
PENTLAND TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR-MEETING 

October 11, 2016 

Tonight's meeting was held at the Pentland Township Hall: 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI 49868. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki. 

Board members present: Jean Foley, Martin Lehto, Janet Maki, and Gregory Rathje. 
Absent: August Walker. 

Also present: Mike Richards, Utilities Superintendent; Deputy Treasurer Dawn Stephenson, 
Luke Downey, Christine Rathje, and Jim Whalen. 

There were no changes to the agenda. 

Under brief public comment, Jim Whalen explained his home is on a single parcel with water 
and sewer from our township. After buying the parcel his home is on, Mr. Whalen then bought 
the two parcels on either side of home. Neither parcel has a home (one does have a garage, but it 
does not have any township-provided utilities). 

Mr. Whalen then had all three parcels merged into a single parcel. So, he has one parcel of land, 
and no intentions to split them off, or build any other buildings. on this property. 

In addition to paying his ' usual ' water bill for his home, he's also paying for water and sewer on 
the two 'legacy' parcels at what we call a "vacant" rate. He's paying considerable money for 
water and sewer service that he's not using today, nor will he be using in the future. 

Mr. Whalen respectfully asked the Board to end the charges for those two vacant accounts. 

The Board was sympathetic to Mr. Whalen's unique situation, and wanted to see what options it 
had inside the boundaries of its current ordinances and loan covenants for the water system. 

Clerk Rathje moved, and Foley seconded, to reach out to our attorney for his advice as to what 
the Board can do for Mr. Whalen. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the September 13, 2016, regular meeting. 

Motion by Letho, seconded by Foley, to approve the above sets of minutes in one motion. 
Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to approve the following five items in one motion: 

1. General Fund check number 2339, Sewer Fund check number 5068, and Water Fund 
check number 6059, per Pentland Township' s "Post Audit" policy. 

2. General Fund check numbers 2340 through 2376, and EFTl 7 for payment today. 

3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5069 and 5070 for payments approved today. 

4. Water Fund check number 6060 for payment approved tod<:1-Y· 
5. Transfer $39,846.34 from First National Bank of St. Ignace' s Municipal Account to the 

Checking Account. 
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The vote on all the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer's Report was read by Treasurer Foley. She amended the total for the sewer fund 

CD at mBank from what was stated in the report as $12,000.00, to $12,067.96. Treasurer Foley 
explained that interest had been posted to the CD, and the updated number reflects that interest. 

Motion by Rathje, seconded by Lehto, to receive the Treasurer's Report as amended. 
Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then moved on to new business. 

The Board reviewed the two bids it received for the old pickup truck. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to select Luke Downey as the winning bid for the old 
pickup truck in the amount of $2,050.00. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

On behalf of the township, Supervisor Maki signed the title over to Mr. Downey. Clerk Rathje 
will hand the title over to Mr. Downey tomorrow at the Secretary of State's office when payment 
is received and the paperwork can be completed with the state at that time. 

Clerk Rathje then asked the Board to renew our township's participation with the Security 

Benefit for the "457" plan for elected officials and employees. Individuals may participate by 
contributing money to this plan. Clerk Rathje explained that IRS regulations require Security 
Benefit to have our township renew our participation every several years. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to continue Pentland Township's participation with 
Security Benefit's "457" plan. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

Treaurer Foley asked the Board' s authorization to allow herself and Clerk Rathje to make the 
necessary refunds required by our settlement with Newberry Country Club case with the State 
Tax Commission. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to authorize the Treasurer and Clerk to make the 
necessary refunds. Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then had a discussion about what was required to settle a refund for the matter 
Industrial Taxes with the State of Michigan. Treasurer Foley will be working with our auditor 
on what is required to complete this matter. 

Treasurer Foley then updated the Board about her work on a draft assessor's agreement. She's 
been working on this and hopes to share with the Board soon. 

Clerk Rathje shared with the Board that the telephone line at the township hall does not work 
very well ( or at all) when it rains outside. This could be very serious if people need to call or 

reach someone at the hall. Furthermore, the election tabulator has to use this phone line to 
transmit the election results to the county clerk. 
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Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to contact AT&T for a service call for our township hall ' s 
telephone line. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Board and Superintendent Richards had a discussion about our township's new hire, Gina 
Vix as the administrative assistant. Everyone was very pleased with her work. 

The Board was also pleased with the help Deb Burbach, our former administrative assistant, has 
also given. 

There was unanimous consent to allow Deb to work more hours between now and the November 

board meeting, for a total of up to 25.5 hours (this is the balance of the 30 hours approved by the 
Board in September remaining). 

Clerk Rathje asked the Board to add one more item to the agenda about the fire committee. 

Clerk Rathje asked the Board to allow Deputy Treasurer Dawn Stephenson to attend next week's 

fire committee meeting. Deputy Treasurer Stephenson is about to join the township board (she is 
a Trustee-Elect, and will take office on November 20 for a four-year term). 

This meeting is held twice a year, and it would seem like a good idea to have Dawn attend to 
learn about this important function of our township. 

Motion by Rathje, seconded by Lehto, to allow the Deputy Treasurer to attend the fire committee 
meeting on behalf of Pentland Township. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

Clerk Rathje then gave an update on the negotiations with the Village for a wastewater treatment 

agreement. The Board learned just before tonight's meeting that the Village Manager passed 
away suddenly last night. 

In light of this, there was consensus to delay asking our township attorney to submit a Freedom 

of Information Act (FOIA) request to the village for the engineering data discussed last month. 

Treasurer Foley reported several updates in the bookings at the township hall. 

Clerk Rathje reported the township did receive a set of liquor inspection reports from the 
Sheriffs Department for the month of September. 

Mike Richards gave his monthly utility report. 

The township' s water and sewer systems continue to be in generally good shape. 

Clerk Rathje shared several items of correspondence with the Board. 

One interesting letter the Board received was from a former resident who lived in Pentland 
Township in the 1970s. 

She is now an author who wrote a novel that is based (in part) in our township, and mentions our 

township hall in several scenes. In her email, this author asked us to confirm the location and 
lettering of our hall ' s sign for accuracy's sake. 

The Board had an extensive discussion recalling this author and her family when they lived here. 
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Clerk Rathje also shared a special meeting he attended recently with the prison's community 
liaison meeting about last month's breakout by an inmate. 

There was no extended public comment. 

The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Thursday, November 10, 2016, 
at 7:00 pm at the Pentland Township Hall. 

This is a change from the regular Tuesday night schedule because of the presidential election that 

week on Tuesday, November 8. This date was approved last March when the Board adopted the 
2016-2017 meeting schedule. 

Motion by Foley, seconded by Lehto, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. 

~e-~ 
Gregory"t}tje Janet Maki 
Pentland Township Clerk Pentland Township Supervisor 
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