
PENTLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call 

Changes to the Agenda 

Brief Public Comment 

Approval of Minutes 

Approval of Bills  

Treasurer’s Report 

New business 

• Repairs to the M-123 lift station. 

• Motion for the Township Board to meet in closed session to discuss a confidential 
memorandum from the Township Attorney, per MCL 15.268(h). 

Roll call vote to go into closed session: 

Foley______ Glime______ Lehto______ Maki______ Rathje______ 

• Motion for the Township Board to end this closed session (no roll call needed) 

Old Business: 

• Wastewater litigation with the Village and sewer lagoon update 

• Future Hall Bookings  

• Liquor Inspection Reports 

• Water and Sewer Updates 

o Lots of stuff here! 

• Open for Other Reports 

• Communications 

Extended Public Comment 

Next Regular Meeting – October 13, 2020 

Adjournment 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki. 

Board members present: Treasurer Jean Foley, Trustee Bill Glime, Trustee Martin Lehto, 

Supervisor Janet Maki, and Clerk Greg Rathje.  Absent: none. 

Also present: Utilities Superintendent AJ Downey, Deputy Clerk Caryn DeWyse, Luce County 

Road Commission Engineer-Manager Stuart McTiver, Luce County Economic Development 

Corporation Executive Director Tammy Lasley-Henry, Christine Rathje, and from the township’s 

auditing firm of Anderson-Tackman & Company from Marquette – Michael Grentz. 

Under changes to tonight’s agenda, a follow up discussion with Mr. McTiver from the Road 

Commission was added. 

There was no brief public comment. 

Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the regular meeting of July 14 for approval. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Glime, to approve these minutes.  Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The bills were presented by Clerk Rathje. 

Motion by Maki, seconded by Foley, to approve the following five items in one motion: 

1. There were no General Fund, Sewer Fund, or Water Fund checks issued per Pentland 

Township’s “Post Audit” policy.  (This policy explains how bills are paid between 

meetings) 

2. General Fund check numbers 3974 through 4016 and EFT67 for payment today. 

3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5190 and 5191 for payments approved today. 

4. Water Fund check number 6124 for payments approved today. 

5. Transfer $31,194.38 from First National Bank of St. Ignace’s Municipal Account to the 

Checking Account. 

The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer Foley.   

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Glime, to receive the Treasurer’s Report.  Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then moved to new business. 

Luce County Road Commission Engineer-Manager Stuart McTiver and the Board continued a 

discussion from last month about a possible project to pave several miles of State Forest Drive from 

approximately Greenwood Drive south to Canada Lakes. 

Tonight’s discussion was only informational and to help the Board understand the rough costs of the 

project and what factors could drive up or down the actual costs in the next few years. 
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The Board thanked Mr. McTiver for his time in this matter and would like to keep this project as a 

possibility as funds become available. 

Michael Grentz, a certified public accountant (CPA) from Anderson, Tackman & Co., presented his 

firm’s initial thoughts about the state of the township’s finances after spending the past several days 

at the township hall reviewing our books. 

Mr. Grentz believes the township’s finances are in good shape.  He drew the Board’s attention to 

several items, including: 

• having employees track not only their hours, but to which fund (general, sewer, or water) 

their time should be ‘allocated’ to for payment;  

• the importance of backing up all the townships computers;  

• and the need for the Board to focus on building up the general fund’s “rainy day” fund to 

cover shortfalls in revenue. 

When asked, Mr. Grentz said the Board should set a long-term goal of having one year’s worth of 

revenue in the rainy day fund. 

The Board thanked Mr. Grentz and his associate (who was not present tonight) for their efforts. 

Tammy Lasley-Henry, Executive Director of the Luce County Economic Development Corporation 

(EDC), presented to the Board a motion from the EDC board, asking Pentland Township to consider 

expanding the boundaries of the industrial facilities tax exemption district to include the ‘new’ 

industrial park on the east side of Miller Road. 

The Board discussed the merits of the proposal before reaching a decision. 

Motion by Rathje, seconded by Foley, to approve in principal expanding the industrial facilities tax 

exemption district to include the new industrial park on the east side of Miller Road, and to contact 

our attorney about the steps required to do so (which appears to be mostly crafting the correct 

wording in a resolution). 

Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Board considered the contract proposal from Grossman Forestry for a bid to harvest timber 

from township property. 

Motion by Maki, seconded by Glime, to approve the contract proposal from Grossman Forestry for 

a bid to harvest timber from township property. 

Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Board then turned its attention to the upcoming mediation between the Township and Village 

of Newberry as part of the current lawsuit.  The court require parties to try to resolve their 

differences in mediation before a case proceeds to trial. 

There was unanimous consent to allow our attorney and board representatives (Trustee Glime and 

Clerk Rathje) to discuss a possible agreement with the Village of Newberry during mediation later 
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this month.  There was unanimous understanding that the Board has the final say in any agreements 

reached from this process. 

One additional item about mediation was a motion to authorize two special meetings of the 

Township Board each night after mediation.  These special meetings would take place only if 

needed to discuss and/or proceed on any items that were ready for the Board to consider. 

Motion by Glime, seconded by Lehto, to call for two special meetings of the Township Board if the 

Board’s attorney and representatives to the upcoming mediation feel a meeting is needed.  The same 

motion set the time and dates for Wednesday, August 26 and Thursday, August 27, with both 

meetings starting at 7:00 pm at the township hall. 

Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

Under old business, there was nothing else substantive to discuss about the Village lawsuit. 

Treasurer Foley reported there were no bookings at the hall in the near future. 

Clerk Rathje reported the township received a set of liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s 

Department for the past two months.  All of the establishments that were open received a grade of 

“good”. 

Utilities superintendent AJ Downey continued his thorough assessment of the township’s assets and 

identifying items that need attention not only today, but also in the future so the Board can begin to 

plan for needed work. 

One time-critical item is repairing the suction line at the M-123 lift station – this should be done 

before winter and will cost approximately $13,000. 

There was unanimous consent to amend the board’s earlier motion for the special meetings later this 

month to bring this up at the special meeting after the audit is done and the Board has a better sense 

of the sewer fund’s cash flow. 

Under other reports, Clerk Rathje reported that NMU’s attempt to install high-speed internet in our 

township has hit another snag and is delayed again. 

There was no extended public comment. 

The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2020, at 

7:00 pm at the Pentland Township Hall.   

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

 

____________________________  ____________________________ 

Gregory Rathje    Janet Maki 

Pentland Township Clerk   Pentland Township Supervisor 



 

CHECK #PAYEE AMOUNT DESCRIPTION

General Fund checks paid ahead of time: (legally known as "post audit" payments)
No early bills paid since the August 11 meeting. -$                -$                  -$               

Total -$                 -$                -$                  -$               

General Fund checks to be paid today:
Payroll:

4017 Deborah Burbach 79.93$             Deputy Treasurer - 0 mtg & 0 hrs 79.93$            -$                  -$               

4018 Caryn DeWyse 208.70$           Deputy Clerk - 1 mtg & 7.75 hrs 208.70$          -$                  -$               

4019 AJ Downey 2,954.09$       Utiilities Supervisor 590.82$          1,181.64$        1,181.64$     

4020 Jean Foley 677.79$           Treasurer 677.79$          -$                  -$               

4021 Bill Glime 343.42$           Trustee & two extra meetings (mediation) 343.42$          -$                  -$               

4022 Martin Lehto 302.29$           Trustee & Property Watch 302.29$          -$                  -$               

4023 Janet Maki 2,487.20$       Supervisor & Assessor 2,487.20$      -$                  -$               

4024 Gregory Rathje 914.99$           Clerk 750.29$          -$                  164.70$        

4025 Mike Richards 104.75$           Five hours -$                52.37$             52.38$           

4026 Terrie Slack 1,395.29$       Admin Assistant & Interim Custodian - 3.42 hours 490.05$          452.56$           452.68$        

Total 9,468.45$       5,930.49$      1,686.57$        1,851.39$     

Remittances:
EFT 68 US Government 2,558.04$       Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Fed.Tax/FICA/SocSec 1,672.14$      442.95$           442.95$        
4027 Michigan Dept. of Treasury 449.05$           State Withholding 295.33$          76.86$             76.86$           

Total 3,007.09$       1,967.47$      519.81$           519.81$        

Accounts Payable:

4028 AT&T 355.64$           Phone bill 86.40$            134.62$           134.62$        

4029 Cloverland Electric 41.04$             Pentland School H20 Tower - used to be annual. -$                -$                  41.04$           

4030 Cloverland Electric 113.71$           Twp hall - used to be annual. 113.71$          -$                  -$               

4031 Election Source 868.63$           AV ballot supplies 868.63$          -$                  -$               

4032 Fosters Ace Hardware 117.11$           Parts and more 113.12$          -$                  3.99$             

4033 Luce County Road Commission 1,990.11$       Dust control - 3,791 gallons 1,990.11$      -$                  -$               

4034 Newberry News 5.00$               Color copies for sewer lawsuit -$                5.00$                -$               

4035 Pentland Utilities 3,550.00$       Hydrant Rental 3,550.00$      -$                  -$               

4036 Rolfe, Craig 16,889.20$     
FOIA request for election records (325.00) and sewer 

lawsuit (16,564.20)
325.00$          16,564.20$      -$               

4037 Security Benefit Group 80.00$             457 Plan (w/out Richards & Carmody) 80.00$            -$                  -$               

4038 Sensus 1,715.95$       Annual maint. fee -$                -$                  1,715.95$     

4039 Slack, Terrie 48.30$             84 miles @ 57.5 cents/mile 48.30$            -$                  -$               

4040 Sault Ste. Marie 36.00$             Water testing -$                -$                  36.00$           

4041 Verizon 49.49$             Cell phone -$                24.74$             24.75$           

25,860.18$     7,175.27$      16,728.56$     1,956.35$     -$              

Grand Total for Today 

(checks 4017 - 4041)
38,335.72$     

<-- This amount will be transferred from General Fund's 

Money Market to Checking.
15,073.23$    18,934.94$     4,327.55$     -$              

Turn over to other side!
Sewer Fund Checks (post audit and today)

5192 Pentland Twp General Fund 2,007.04$       09/08 Repay General Fund Advance -$                2,007.04$        -$               

5193 Pentland Twp General Fund 18,934.94$     09/08 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                18,934.94$      -$               

Water Fund Checks (post audit and today)

6125 Pentland Twp General Fund 4,327.55$       09/08 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                  -$                    4,327.55$     
End of List!

Total

SEPTEMBER 2020 MONTHLY BILLS
Last updated September 7, 2020

General Fund Sewer Fund Water Fund Liquor Fund

Last printed 9/7/2020 11:39 AM Page 1 of 1



Year Invoice Amount Gallons

2009 691 2,520.00$     9,000            0.2800$      -                        0.00%

2010 727 2,152.00$     8,000            0.2690$      -3.9% -3.93%

2011 748 2,093.34$     7,503            0.2790$      3.7% -0.36%

2012 778 1,883.00$     7,000            0.2690$      -3.6% -3.93%

2013 816 2,093.00$     7,000            0.2990$      11.2% 6.79%

2014 832 2,009.70$     6,300            0.3190$      6.7% 13.93%

2015 865 2,089.15$     6,350            0.3290$      3.1% 17.50%

2016* 894 2,381.81$     7,445            0.3199$      -2.8% 14.26%

2016* 898 2,337.31$     7,327            0.3190$      -3.0% 13.93%

2016 TOTAL 4,719.12$     14,772         0.3195$      -2.9% 14.09%

2017* See # 1,990.45$     6,050            0.3290$      3.1% 17.50%

2017* 928 2,977.78$     9,051            0.3290$      3.0% 17.50%

2017 TOTAL 4,968.23$     15,101         0.3290$      3.0% 17.50%

2018* 942 2,247.56$     6,440            0.3490$      6.1% 24.64%

2018* 952 802.70$         2,300            0.3490$      6.1% 24.64%

2018 TOTAL 3,050.26$     8,740            0.3490$      6.1% 24.64%

2019* 974 981.60$         2,400            0.4090$      17.2% 17.50%

2019* 985 2,702.26$     6,607            0.4090$      17.2% 17.50%

2019 TOTAL 3,683.86$     9,007            0.4090$      17.2% 46.07%

2020* 1006 2,279.70$     5,100            0.4470$      9.3% 59.64%

2020* 1012 1,990.11$     3,791            0.5250$      28.4% 87.48%

2020 TOTAL 4,269.81$     8,891            0.4802$      17.4% 71.51%

*That year had two treatments

# 2017 the first treatment was billed in two invoices

cost per 

gallon

% change over 

previous year

% change 

compared to 2009

Cost per gallon change

Road Commission Chloride Spraying

Printed 9/10/2020 



Date

Sewer 

Fund Check 

# Amount Balance

Paid back

 so far Note

11/12/2013 na -$                      343,000.00$       -$                  Starting balance

3/31/2020 na -$                      201,527.62$        141,472.38$    Ending balance FY 2019 - 2020

1 4/14/2020 5182 1,854.04$            199,673.58$        143,326.42$    For March 2020

2 5/12/2020 5184 1,841.63$            197,831.95$        145,168.05$    For April 2020

3 6/9/2020 5186 1,971.15$            195,860.80$        147,139.20$    For May 2020

4 7/14/2020 5188 2,258.36$            193,602.44$        149,397.56$    For June 2020

5 8/11/2020 5190 2,204.07$            191,398.37$        151,601.63$    For July 2020

6 9/8/2020 5192 2,007.04$            189,391.33$        153,608.67$    For August 2020

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

Background:

FY 2020-2021 General Fund Repayment Status

(to repay monies advanced to the Sewer Fund)

Over the years, the township's sewer fund borrowed money from the township's general fund.

Starting in late 2013, home customers begain paying a $5.20 monthly charge to repay this loan (commercial 

customers and larger residential customers pay $5.20 for every 4,000 gallons of sewer).

The loan is expected to be paid off by 2033 (perhaps sooner).  When paid off, this monthly charge ends.

9/5/2020 1:26 PM



PENTLAND TOWNSHIP - SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS AT MONTH END MONTH END

8/31/2020

GENERAL FUND Notes

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Checking 2,157.50$           

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market 306,660.77$       

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market for future purchases 103,674.50$       

First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2015-2019 192,927.15$       
CD #13466 matures 03/25/2023 1.50% 36 months. 

Five CD's consolidated into one on 3/25/2020.
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - General Fund 31,940.27$         CD #13466 matures 03/25/2023 1.15% 36 months

SEWER FUND

mBank Checking - Operating $233,278.21

mBank CD - Sewer Reserve 2019 10,268.63$         
CD #2455 matures 03/27/2022 1.98% 36 months

For future repairs.

WATER FUND

First National bank of St. Ignace CD - Water Reserve 44,021.52$         CD #12291 matures 09/30/2021 1.70% 36 months

TAX COLLECTION
mbank Checking 139,792.92$       

mBank Checking
Includes cash in bank, water bond & interest 

redemption, and equipment reserve.
276,686.28$       

Last printed 9/5/2020 1:01 PM
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PENTLAND TOWNSHIP 
CLERK’S REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 
1. Village lawsuit 

a. Bill Glime, our attorney Craig Role, and myself attended two days of mediation 
with the Village on August 26 and 27. 

b. Our attorney has a letter for the Board with more information than I can share 
here, but I can say it was very interesting! 

2. Bills for this month 

a. Just an fyi - because our meeting date is early this month and the Labor Day 
holiday slowed down mail, we’ll have another round of checks cut for bills in the 
next week or so. 

3. Lights in the regular meeting room 

a. A BIG thanks to AJ for installing new LED lightbulbs in our regular meeting room. 

b. I thought it would be a good idea to have the lights working in there for the 
upcoming mediation where our guests might be using that room. 

c. AJ explained that while the replacement bulbs are LED’s, the rest of the fixture 
must be replaced for us to see a reduction in our electric bill. 

4. Audit 

a. The audit wrapped up the day after our last board meeting. 

b. One of the routine things that happens at the end of the audit is a list of journal 
entries the auditors ask me to enter into the general ledger to adjust our 
balances for the end of our fiscal year (March 31). 

c. I did those entries and sent the auditors an updated ‘trial balance’ for their ok. 

5. State revenue sharing 

a. Most of our township’s general fund’s revenue comes from the state’s sales tax.  
We get a proportion of the entire pool of sales tax collected in the state. 

b. In May, the state told us to assume this funding will be slashed in 2020-2021. 

c. But now there’s good news! The state now thinks we will get the same amount 
as last year. 

d. That’s a good thing, but remember our expenses will still creep up, so there will 
be a small hit to our bottom line.   

i. But thankfully it won’t be as bad as we feared a few months ago! 

e. See attached for the projected amounts for local governments in Luce County. 

6. Expanding the IFT district in the ‘new’ industrial park. 

a. IFT = industrial facilities tax exemption district 

b. Following up from our meeting last month, I spoke with our very busy township 
attorney. 



Page 2 of 3 

c. He said the easiest way to get this rolling is for me to start with the wording from 
the resolution used by the Board back in the 1990s when the original IFT district 
was created.  I’ll update it with the legal definition of the ‘new’ park and send it 
to him for review. 

d. I hope to have a draft resolution sent to him in the next week or so. 

7. Hall custodian job posting 

a. Attached at the end of this report is a draft posting for the Newberry News for 
the hall custodian. 

b. If there’s no objection, it will go in the paper for two weeks, and we can review 
applications at our October meeting. 

8. Election security webinar 

a. I attended a webinar about election security on August 18 that was hosted by the 
federal Department of Homeland Security, the Michigan State Police, and the 
Bureau of Elections. 

b. It helped to learn about possible threats to our computers for the elections! 

c. Remember - we have had trouble in the past few years with mischief-makers 
trying to hack into our computers…even here in the eastern UP. 

d. After this webinar I reached out to the vendor for our tabulator to talk about 
security issues, and I’ll be talking with our employees and election workers about 
how they can avoid falling for these threats. 

9. Elections 

a. Tuesday, November 3, is the final election for this year…the general election! 

b. We will have ballots here in the next few weeks for absentee voters (AV). 

c. Speaking of absentee voters, we already between 150 and 200 voters who 
already turned their application in. 

d. And more applications are coming in almost daily. 

e. I think the November election will break the township’s all-time record for AV 
ballots that it just set in August! 

10. November ballot – additional candidate (repeat) 

a. We already have two persons running for trustee – Marty Lehto and Bill Glime 
are the Republican nominees for this office. 

b. Roxanna Pentland-Transit has filed papers to run as an independent on the 
November ballot. 

c. The top two vote getters will win a four-year term on the Board. 

11. Liquor Inspections 

a. We received liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s department for June. 

b. All of the locations that were open were scored as “good”. 

12. Facebook page 
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a. We have a Facebook page!  Enter “Pentland Township” in FB’s search bar. 

b. We got one more ‘like’ last month, taking us to 354…when will we reach 375? 

c. Our Facebook page began in late January of 2018…2½ years ago! 

13. Time tracking 

a. Finally, I thought it might be useful to share my time working and volunteering 
for the township. 

b. I track my time for the various things I do (jobs, volunteering, and such). 

c. See below for the chart! 

 

Clerk’s Time August 2020 
Time 

(hours:minutes) 

TOTAL TIME 100h 23m  

Elections 49h 14m 

Sewer issues with the Village (preparing for mediation and mediation 
itself)* 

27h 32m 

Bookkeeping (the audit and routine stuff like payroll, bills and 
budgets…) 

18h 53m 

General work (minutes, meeting prep, filing, mail…) 5h 05m 

(all times rounded to nearest minute) 

*I volunteer for the Township to do these things – they’re not part of  
my legal duties as Clerk (nothing this month). 

 

That’s it! 

 

JOB OPENING – UTILITIES SUPERINTENDENT 

Pentland Township is seeking cover letters and resumes 

for a custodian for the township hall 

by Friday, October 2, at 4:00 pm. 

This position is approximately several hours a month year-round. 

Send to Pentland Township, PO Box 412, Newberry, MI 49868, 

or email to PentlandTwpClerk@gmail.com. 

Pentland Township is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 



 

   
       

  

 

                        

               

                

                

                

                

 

              

           

Constitutional and Statutory Revenue Sharing Projections 
FY 2020 Actuals and FY 2021 Projected - Executive Budget Recommendation - August Consensus 

Revshare Unit 
FY 2020 Actuals FY 2021 Projected 

Code Local Unit Name Type County Const CVTRS Total Const CVTRS Total $ Chg % Chg 

480000 Luce Cnty Luce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 N/A 

481010 Columbus Twp Luce $17,610 $0 $17,610 $17,638 $0 $17,638 $28 0.2% 

481020 Lakefield Twp Luce $91,584 $0 $91,584 $91,735 $0 $91,735 $151 0.2% 

481030 Mcmillan Twp Luce $101,251 $0 $101,251 $101,419 $0 $101,419 $168 0.2% 

481040 Pentland Twp Luce $183,254 $0 $183,254 $183,557 $0 $183,557 $303 0.2% 

483010 Newberry Vil Luce $131,116 $54,225 $185,341 $131,335 $66,701 $198,036 $12,695 6.8% 

County Totals: $524,815 $54,225 $579,040 $525,684 $66,701 $592,385 $13,345 2.3% 

August 24, 2020 FY 2020 Actuals and FY 2021 Projected - Executive Budget Recommendation - August Consensus Page 79 of 144 

Prepared by the Revenue Sharing and Grants Division, Michigan Department of Treasury 

Greg
Text Box
Updated budget numbers from last week's Revenue Sharing Conference - this should be how much we will see from the state from 10/1/2020 to 9/30/2021.
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