
PENTLAND TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR MEETING 

July 12, 2016 

Tonight's meeting was held at the Pentland Township Hall: 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI 49868. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki. 

Board members present: Jean Foley, Martin Lehto, Janet Maki, and Gregory Rathje. 
Absent: August Walker. 

Also present: Mike Richards, Utilities Superintendent; Jonathan Brown, and Christine Rathje. 

There was no brief public comment. 

Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the June 14, 2016, regular meeting. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to approve the minutes of June 14, 2016. 
Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to approve the following five items in one motion: 

1. General Fund check numbers 2208-2211 , Sewer Fund check numbers 5058-5059, and 

Water Fund check numbers 6053-6054, and EFT13 per Pentland Township's "Post 
Audit" policy. 

2. General Fund check numbers 2212 through 2251 , and EFT14 for payment today. 
3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5060 and 5061 for payments approved today. 
4. Water Fund check number 6055 for payments approved today. 

5. Transfer $37,434.40 from First National Bank of St. Ignace's Municipal Account to the 
Checking Account. 

The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer's Report was read by Treasurer Foley. Motion by Rathje, seconded by Lehto, to 
receive the Treasurer's Report. Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then moved on to new business. 

The Board discussed a letter from the Liquor Control Commission (LCC). The LCC invited the 
township to comment on the proposed transfer of the liquor license at Pickelman's Pantry & Pub 
as part of the sale of the entire business. 

After discussion, there was unanimous consent there was no need to send any comments to the 
LCC, and the Board wishes the new owners the very best in their new venture. 

Clerk Rathje then shared with the Board a draft plan about the fire department and its future 
needs for fire engines. 
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The Village of Newberry owns and operates the Newberry Fire Department (NFD), and Pentland 
Township has a contract with the Village for the NFD to provide fire service in our township. In 
return, the Township pays one-third of the NFD's budget (the other two-thirds are paid for by the 
Village and McMillan Township). 

One part of the contract with the Village requires a ten-year plan of the department's future 
needs (especially for large, expensive items, like fire engines) so all three governments can plan 
ahead. Clerk Rathje reported that the Village has struggled to do this. 

Thanks for the help of the current and past chiefs of the NFD, Clerk Rathje has been able to 
rough out the approximate age of the current fleet of fire engines and potential cost to replace 
them. 

There was no action taken by the Board - the draft shared was just for information only. 

Clerk Rathje then asked the Board to amend its motion from last month about looking for 
refinancing options for the two loans owned by the US Department of Agriculture for the water 
system. 

By unanimous consent, the Board agreed to allow banks in the eastern Upper Peninsula to also 

submit proposals for refinancing the two loans owned by the US Department of Agriculture for 
the water system. 

There was a discussion about upcoming changes to the accounting software for the township. 
Our current software is out of date and will not be supported by the vendor much longer. Clerk 
Rathje shared a quote for the proposed upgrade. 

Treasurer Foley raised the possibility of changing the amount charged for renting the township 
hall if a person or group is not a Pentland Township resident. 

After discussion, the Board agreed to find out how much other townships and local businesses 
charge for a hall rental. 

The Board then moved on to old business. 

The Board held a second discussion about the fate of the township's old pickup truck now that 
the new one has arrived. 

Motion by Rathje, seconded by Lehto, to post in the Newberry News invitations for bids from 
the public for the purchase of the township's old pickup truck and snowplow 'as-is ' for an 
amount no less than $4,000.00. Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

Clerk Rathje then gave an update on the negotiations with the Village for a wastewater treatment 
agreement. The Board asked Clerk Rathje to contact the Village Council at their next meeting to 
expedite matters. 

Supervisor Maki provided an update on the case of the Newberry. Country Club's tax appeal that 
is working its way through the Michigan Tax Tribunal. The update included a proposal from the 
Newberry Country Club to settle the case. Our attorney also requested to attend in person the 
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Tax Tribunal hearing on August 1 in Lansing. This hearing is not the actual trial. Instead, this 
hearing will cover procedural items about the upcoming trial. 

Motion by Rathje, seconded by Lehto, reject the offer made by the Newberry Country Club, and 

to direct our attorney to attend in person the Tax Tribunal hearing on August 1 in Lansing. 
Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

Treasurer Foley reported there have been no new bookings at the township hall. 

Clerk Rathje reported the township did not receive a set of liquor inspection reports from the 
Sheriffs Department for the month of June. 

Mike Richards gave his monthly utility report. 

The township's water and sewer systems continue to be in generally good shape. The Kleiman 

Pump & Well Drilling company will be coming to inspect the water pumps. Also, Mr. Richards 
has heard back from someone who may be able to service the chart recorder. 

Clerk Rathje shared several items of correspondence with the Board. 

There was no extended public comment. 

The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Tuesday, August 9, 2016, 
at 7:00 pm at the Pentland Township Hall. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:44 pm. 

' 

Gregory Rathje Janet Maki 
Pentland Township Clerk Pentland Township Supervisor 
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