduction to Courthouse Security.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to approve the request from Lindsay Koerner, General Ledger Clerk to
make 2020- year end budget amendments.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
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RESOLVED, to approve the request for lease renewal between the County of Luce and
the State of Michigan #11041-2019 and authorize the Chairperson to sign documents.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
County Administrator Gary Moulton presented monthly financial reports to the board. He
informed the board that the Sheriff tried to give his turnkeys and bailiffs a bonus by
turning in extra 40 hours on their time sheets. The Payroll Clerk informed the Sheriff she
could not process without prior approval. He also told the board, we need to do a better
job of making sure things are getting charged for the correct line item.
Old Business:
None
New Business:
None
Department Head Reports:
Chris Peterson the new Emergency Management Director introduced himself to the
board.
Committee Reports:
Commissioner Henry attended the following committee meetings: Regional Planning
redact committee meeting and Luce County Parks and Rec.
Commissioner Erickson attended the following committee meetings: Manistique Lakes
Dam committee and Luce County Airport
Commissioner Morrison attended the following committee meetings: Pathways, LMAS
and Luce County Airport
Commissioner French attended the following committee meetings: EUP Transportation
Authority special meeting and regular meeting, UPCAP and LMAS
Commissioner Clark attended the following committee meetings: Met with Judge Gibson
regarding the tether and grants and Luce County Parks and Rec.
Public Comment:
None
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French upon support of Erickson offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, to pay claims as previously approved by the claims and audit committee as
follows:
101
208
215
249
258
261
266
277
295

General Fund
Parks & Rec.
FOC
Bldg Dept.
Emerg Man
Shot Range
Sheriff Mill
Inten case man
Airport

53,793.56
3,907.39
1,095.33
27.96
63.59
74.79
5,179.16
346.03
13,983.18

206 Snowmobile
211 Extension
236 Vet Admin
256 ROD Auto fund
260 Indg Def Fund
265 911
269 Law Lib
280 Tether Prog
296 Drug Court

8,000.00
178.61
27,003.52
1,159.00
21,981.74
4,525.57
188.20
639.00
4,152.55

Grand Total $146,299.18
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
The Organizational Meeting will be held on Monday, January 4, 2021 @ 4:00 p.m.
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 6:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________
Michelle Clark, Chair

___________________________________
Sharon J. Price, Clerk
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