
PENTLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

AGENDA 

FEBRUARY 11, 2020 
 

Tonight’s meeting will begin after the Township’s Election Commission (Supervisor, Treasurer, and Clerk) has 
a very brief meeting about next month’s election as required by law. 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
Changes to the Agenda 
Brief Public Comment 
Approval of Minutes 
Approval of Bills  
Treasurer’s Report 
New business 

• Meeting schedule 2020 – 2021 (flip agenda over) 

• Permission for the Treasurer and Clerk to consolidate general fund CD’s 
Old Business: 

• Wastewater litigation with the Village and sewer lagoon update 

• Future Hall Bookings  

• Liquor Inspection Reports 

• Water and Sewer Update 

• Open for Other Reports 

• Communications 
Extended Public Comment 
Next Regular Meeting 
Adjournment 



 

 

Regular Schedule of 
Township Board Meetings 

Pentland Township 
15474 M-28 

Newberry, MI 49868 
906-293-8755 

 

The Pentland Township Board will meet on the following dates for the 2020 - 2021 year. 

All meetings will begin at 7:00 pm and will take place at  
the Pentland Township Hall, 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI 49868: 

 

Tuesday, April 14, 2020 

Tuesday, May 12 

Tuesday, June 9 

Tuesday, July 14 

Tuesday, August 11 

Tuesday, September 8 

Tuesday, October 13 

Tuesday, November 10 

Tuesday, December 8 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

Tuesday, February 9 

Tuesday, March 9 

Tuesday, March 23

 

This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, 
(MCL 41.72a(2)(3)) and the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

The Pentland Township Board will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting or public hearing upon 14 days notice to the Pentland Township 
Board. 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Township Board by 
writing or calling Greg Rathje, Pentland Township Clerk, PO Box 412, Newberry, MI 49868, 906-293-8755. 

 
Posted on: April 1, 2020 
 
By: Pentland Township Clerk 
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Tonight’s meeting was held at the Pentland Township Hall: 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI 49868. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki. 

Board members present: Treasurer Jean Foley, Supervisor Janet Maki, Trustee Martin Lehto, 
Trustee Dawn Mills, and Clerk Greg Rathje.  Absent: none. 

Also present: Utilities Superintendent Mike Richards, Deputy Clerk Caryn DeWyse, and  
Deputy Treasurer Deb Burbach, Luce County Undersheriff Eric Gravelle, and engineer Jeff 
Mudroch from the Sidock Group. 

Under changes to tonight’s agenda, two changes were made.  One was to add under new business 
a discussion about how to send out this year’s Board of Review notices.  The other change was 
to allow Jeff Mudroch to make his presentation under public comment since he lives in the Soo, 
which means a long drive home on a winter night. 

Engineer Jeff Mudroch shared his firm’s work on a preliminary design for a sewer lagoon for our 
township.  The Board had a long and productive discussion about the preliminary design and 
how it could benefit our township’s sewer customers. 

There was no action taken at tonight’s meeting as Mr. Mudroch will continue to update details in 
the preliminary design. 

Undersheriff Gravelle shared several pages of 2019 year-end data from the Sheriff’s Department 
that compared and contrasted with 2018, including how many crimes, arrests, accidents, and 
such took place in Luce County. 

The Board also discussed with Undersheriff Gravelle the recent news and concerns about 
breathalyzer tests and how alcohol related traffic stops will be done until these issues are 
resolved. 

At this time Clerk Rathje reported the township received a set of liquor inspection reports from 
the Sheriff’s Department from last month.  All but one of the establishments received a grade of 
“good”, the other establishment received a grade of “fair” (the three choices on the form are 
good, fair, and poor). 

Undersheriff Gravelle spoke with the officer who completed the form, and it was a simple 
mistake on the officer’s part – that establishment should have received a “good” grade as it has 
for many years now. 

There was no other brief public comment. 

Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the regular meeting of December 10, 2019 for approval. 
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Motion by Lehto, seconded by Mills, to approve these minutes.  Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The bills were presented by Clerk Rathje. 

Motion by Foley, seconded by Lehto, to approve the following five items in one motion: 

1. There were no General Fund, Sewer Fund, or Water Fund checks issued per Pentland 
Township’s “Post Audit” policy.  (This policy explains how bills are paid between 
meetings) 

2. General Fund check numbers 3733 through 3760 and EFT59 for payment today. 
3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5175 through 5176 for payments approved today. 
4. Water Fund check number 6116 for payments approved today. 
5. Transfer $30,847.76 from First National Bank of St. Ignace’s Municipal Account to the 

Checking Account. 

The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer Foley.   

Treasurer Foley also reported the Township received its full amount of ‘swamp tax’ for the 
General Fund of approximately $55,000.  This was in jeopardy until the state passed an updated 
budget last month that fully restored this funding. 

The swamp tax (also known as Payment in Lieu of Taxes, or PILT) is one-fifth of the 
Township’s General Fund revenue.  So, this is very good news. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to receive the Treasurer’s Report.  Ayes: all. Motion 
carried. 

The Board then turned to new business, starting with Resolution 2020-01. 

RESOLUTION 2020-01 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 2020-01 

Whereas, the Township’s Land Division ordinance was last revised in 1998; and 

Whereas, recent changes in state law require changes to our township’s Land Division ordinance;  

Therefore, be it hereby resolved, the Pentland Township Board hereby adopts Ordinance 2020-
01. 

Moved by Foley      Supported by Rathje 

Upon a voice vote, the following voted: 

Ayes: Foley, Lehto, Maki, Mills, & Rathje    Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Supervisor Maki declared the resolution adopted. 
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[The ordinance is attached to these minutes] 

The Board then heard from Supervisor Maki about a proposal for the printing of this year’s 
Board of Review notices.  Our previous vendor (Manatron) no longer does business in Michigan, 
so Supervisor Maki has been searching for a new vendor comparable in service and price to what 
we had before.  Her research found a vendor named KCI who could do the work, but would need 
a check for partial payment before our next meeting. 

Motion by Rathje, second by Foley, to authorize the Clerk to issue a check to KCI per the 
Township’s “Post-Audit” policy.  This check will be cut later this month.  The same motion also 
authorizes the Clerk to make changes to the Township’s General Fund budget as needed to 
accomplish this. 

The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Board then turned to old business. 

The Board then heard an update on the lawsuit against the Village of Newberry.   

The Board received the timetable set by the court that will hopefully end the case late this year.   

The Board also received a copy of the questions and requests for documents (legally known as 
“interrogatories”) that was sent to the Village a few weeks ago.  The Village’s attorney asked for 
some additional time to complete these requests and said they would be done by February 10. 

Treasurer Foley reported there is one upcoming event scheduled at the hall this month. 

Mike Richards gave his monthly utility report.  The township’s water and sewer systems 
continue to be in generally good shape.  However, the Township’s large electric generator 
needed repair recently when it wouldn’t start.  This generator can be used during blackouts to run 
the township’s water and sewer systems. 

Thanks to Merv Dake and his very helpful staff at Great Lakes Truck Service, the generator is 
now repaired and ready for service. 

There was no extended public comment. 

The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Tuesday, February 11, 2020,  
at 7:00 pm at the Pentland Township Hall.   

Motion by Foley, seconded by Lehto, to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 pm.  Ayes: all. Motion 
passed. 

 

____________________________  ____________________________ 
Gregory Rathje    Janet Maki 
Pentland Township Clerk   Pentland Township Supervisor 



 

 

TOWNSHIP OF PENTLAND 

COUNTY OF LUCE, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-01 

ADOPTED: JANUARY 14, 2020 

EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2020 

LAND DIVISION, COMBINATION, AND BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT 
ORDINANCE 

An ordinance to repeal and replace Ordinance No. 9801 (Land Division 
Ordinance) adopted April 14, 1998 with the following new ordinance to regulate the 
division, combination, and adjustment of boundaries of parcels or tracts of land, enacted 
pursuant to Michigan Public Act 288 of 1967, as amended (Land Division Act), and Act 
246 of 1945, as amended (Township Ordinance Act). 

TOWNSHIP OF PENTLAND 

COUNTY OF LUCE, STATE OF MICHIGAN  

ORDAINS: 

SECTION 1 

TITLE 

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Pentland Township Land Division, 
Combination, and Boundary Line Adjustment Ordinance. 

SECTION 2 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to carry out those provisions of the Land Division 
Act (1967 PA 288, as amended, formerly known as the Subdivision Control Act) enacted 
by 1996 PA 591 and 1997 PA 87, and as subsequently amended (MCL 560.101 et seq) 
pertaining to the division of unplatted land; to prevent the creation of parcels of property 
which do not comply with applicable ordinances or the Act; to minimize potential 
boundary disputes; to maintain orderly development of the community; and to otherwise 
provide for the health, safety and welfare of the residents and property owners of the 
Township by establishing requirements for prior review and approval of land divisions, 
combinations, and boundary line adjustments. 

Note:  the division of platted lots (lots in subdivisions) and the development of land 
into plats/subdivisions is regulated by other provisions of the Land Division Act generally 
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not applicable to the division of unplatted land as addressed in this Land Division, 
Combination, and Boundary Line Adjustment Ordinance.  

SECTION 3 

 DEFINITIONS 
 

For purposes of this Ordinance certain terms and words used herein shall have the 
following meaning: 

A. “accessible” or “accessibility” – means, in reference to a parcel, that the 
parcel meets one or both of the following requirements: 

1. the parcel has an area where a driveway provides vehicular access 
to an existing road or street and meets all applicable location 
standards of the County Road Commission or, where applicable, the 
Michigan Department of Transportation, under Act No. 200 of the 
Public Acts of 1969 (MCL 247.321-247.329); or has an area where a 
driveway can provide vehicular access to an existing road or street 
and meet all such applicable location standards. 

2. the parcel is served by an existing easement that provides vehicular 
access to an existing road or street and that meets all applicable 
location standards of the County Road Commission or, where 
applicable, the Michigan Department of Transportation, under Act 
No. 200 of the Public Acts of 1969 (MCL 247.321-247.329); or can 
be served by a proposed easement that will provide vehicular access 
to an existing road or street and that will meet all such applicable 
location standards. 

B. “Administrator” or “Land Division, Combination, and Boundary Line 
Adjustment Ordinance Administrator” – means the Township Assessor, or 
such other official as may be designated by the Township Board to 
administer the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
C. "applicant" and “proprietor” – means a person, firm, association, 

partnership, corporation, or other entity of any kind, or combination of any of 
same, that holds a recorded or unrecorded ownership interest in land. 

D. “area” – means, with reference to the area of a parcel, the total horizontal 
area within the boundary lines of the parcel, except any portion of the parcel 
within a public street right-of-way. 

E. “boundary line adjustment” – means the splitting and intended transfer of 
land from one parcel to a contiguous parcel where the result moves the 
common boundary line between the contiguous parcels but does not create 
a new parcel. 
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F. “buildable” – means, in reference to a parcel of land, that the parcel meets 
the requirements of this Ordinance and any other applicable ordinances 
and laws to be developed for a legally permissible use involving a building 
or other structure. 

G. “combine” or “combination” – means, in reference to property, the putting 
together (combining) of two or more existing parcels (or parts of same) into 
a lesser number of parcels than existed before being combined. 

H. “depth” – means, with reference to the depth of a parcel, the average 
horizontal distance from the front property line to the rear property line of the 
parcel. 

I. “development site” – means any parcel on which exists a building, or which 
is intended for building development, other than any of the following: 

1. agricultural use involving the production of plants and animals useful 
to humans, including forages and sod crops; grains, feed crops, and 
field crops; dairy and dairy products; poultry and poultry products; 
livestock, including breeding and grazing of cattle, swine, and similar 
animals; berries; herbs; flowers; seeds; grasses; nursery stocks; 
fruits; vegetables; Christmas trees; and other similar uses and 
activities. 

2. forestry use involving the planting, management, or harvesting of 
timber. 

J. "divided" or "division" – means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract 
of land by the proprietor thereof or by his or her heirs, executors, 
administrators, legal representatives, successors or assigns, for the 
purpose of sale, or lease of more than one year, or for the purpose of 
building development, that results in one or more parcels of less than 40 
acres or the equivalent, and that satisfies the requirements of Sections 108 
and 109 of the Land Division Act (MCL 560.108-109) and this Ordinance.  
“Divided” or “division” does not include a property transfer between two or 
more existing adjacent parcels, if the property taken from one existing 
parcel is added to an adjacent existing parcel (a “boundary line 
adjustment”). 

K. “exempt split” or “exempt division” – means the partitioning or splitting of a 
parcel or tract of land by the proprietor thereof, or by his or her heirs, 
executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors or assigns, 
that does not result in one or more parcels of less than 40 acres or the 
equivalent. 

L. “40 acres or the equivalent” – means either 40 acres, a quarter-quarter 
section containing not less than 30 acres, or a government lot containing 
not less than 30 acres. 
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M. “front property line” – means that portion of a parcel abutting the 
right-of-way of a public street (or the right-of-way of a lawful private road or 
easement, in the case of a lawfully created parcel abutting a lawfully 
established private road or easement). 

N. “Land Division Act” or “Act” – means the Land Division Act of the State of 
Michigan as cited in Section 2 of this Ordinance (MCL 560.101 et. seq.). 

O. “lot” – means a measured portion of a parcel or tract of land which is 
described and fixed in a recorded plat. 

P. “parcel” – means a contiguous area or acreage of land which can be 
described as provided for in the Land Division Act. 

Q. “parent parcel” or “parent tract” – means a parcel or tract, respectively, 
lawfully in existence on March 31, 1997. 

R. “rear property line” – means that boundary line of a parcel which is opposite 
and most distant from the front property line; provided that in the case of a 
parcel pointed at the rear, the rear property line shall be that assumed line 
parallel to the front property line not less than 10 feet long lying farthest from 
the front property line and wholly within the parcel. 

S. “side property lines” – means any parcel boundary line that is not the front 
property line or the rear property line. 

T. “survey” – means a map, prepared by a professional surveyor licensed in 
the State of Michigan, that certifies the boundaries, dimensions, and 
description of the land surveyed and that otherwise meets all the 
requirements of the Survey Act (1992 Public Act 183, as amended) for a 
survey of land not in a platted subdivision or condominium.   

U. “tract” – means two or more parcels that share a common property line and 
are under the same ownership. 

V. “width” – means, with reference to a parcel, the horizontal distance between 
the side property lines measured at the front property line; or as otherwise 
specified by the definition of the terms “lot frontage” and “lot width” in the 
Zoning Ordinance.  

W. “Zoning Administrator” – means the person duly designated to administer 
the Zoning Ordinance. 

X. “Zoning Ordinance” – means the Luce County Zoning Ordinance, or such 
township zoning regulations enacted pursuant to the Michigan Zoning 
Enabling Act (2006 Public Act 110, as amended), as may be in effect in 
Pentland Township, either at the time of adoption of this Ordinance or at any 
time in the future. 
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SECTION 4 

PRIOR APPROVAL REQUIREMENT FOR LAND DIVISIONS, COMBINATIONS, AND 
BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENTS 

A. Land shall not be divided without the prior approval of the Administrator in 
accordance with Sections 5-7 this Ordinance and the Land Division Act; 
provided that the following shall be exempted from this requirement: 

1. A parcel proposed for subdivision through a recorded plat pursuant 
to the Land Division Act and any corresponding subdivision 
development ordinance. 

2. A lot in a recorded plat proposed to be divided in accordance with the 
Land Division Act and any corresponding subdivision development 
ordinance. 

3. An exempt split, where all resulting parcels are accessible, as 
defined in this Ordinance. 

4. An exempt split or other partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract 
that only results in parcels of 20 acres or more in size, where the 
parcel or tract is not accessible, and either of the following applies: 

a. The parcel or tract was in existence on March 31, 1997. 

b. The parcel or tract resulted from an exempt split or other 
partitioning or splitting under Section 109b of the Land 
Division Act (MCL 560.109b). 

B. Boundary line adjustments and combinations of land shall be subject to the 
prior approval of the Administrator in accordance with Section 9 of this 
Ordinance and the Act. 

SECTION 5 

APPLICATION FOR LAND DIVISION APPROVAL 

An applicant for approval of a proposed land division shall file all of the following 
with the Administrator to constitute a complete application: 

A. A completed application form on such form as may be provided by the 
Township. 

B. Evidence of land title sufficient to establish that the parent parcel or parent 
tract which is the subject of the proposed division was lawfully in existence 
on March 31, 1997. 
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C. An adequate and accurate legal description of each parcel proposed to 
result from the division. 

 
D. A tentative parcel map, drawn to an identified scale, showing all of the 

following with respect to each parcel proposed to result from the division: 

1. Dimensions. 

2. Area. 

3. Parcel boundary lines. 

4. Public utility easements. 

5. Accessibility. 

6. The location of all existing buildings and structures, and the 
distances from the building/structures to all existing and proposed 
parcel boundary lines. 

If the Administrator determines any of the content required by D. 1-6 above 
is not adequately or accurately shown on the tentative parcel map, the 
Administrator may require the applicant to supplement the initial filing with 
an adequate and accurate tentative parcel map, or with a survey, in the 
reasonable discretion of the Administrator. 

E. One of the following with respect to the status of property taxes and special 
assessments due on the property subject to the proposed division for the 
five years preceding the date of the application, as required by Section 
109(1)(i) of the Act effective September 16, 2019: 

1. A certificate from the County Treasurer certifying all such property 
taxes and special assessments have been paid. 

2. A statement by the Assessor that all such property taxes and special 
assessments that have not been paid have been apportioned by the 
Assessor as provided by MCL 211.53, and are a lien against the 
subject property as apportioned by the Assessor and shall be 
collected as required by law.   

F. Such additional information as may be reasonably required by the 
Administrator to make a determination on the application pursuant to the 
requirements of this Ordinance and the Land Division Act; including, where 
applicable, information pertaining to a proposed transfer of division or 
development rights. 
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G. The fee as may from time to time be established by motion of the Township 
Board for land division, combination, and boundary line adjustment reviews 
pursuant to this Ordinance to cover the costs of review of the application 
and administration of this Ordinance and the Land Division Act. 

    SECTION 6 

          REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS FOR LAND DIVISION APPROVAL 

A. Within 45 days after the filing of a complete application, as provided in 
Section 5 of this Ordinance, the Administrator shall determine whether the 
proposed land division qualifies for approval pursuant to Section 7 of this 
Ordinance. 

B. The Administrator shall provide the applicant with written notice of the 
determination, by personal delivery or by regular first class mail at the 
address of the applicant on the application form. 

C. If an application is not approved the Administrator’s notice of such 
determination to the applicant shall state the reason(s) for the disapproval. 

D. A notice of approval of a proposed land division resulting in a parcel of less 
than 1 acre in size shall include a statement that the Township and its 
officers and employees are not liable if a building permit is not issued for the 
parcel for the reason that the parcel does not have the applicable approvals 
of a water supply and sewage disposal required by law. 

 Note:  the statement required by the preceding paragraph is required by 
Section 109a of the Act with a notice of approval of a proposed land division 
resulting in a parcel of less than 1 acre in size (MCL 560.109a(2)).  
Notwithstanding this statutory requirement to only include such a statement 
in a notice of approval of a proposed land division resulting in a parcel of 
less than 1 acre in size, the approval of any proposed land division as 
required by this Ordinance and by the Act shall not be interpreted as making 
any determination or representation with respect to the potential issuance 
of a building permit or applicable approvals of a water supply and sewage 
disposal system for any resulting parcel, regardless of the size of such 
parcel. 

E. The Administrator shall consult with the Zoning Administrator as necessary 
to determine the potential implications under the Zoning Ordinance of an 
application filed pursuant to this Ordinance, and shall not knowingly 
approve an application under this Ordinance that creates a violation of the 
Zoning Ordinance or this Ordinance. 
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   SECTION 7 

        REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVAL OF LAND DIVISIONS 

A. An application for a proposed land division shall be approved if all the 
following requirements are met: 

1. The applicant has filed a complete application pursuant to the 
requirements of Section 5 of this Ordinance. 

2. The total number of parcels proposed to be created does not exceed 
the number allowed pursuant to Section 108 of the Land Division Act 
(MCL 560.108) and otherwise complies with same. 

3. The width of each resulting parcel complies with the applicable 
minimum parcel (lot) width requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. 

4. The area of each resulting parcel complies with the applicable 
minimum parcel (lot) area requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. 

5. The depth of each resulting parcel not larger than 10 acres in area is 
not more than four times its width, provided that this requirement 
does not apply to the remainder of a parent parcel or parent tract 
retained by the proprietor; and further provided the Administrator 
may allow a greater depth-to-width ratio due to exceptional 
topographic or other physical conditions with respect to the subject 
property and compatibility with surrounding lands, in the reasonable 
exercise of discretion by the Administrator. 

6. Each resulting parcel that is a development site has adequate 
easements for public utilities from the parcel to existing public utility 
facilities. 

7. Each resulting parcel is accessible. 

8. The division does not isolate a cemetery so that it is not accessible. 

9. All property taxes and special assessments due on the subject 
property for the five years preceding the date of the application have 
been certified by the County Treasurer as paid; or, in the alternative, 
all such unpaid property taxes and special assessments have been 
apportioned by the Assessor as provided by MCL 211.53 and are a 
lien against the subject property as apportioned by the Assessor, as 
required by Section 109(1)(i) of the Act. 

10. Each resulting parcel complies with all other applicable requirements 
of the Land Division Act. 
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B. The Administrator shall disapprove an application for a proposed land 
division that does not meet all the requirements for approval in the above 
Section 7.A of this Ordinance, or that will otherwise create or cause a 
violation of another ordinance or law, unless the application was submitted 
for approval of a division to create one or more parcels not intended to be 
buildable and the application is approvable pursuant to Section 7.C of this 
Ordinance. 

C. The Administrator shall approve an application for a proposed land division 
where the width and/or area and/or depth-to-width of each resulting parcel 
does not comply with Section 7.A.3, 4, or 5 of this Ordinance (the applicable 
minimum width/area/depth-to-width requirements) if all of the following 
requirements, circumstances and conditions are met:  

1. The application includes the explicit statement of the applicant that 
“the requested land division is not intended to create a new separate 
buildable parcel”. 

2. The Administrator determines all of the requirements for land division 
approval specified in Section 7.A of this Ordinance are met, other 
than Section 7.A.3 and/or 4 and/or 5.   

3. The Administrator determines, after such consultation with the 
Zoning Administrator as may be necessary, that the requested 
division will not cause any remaining portion of the property 
associated with the proposed land division which is already 
developed, or intended for development and previously approved, to 
violate any provision of the Zoning Ordinance concerning minimum 
frontage/width, minimum area, minimum building/structure setbacks, 
or maximum coverage requirements in effect at the time of such 
application. 

4. The Administrator explicitly designates the resulting parcel(s) as “not 
buildable” in the approval determination on the application, and 
assures this same designation in the assessing and zoning records 
of the Township.  

5. The approval determination is subject to the condition that before the 
approval becomes effective the applicant shall file with the 
Administrator a copy of a document (on a form either prepared or 
approved by the Township) as recorded with the Luce County 
Clerk/Register of Deeds explicitly and conspicuously identifying the 
parcel(s) as “not buildable” and “not a development site”, and “not 
subject to a request by the applicant or any successor owner to 
render the property buildable by variance relief granted by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals under any applicable Zoning Ordinance”. 
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D. A parcel designated as “not buildable” pursuant to this provision shall itself 
be subject to further division to create a parcel(s) intended for building 
development only to the extent all the following requirements are met: 
 
1. The applicant has retained the right to make such division(s) or is 

otherwise the lawful transferee of such division rights under the Land 
Division Act. 

2. Any resulting parcel created by such division and intended for 
development complies with the applicable minimum parcel (lot) width 
and area requirements of the Zoning Ordinance for a buildable 
parcel (lot), and can otherwise be lawfully developed under the 
Zoning Ordinance. 

3. The division is otherwise approvable pursuant to this Ordinance and 
the Land Division Act. 

E. A building or above-ground structure shall not be erected or placed on a 
parcel designated as “not buildable” pursuant to this provision. 

SECTION 8 

SIGNIFICANCE OF APPROVAL OF APPLICATION; APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATOR 
DETERMINATION; RETENTION OF RECORDS 

A. The approval of an application for a land division is only a determination that 
the land division complies with the requirements of the Land Division Act 
and the applicable requirements of this Ordinance, and is not a 
determination that the resulting parcels comply with other applicable 
ordinances or regulations pertaining to the use or development of the 
parcels. 

B. Any person aggrieved by the determination of the Administrator on an 
application for a land division may appeal the Administrator’s determination 
to the Township Board by filing a written appeal with the Township Clerk not 
later than 21 days after the date notice of the Administrator’s determination 
was mailed or personally delivered to the applicant.  At least 7 days written 
notice of the date, time and place of the Township Board meeting at which 
the appeal will be considered shall be given to the applicant (and the 
appellant where other than the applicant) by personal delivery or regular 
first class mail directed to the address of the applicant/appellant as shown in 
the application/written appeal.  The Township Board shall affirm or reverse 
the determination of the Administrator, in whole or in part, pursuant to the 
requirements for approval of land divisions in Section 7 of this Ordinance 
and in the Land Division Act, but shall in no event reverse the 
Administrator’s determination unless and except to the extent that 
determination was clearly erroneous under all applicable provisions of this 
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Ordinance and the Act.  The decision of the Township Board on such an 
appeal shall be a final decision of the Township for purposes of such judicial 
review as may be provided by law. 

C. The Administrator shall maintain an official record of all land division 
applications and the determinations thereon, including any appeals. 

SECTION 9 

        BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENTS AND COMBINATIONS 

A. Land shall not be subject to a boundary line adjustment, or a combination, 
without the prior approval of the Administrator in accordance with this 
Section.  

B. An applicant for approval of a proposed boundary line adjustment, or a 
combination, shall file with the Administrator an application with all of the 
information required by Section 5 of this Ordinance for a proposed land 
division, as applicable to the proposed boundary line adjustment or 
combination. 

C. An application for a boundary line adjustment or combination shall be 
subject to the review requirements for a land division application as 
specified in Section 6 of this Ordinance. 

D. An application for a boundary line adjustment or combination shall be 
approved if all of the following requirements are met: 

1. The applicant has filed a complete application as required above. 

2. The proposed boundary line adjustment or combination will not 
violate any provision of the Act. 

3. The proposed boundary line adjustment or combination will not 
cause any existing parcel that is a conforming parcel under the 
Zoning Ordinance to become nonconforming under that ordinance, 
and will not cause any existing nonconforming parcel under that 
ordinance to become more nonconforming. 

E. Any person aggrieved by the determination of the Administrator on an 
application for a boundary line adjustment or combination may appeal the 
Administrator’s determination to the Township Board as provided by 
Section 8 of this Ordinance with respect to an appeal of a land division 
application determination. 
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SECTION 10 

IMPLEMENTATION OF APPROVED LAND DIVISION, COMBINATION, OR 
BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT 

A. The approval of an application for a land division, combination, or boundary 
line adjustment pursuant to this Ordinance does not itself implement the 
approved division, combination, or boundary line adjustment. 
 

B. An approved land division, combination, or boundary line adjustment is void 
unless the approved land division, combination, or boundary line 
adjustment is implemented by subsequent execution of a deed or other 
applicable instrument of conveyance within 90 days from the date of 
approval. 
 

C. An executed deed or other applicable instrument of conveyance 
implementing an approved land division, combination, or boundary line 
adjustment, and any survey associated with same, shall be recorded with 
the Luce County Clerk/Register of Deeds as required by law, by the 
applicant or the applicant’s designee/agent, within 21 days after such 
instrument is executed. 

 
D. If an executed deed or other applicable instrument of conveyance 

implementing a land division, combination, or boundary line adjustment, or 
any survey associated with same, is not required by law to be recorded with 
the Luce County Clerk/Register of Deeds, the applicant or the applicant’s 
designee/agent shall file a certified copy of such executed deed or other 
instrument of conveyance, and survey, with the Administrator of this 
Ordinance within 21 days after such instrument is executed. 
 

E. If the Administrator of this Ordinance is not the Assessor, the Administrator 
shall forthwith provide to the Assessor a copy of each such executed 
instrument and survey filed with the Administrator. 

SECTION 11 

ENFORCEMENT AND VIOLATIONS; SANCTIONS FOR VIOLATION; OTHER 
CONSEQUENCES OF NONCOMPLIANCE 

A. This ordinance shall be enforced by the Land Division, Combination, and 
Boundary Line Adjustment Ordinance Administrator, and by such other 
person or persons as the Township Board may designate. 

B. Each of the following constitutes a violation of this Ordinance, including the 
aiding or abetting of any of same: 
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1. Including materially false information on any application submitted 
under this Ordinance. 

2. Executing a deed or other instrument of land conveyance involving a 
land division, boundary line adjustment, or combination, that is 
subject to an application and approval requirement under this 
Ordinance, before the approval of such application. 

3. Executing a deed or other instrument of land conveyance for any 
land division, boundary line adjustment, or combination, that is 
subject to an application and approval requirement under this 
Ordinance, for any property other than the property for which an 
application was approved under this Ordinance, or in any other 
manner contrary to any such approval. 

4. Failing to timely record with the Luce County Clerk/Register of Deeds 
any document required by this Ordinance to be recorded; including a 
deed or other instrument of conveyance, or an associated survey, 
and also including a document identifying a parcel as “not buildable” 
and “not a development site” as required by Section 7.C of this 
Ordinance). 

5. Any other action violating any provision of this Ordinance. 

C. A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction as defined by 
Michigan statute, punishable by a civil fine determined in accordance with 
the following schedule: 

Minimum  
Fine   

 
--- 1st offense       150.00  
--- 2nd offense        300.00   
--- 3rd or subsequent offense     500.00  

 
Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, 
direct and indirect, to which the Township has been put in connection with 
the municipal civil infraction.   

D. Any violation of this Ordinance shall also constitute a basis for injunctive 
relief against the violator, restraining and prohibiting continuation of the 
violation, in addition to any other relief or sanction herein set forth or allowed 
by law. 

E. Any division or combination of land or boundary line adjustment created in 
noncompliance with this Ordinance shall not be recognized on the 
Township real property assessment and taxation records, or zoning 
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records, and shall be subject to such other consequences as may be 
provided by law. 

 SECTION 12 

 SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any 
clause, sentence, word, section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any 
reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of this 
ordinance other than said part or portion thereof. 

 SECTION 13 
 
 REPEAL/NON-REPEAL 
 

Any existing Land Division Ordinance as may have been previously adopted by 
the Township Board is hereby repealed, including Ordinance No. 9801 adopted April 14, 
1998; but this Ordinance shall not be construed to repeal any provision of any other 
ordinance, including a Zoning Ordinance, any ordinance regulating the 
subdivision/platting of land, or any construction code ordinance. 
 

SECTION 14 
 
 EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication as required by law. 
 

Greg Rathje, Clerk 
Pentland Township  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2019 Craig A. Rolfe, PLLC 



 

CHECK #PAYEE AMOUNT DESCRIPTION

General Fund checks paid ahead of time: (legally known as "post audit" payments)
3761 KCI 546.37$          2/8 Assessing notices 546.37$         -$                 -$               

Total 546.37$          546.37$         -$                 -$               

General Fund checks to be paid today:
Payroll:

3762 Deborah Burbach 124.00$          Deputy Treasurer - 1 mtg & zero hrs 124.00$         -$                 -$               

3763 Caryn DeWyse 160.44$          Deputy Clerk - 1 mtg & 3 hrs 160.44$         -$                 -$               

3764 AJ Downey 299.66$          Labor - Utilities - 30 hrs -$                149.83$           149.83$        

3765 Jean Foley 677.78$          Treasurer 677.78$         -$                 -$               

3766 Martin Lehto 302.29$          Trustee & Property Watch 302.29$         -$                 -$               

3767 Janet Maki 2,377.74$       Supervisor & Assessor 2,377.74$      -$                 -$               

3768 Dawn Mills 123.55$          Trustee 123.55$         

3769 Gregory Rathje 915.00$          Clerk 750.30$         -$                 164.70$        

3770 Michael Richards 3,103.30$       Utilities Superintendent -$                775.83$           2,327.48$     

3771 Terrie Slack 1,522.54$       Admin Assistant & Interim Custodian - 2.08 hrs 522.17$         500.18$           500.19$        

Total 9,606.30$       5,038.27$      1,425.84$       3,142.20$     

Remittances:
EFT 60 US Government 2,827.55$       Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Fed.Tax/FICA/SocSec 1,697.87$      361.00$           768.68$        
3772 Michigan Dept. of Treasury 497.60$          State Withholding 303.19$         61.47$             132.94$        

Total 3,325.15$       2,001.06$      422.47$           901.62$        

Accounts Payable:

3773 AT&T 202.96$          
First bill in a few months after finishing up credit.  Bill 

was $332.40 before $129.44 credit was applied.
49.45$            76.76$             76.75$          

3774 AWWA 350.00$          Dues - American Water Works Association -$                -$                 350.00$        

3775 BS&A 1,397.00$       Annual fees for GL, PR, and AP. 465.67$         465.67$           465.66$        

3776 Burbach Oil 144.55$          New diesel for large generator -$                72.28$             72.27$          

3777 Cloverland Electric 43.48$             Pentland School H20 Tower - used to be annual. -$                -$                 43.48$          

3778 Cloverland Electric 81.76$             Twp hall - used to be annual. 81.76$            -$                 -$               

3779 Cloverland Electric 2,038.21$       Regular monthly bill 621.93$         793.47$           622.81$        

3780 Great Lakes Truck Service 448.21$          Repaired the large generator and tractor auger -$                448.21$           -$               

3781 Luce County 911 218.16$          Coleman Engineering GIS agreement 218.16$         -$                 -$               

3782 National Office Products 87.99$             Toner for water office laser printer -$                43.99$             44.00$          

3783 Newberry News 304.00$          Notice for Land Div. ordinance 304.00$         -$                 -$               

3784 Pentland Utilities 3,550.00$       Hydrant Rental 3,550.00$      -$                 -$               

3785 Rathje, Greg 13.15$             Certified mail 13.15$            -$                 -$               

3786 Rolfe, Craig 1,360.10$       
Sewer lawsuit ($953.84) & Land Division ordinance 

($406.26)
406.26$         953.84$           -$               

3787 Security Benefit Group 580.00$          457 Plan (w/out Carmody's since his retirement) 580.00$         -$                 -$               

3788 Semco 128.19$          Heating for utility office -$                64.09$             64.10$          

3789 Sidock Engineering 715.00$          Preliminary design work on sewer lagoon -$                715.00$           -$               

3790 Slack, Terrie 62.64$             108 miles @ 58.5 cents/mile 62.64$            -$                 -$               

3791 Sault Ste. Marie 36.00$             Water testing -$                -$                 36.00$          

3792 Verizon 48.56$             Cell phone -$                24.28$             24.28$          

3793 Village of Newberry 18,460.42$     
4th Quarter fire bill. Mostly for new foam pump 

(about $13,800).
18,460.42$    -$                 -$               

3794 Visa 242.95$          All fuel. 80.98$            80.98$             80.99$          

30,513.33$    24,894.42$   3,738.57$       1,880.34$     -$              

Grand Total for Today 

(checks 3762 - 3794)
43,444.78$    

<-- This amount will be transferred from General 

Fund's Money Market to Checking.
31,933.75$   5,586.88$       5,924.16$     -$              

Sewer Fund Checks (post audit and today)

5177 Pentland Twp General Fund 1,857.37$       02/11 Repay General Fund Advance -$                1,857.37$       -$               

5178 Pentland Twp General Fund 5,586.88$       02/11 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                5,586.88$       -$               

Water Fund Checks (post audit and today)

6117 Pentland Twp General Fund 5,924.16$       02/11 Repay General Fund for today's bills -$                  -$                    5,924.16$     

End of List!

Total

FEBRUARY 2020 MONTHLY BILLS
Last updated February 11, 2020

General Fund Sewer Fund Water Fund Liquor Fund

Last printed 2/11/2020 9:41 AM Page 1 of 1



Quarter 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

1st 5,394.43        4,032.27        6,925.47        197.13            6,275.97        9,733.32        3,491.94        

2nd 5,742.17        1,675.68        8,733.81        9,312.15        6,867.93        4,872.05        4,385.50        

3rd 5,394.43        4,838.41        2,180.33        1,899.47        403.24            11,043.86      10,477.54      

4th 13,899.92      10,566.60      35,126.85      12,866.68      18,941.26      25,736.50      18,460.42      

Calendar Year Totals 30,430.95$   21,112.96$   52,966.46$   24,275.43$   32,488.40$   51,385.73$   36,815.40$   

Average 2013-2019 35,639.33$   

Fiscal Year Totals 29,068.79$   24,006.16$   46,238.12$   30,354.27$   35,945.75$   45,144.35$   33,323.46$   

Average 2013-2019 34,868.70$   

Notes:

In our current budget, we included this amount ($51K) to pay the 2018 fire bills, and about $47K for 2019 bills.

Year Quarter Check Amount Check date

2015 First 1842 6,925.47        8/7/2015

2015 Second 1843 8,733.81        8/7/2015

2015 Third 1943 2,180.33        11/10/2015

2015 Fourth 2045 35,126.83      2/9/2016

2016 First 2166 197.13            5/10/2016

2016 Second 2300 9,312.15        8/9/2016

2016 Third 2424 1,899.47        11/10/2016

2016 Fourth 2522 12,866.68      2/14/2017

2017 First 2618 6,275.97        5/8/2017

2017 Second 2749 6,867.93        8/10/2017

2017 Third 3235 403.24            10/9/2018

2017 Fourth 3236 18,941.26      10/9/2018

2018 First

2018 Second

2018 Third

2018 Fourth

2019 First 3537 3,491.94        6/11/2019

2019 Second 3613 4,385.50        8/13/2019

2019 Third 3715 10,477.54      12/10/2019

2019 Fourth 3793 18,460.42      2/11/2020

Note:

This is for the fire agreement only, not for the fire tanker.

3505 51,385.73      5/14/2019

Newberry Fire Department - billed to us by the Village each quarter

Last updated February 10, 2020

Amount Billed by the Village

Fiscal Year Total is a better fit for our township's budget: Q2 thru Q4, plus Q1 of following year.

Fire bills  - checks and amounts

2015 - Today



Date

Sewer 

Fund Check 

# Amount Balance

Paid back

 so far Note

11/12/2013 na -$                      343,000.00$       -$                  Starting balance

3/31/2017 na -$                      267,669.96$        75,330.04$      Ending balance FY 2016 - 2017

1 5/9/2017 5090 2,012.65$            265,657.31$        77,342.69$      For April 2017

2 6/13/2017 5101 1,842.42$            263,814.89$        79,185.11$      For May 2017

3 7/11/2017 5103 1,926.88$            261,888.01$        81,111.99$      For June 2017

4 8/10/2017 5106 1,940.45$            259,947.56$        83,052.44$      For July 2017

5 9/12/2017 5108 1,927.61$            258,019.95$        84,980.05$      For August 2017

6 10/10/2017 5110 1,798.11$            256,221.84$        86,778.16$      For September 2017

7 11/14/2017 5113 1,917.46$            254,304.38$        88,695.62$      For October 2017

8 12/12/2017 5115 1,676.01$            252,628.37$        90,371.63$      For November 2017

9 1/9/2018 5117 1,795.89$            250,832.48$        92,167.52$      For December 2017

10 2/13/2018 5119 1,984.23$            248,848.25$        94,151.75$      For January 2018

11 3/13/2018 5122 1,722.84$            247,125.41$        95,874.59$      For February 2018

12 4/10/2018 5126 1,846.09$            245,279.32$        97,720.68$      For March 2018

13 5/10/2018 5128 1,740.55$            243,538.77$        99,461.23$      For April 2018

14 6/12/2018 5130 1,888.52$            241,650.25$        101,349.75$    For May 2018

15 7/10/2018 5132 1,882.71$            239,767.54$        103,232.46$    For June 2018

16 8/14/2018 5134 2,037.96$            237,729.58$        105,270.42$    For July 2018 and adjustment

17 9/11/2018 5137 1,750.65$            235,978.93$        107,021.07$    For August 2018

18 10/9/2018 5140 1,757.79$            234,221.14$        108,778.86$    For September 2018

19 11/13/2018 5143 1,714.34$            232,506.80$        110,493.20$    For October 2018

20 12/11/2018 5144 1,831.33$            230,675.47$        112,324.53$    For November 2018

21 1/8/2019 5146 1,810.59$            228,864.88$        114,135.12$    For December 2018

22 2/12/2019 5149 2,627.94$            226,236.94$        116,763.06$    For January 2019

23 3/12/2019 5151 1,534.57$            224,702.37$        118,297.63$    For February 2019

24 4/9/2019 5155 2,188.11$            222,514.26$        120,485.74$    For March 2019

25 5/14/2019 5157 1,893.77$            220,620.49$        122,379.51$    For April 2019

26 6/11/2019 5161 2,297.74$            218,322.75$        124,677.25$    For May 2019

27 7/9/2019 5163 1,853.50$            216,469.25$        126,530.75$    For June 2019

28 8/13/2019 5166 1,797.48$            214,671.77$        128,328.23$    For July 2019

29 9/10/2019 5167 1,813.66$            212,858.11$        130,141.89$    For August 2019

30 10/8/2019 5169 1,992.97$            210,865.14$        132,134.86$    For September 2019

31 11/12/2019 5171 1,914.74$            208,950.40$        134,049.60$    For October 2019

32 12/10/2019 5173 1,762.28$            207,188.12$        135,811.88$    For November 2019

33 1/14/2020 5175 1,995.36$            205,192.76$        137,807.24$    For December 2019

34 2/11/2020 5177 1,857.37$            203,335.39$        139,664.61$    For January 2020

Background:

FY 2017 - 2018, 2018 - 2019 and 2019 - 2020 General Fund Repayment Status

(to repay monies advanced to the Sewer Fund)

Over the years, the township's sewer fund borrowed money from the township's general fund.

Starting in late 2013, home customers begain paying a $5.20 monthly charge to repay this loan (commercial 

customers and larger residential customers pay $5.20 for every 4,000 gallons of sewer).

The loan is expected to be paid off by 2033 (perhaps sooner).  When paid off, this monthly charge ends.

2/10/2020 5:05 AM



PENTLAND TOWNSHIP - SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS AT MONTH END MONTH END
1/31/2020

GENERAL FUND Notes
First National Bank of St. Ignace - Checking 3,122.64$           

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market 276,360.41$       

First National Bank of St. Ignace - Money Market for future purchases 89,625.45$         

First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2015 38,875.27$         CD #13005 Matures 04/12/2020 1.15% 36 months
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2016 38,372.48$         CD #12993 Matures 03/31/2020 1.15% 36 months
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2017 38,372.48$         CD #12994 Matures 03/31/2020 1.15% 36 months
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2018 37,952.70$         CD #13178 Matures 03/30/2021 1.20% 36 months
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - Fire Truck 2019 37,500.00$         CD #13333 Matures 03/21/2022 1.20% 36 months
First National Bank of St Ignace CD - General Fund 31,940.27$         CD #13013 Matures 04/20/2020 1.15% 36 months

SEWER FUND
mBank Checking - Operating $205,455.93

mBank CD - Sewer Reserve 12,535.27$         
CD #24768 Matures 03/09/2020 1.14% 36 months
For future repairs.

mBank CD - Sewer Reserve 2019 10,167.25$         
CD #2455 Matures 03/27/2022 1.98% 36 months
For future repairs.

WATER FUND

First National bank of St. Ignace CD - Water Reserve 44,021.52$         CD #12291 Matures 09/30/2021 1.70% 36 months

TAX COLLECTION
mbank Checking 50,275.44$         

mBank Checking Includes cash in bank, water bond & interest 
redemption, and equipment reserve. 253,370.64$       

Last printed 2/10/2020 8:58 AM
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PENTLAND TOWNSHIP 
CLERK’S REPORT 

FEBRUARY 11, 2020 
 

1. 2020-2021 calendar and audit dates 

a. I looked at the 2020-2021 calendars to come up with a proposed list of 
meetings for the next fiscal year (which begins April 1). 

b. I also reached out to our auditors to confirm they’ll be here the week of 
August 10.  So they can attend our Board meeting on Tuesday, August 11. 

2. Sewer lawsuit update (repeat and update) 

a. Our attorney sent the Village “interrogatories” late last month. 

i. It’s a document (about a dozen or so pages) asking the Village to 
answer questions and produce documentation. 

ii. Attached are the interrogatories sent to the Village. 

iii. The Village attorney asked for an additional two weeks to reply to our 
questions.  Our attorney agreed to the extension, so the Village will 
reply by February 10th. 

b. Update - I got an email from our attorney today that the Village did send 
interrogatories.  He’s going to be busy reading them over the next few 
weeks! 

c. I also sent quite a few records to our attorney last week to help with his 
work in proving our case of what our ‘reasonable’ share of the costs are in 
terms of the Village’s sewer budget. 

3. Proposed sewer lagoon 

a. I spoke with Jeff Mudroch, the engineer from the Sidock Group who we 
asked to work on a preliminary design for a sewer lagoon apologies for 
being busy with other projects, but he will be working again on our design in 
the next week or so. 

b. This will include reaching out to Mike Richards with a few questions. 

4. Absentee Voter update 

a. This was our first election using the “Permanent Voter” list. 

i. These are folks who will automatically get an application to vote by 
absentee ballot. 

ii. There’s 37 folks on the list so far.  Anyone can sign up! 
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iii. I think this will be very useful in the years to come!  It will cut down 
the rush of voters contacting us the week before an election asking for 
a ballot.   

b. The state changed the format of the Absentee Voter applications and 
envelopes, which caused had some headaches for us. 

i. Last fall, I was told to not restock the old supplies as we used them up 
because new AV supplies with a new format were coming out in early 
2020. 

ii. When I contacted our vendor last month for those new supplies.  He 
told me they were already sold out!  That was…interesting to say the 
least. 

iii. I scrambled with other vendors (who also sold out!) and Garfield 
Township to get enough supplies to cover us for this election. 

iv. By the way…a HUGE thank you to Paula Fillman, the Garfield Township 
Clerk, for helping us out!   

v. After several weeks of worry, we now have enough supplies for the 
March presidential primary (thanks to Paula and one of the other 
vendors in the state).   

vi. You bet - I’ll be ordering more supplies right after that election for our 
next one in August!  That will plenty of time for us to get stocked up 
for August and November! 

5. Election Day and Blackouts 

a. Big thanks to Mike Richards – he said the township has a small generator 
(but plenty big enough for our needs) to run the tabulator and laptop in 
case we have a blackout on an election day. 

b. Why am I worrying about this?  The state is encouraging local clerks to start 
planning ahead for anything that might impact election day. 

6. Budget 

a. I’ll be working later this month on draft budgets for all of our funds for us to 
consider at our March meeting. 

7. Elections this year (repeat with an update in bold) 

a. I thought you’d like to know the 2020 election dates - three absolutely will 
happen, one will not happen. 

b. Tuesday, March 10 is presidential primary. It WILL happen. 

i. Locally, TAS will have their Headlee Override on the ballot.  It will be a 
multi-year request (instead of just asking for one year). 
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c. Tuesday, May 5 will not happen. 

i. The deadline was 4pm today to proposals. 

d. Tuesday, August 4 is the regular primary. 

i. The March primary is for the political parties to pick their nominee for 
president. 

ii. The August primary is for the political parties to pick their nominees 
for every other federal, state, and local office. 

e. Tuesday, November 3 is the general election. 

i. The big one! 

8. Liquor Inspections 

a. We received last month’s liquor inspection reports from the Sheriff’s 
department.   

b. All but one of the locations that were open were scored as “good”.   

9. NMU wifi 

a. I sent an email today to Eric Smith and Don Salo, the gentlemen who were 
at our meeting in November, asking how things were going and what was 
next in getting their broadband service available here. 

10. W-2’s 

a. Were sent out to employees and the IRS on January 30. 

11. New W-4’s…(repeat) 

a. Just a reminder that if you need to make change to your W-4, there’s a new 
form to fill out with some major changes to it.  I think it will take more time 
for folks to complete it. 

12. Facebook page 

a. We have a Facebook page!  Enter “Pentland Township” in FB’s search bar. 

b. We have 336 “Likes”! 

c. Our Facebook page began in late January of 2018…two years ago! 

13. Time tracking 

a. Finally, I thought it might be useful to share my time working and 
volunteering for the township. 

b. I track my time for the various things I do (jobs, volunteering, and such). 

c. Flip over for the chart! 
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Clerk’s Time January 2020 
Time 

(hours:minutes) 

TOTAL TIME 32h 25m  

General work (minutes, meeting prep, filing, mail…) 12h 24m 

Bookkeeping (routine stuff like payroll, bills and budgets…) 16h 58m 

Sewer issues with the Village (looking at sewer bills, talking w/our 
attorney…)* 

1h 57m 

Elections 1h 02m 

FOIA request (tax records)* 0h 05m 

(all times rounded to nearest minute) 

*I volunteer for the Township to do these things – they’re not part of  
my legal duties as Clerk. 

 

That’s it! 



 
 

Fiscal Health among Jurisdictions in Luce County 
 

This fiscal health factsheet is from the Michigan Public Policy Survey (MPPS), an ongoing survey of the 
top elected and appointed officials in every unit of general purpose local government across the state. 
The MPPS is designed to gather local leaders’ opinions, inform state policymakers and others regarding 
local government issues, and show local leaders how peer communities around the state are dealing with 
a variety of challenges. We typically report findings at a statewide level. However, because 73% of the 
state’s local jurisdictions participated in 2019, we are also able to show summarized data for all local 
governments within any county, while still protecting confidentiality.   
 
Fiscal Health:  How your county compares 
 
Each spring since 2009, the MPPS has asked local government leaders to assess their jurisdiction’s fiscal 
health. One of the key indicators on the survey asks whether the jurisdiction is better or less able to meet 
its fiscal needs compared to the prior year.  
 
The graph below shows “net fiscal health” for all jurisdictions in Luce County, compared to regional 
and statewide averages, for the last decade.  Net fiscal health is the percentage of jurisdictions that were 
better able to meet their needs in a particular year, minus the percentage that were less able.  A data 
point below the zero-axis shows that more jurisdictions reported declining fiscal health than reported 
improving health in that year.  In 2019, jurisdictions in Luce County overall had higher net fiscal health 
than the rest of the region, and higher net fiscal health compared to jurisdictions across the rest of the 
state. 
 

Net fiscal health yearly change 2009-2019 
Percentage of jurisdictions reporting improving fiscal health minus percentage reporting declining health 

 
 

 



 
 
Changes in Property Tax Revenue This Year 
 

• Statewide, 57% of local governments in 2019 reported their property tax revenues increased 
compared to 2018, while only 12% reported their property tax revenues decreased.   

• The Upper Peninsula region had fewer jurisdictions report increased revenues compared to the 
state overall, while Luce County had no jurisdictions report increases. 

 
Percentage of jurisdictions reporting changes in property tax revenues (2019) 

 
 Statewide Upper Peninsula Region Luce County  

Jurisdictions 

Increased 57% 44% 0% 

No Change 28% 39% 49% 

Decreased 12% 15% 51% 

  

Preparedness for Next Economic Recession 
 

• Looking ahead to future economic conditions, according to the Spring 2019 MPPS, 70% of 
jurisdictions across the state say they are somewhat (57%) or very (13%) prepared to deal with 
the potential impacts of the next recession, whenever it may happen, while 20% say their 
jurisdiction is somewhat (16%) or very (4%) unprepared. 

• In the Upper Peninsula region, 65% of jurisdictions believe they are prepared to deal with the next 
economic recession. 

• Fewer jurisdictions in Luce County (51%) believe they are prepared for the next recession 
compared to the statewide average (70%). 

• A full report on recession preparations is available at: http://closup.umich.edu/michigan-public-
policy-survey/77 

 
Percentage of jurisdictions prepared to deal with next economic recession (2019) 

 
 Statewide Upper Peninsula Region Luce County Jurisdictions 

Very prepared 13% 9% 18% 

Somewhat 
Prepared 

57% 56% 33% 

Somewhat 
unprepared 

16% 15% 34% 

Very 
Unprepared 

4% 10% 14% 

 
Analysis of additional fiscal health indicators are available at: http://closup.umich.edu/michigan-public-
policy-survey/78   
 
On the Center’s website (closup.umich.edu) you can also find data on policy topics from A to Z. For 
more information, contact CLOSUP by email (closup@umich.edu) or by phone (734-647-4091). 
Follow CLOSUP on twitter: @closup

mailto:closup@umich.edu
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