
PENTLAND TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR MEETING 

January 12, 2016 

Tonight's meeting was held at the Pentland Township Hall: 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI 49868. 

The meeting was called to order at 7 :00 pm by Supervisor Janet Maki. 

Board members present: Jean Foley, Martin Lehto, Janet Maki, and Gregory Rathje. 
Absent: August Walker. 

Also present: Mike Richards, Utilities Superintendent; and Christine Rathje. 

The Board added to the agenda under new business three items: the retention of Land Division 
records, Board of Review update, March Township Board meeting, and the Post Audit Policy. 
The Board dropped from the agenda amending the budget. 

There was no brief public comment. 

Clerk Rathje presented the minutes of the December 8, 2015, regular meeting. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to approve the minutes. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The bills were presented by Clerk Rathje. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to approve the following five items in one motion: 

1. General Fund check numbers 1978-1980, Sewer Fund check number 5041 , and Water 
Fund check numbers 6039-6040, per Pentland Township's "Post Audit" policy. 

2. General Fund check numbers 1981 through 2011, and EFT06 for payment today. 
3. Sewer Fund check numbers 5042 and 5043 for payments approved today. 
4. Water Fund check number 6041 for payments approved today. 
5. Transfer $21,777.88 from First National Bank of St. Ignace's Municipal Account to the 

Checking Account. 

The vote on all of the above items - Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer's Report was read by Treasurer Foley. Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to 
receive the Treasurer' s Report. Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then moved on to new business. 

Utilities Superintendent Richards presented a proposal from the Sidock Engineering Group for a 
"Reliability Study and General Plan" for the township's water system. The cost would be 
approximately $6,000. 

Per the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, this plan was required to be completed 
by the end of 2015. Therefore, there is some urgency to complete.this plan before DEQ imposes 
any sanctions. 
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Motion by Foley, seconded by Rathje, to approved the proposal from the Sidock Group for our 
water system's "Reliability Study & General Plan". Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

The Board then briefly turned to a discussion about the General Fund Budget, per the Board's 
discussion last month. 

Supervisor Maki proposed not discussing the General Fund budget tonight after all. Instead, she 

proposed a special meeting to discuss the General Fund Budget, wages, and personnel policies. 

By unanimous consent, the Board voted to hold a special meeting on Thursday, February 4, 
2016, at 10:00 am at the township hall to discuss the General Fund Budget, wages, and personnel 
policies. 

The Board then turned to the retention of Land Division Records. Clerk Rathje was reviewing 

the state's retention schedule for township records, and noted that Land Division applications 
and records must be kept forever. Supervisor Maki said that she has a copy of all Land Division 

records during her time as the township's assessor. Clerk Rathje thanked her for that helpful 
information. 

The Board then reviewed the one application it had received from citizens wishing to serve as an 

alternate to the Board of Review. 

Motion by Rathje, seconded by Foley, to appoint Laurie Gordon to the township's Board of 
Review as an Alternate, and to adjust the budget if necessary to ensure she will receive the 
Michigan Townships Association's Board of Review manual and be able to attend an upcoming 
training. Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

Clerk Rathje reminded the Board of the meeting schedule it adopted last year for our meeting in 
March, 2016. Because of the Presidential Primary on our regular meeting night of Tuesday, 

March 8, the Board meeting for March will be on Thursday, March 10. 

The Board then briefly reviewed the township's "Post Audit" policy for paying bills between 
township meetings. There was unanimous consent that the Board continues to approve of the 
Clerk and Treasurer paying bills on behalf of the Township to various government agencies, and 

routine bills like Cloverland Electric, AT&T, and Semco. 

Per the township' s financial reporting procedure, the Board will see and confirm these payments 
at the next meeting, as they have been doing so for the past several years. 

The Board then moved on to old business. 
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Clerk Rathje gave an update on the negotiations with the Village for a wastewater treatment 
agreement. Matters are proceeding, with a quickening pace as this year's deadline is coming up. 
There will be another update next month. 

Treasurer Foley reported on new upcoming bookings at the township hall in 2016. 

The Board then had a thorough discussion about governmental and nonprofit agencies renting 
our hall at no charge based on past practice. The Board decided to clarify its position on this 
matter. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Foley, to: 

1) allow governmental agencies free use of our township hall, 
2) to charge $50.00 to non-profit groups (with a $50.00 deposit), and 
3) to continue the current rate of $100.00 (with a $100.00 deposit) for everyone else. 

Ayes: all. Motion carried. 

Clerk Rathje reported the township did receive a set of liquor inspection reports from the 
Sheriffs Department for the month of December. 

Mike Richards gave his monthly utility report. While repairs are almost done on the systems 
damaged by the July lightning strike, the last item to be repaired continues to be a challenge. 
Mike ordered a new 'chart recorder' for the utility office that provides valuable information 

about the state of the water levels in the system. The item arrived and has been installed, but 
there are several issues to be worked out before the township' s utility systems will finally be 
back to full working order as it was before the lightning strike. 

Aside from this one item remaining damage from the lightning strike, the township' s water and 
sewer systems continue to be in generally good shape. 

Clerk Rathje shared several items of correspondence with the Board. 

There will be a special meeting of the township board on Thursday, February 4, 2016, at 10:00 

am at the township hall to discuss the General Fund Budget, wages, and personnel policies. 

The next regular meeting of the township board is scheduled for Tuesday, February 9, 2016, 
at 7:00 pm at the Pentland Township Hall. 

Motion by Lehto, seconded by Rathje, to adjourn the meeting. Ayes: All. Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

Gregory Rathje Janet Maki 
Pentland Township Clerk Pentland Township Supervisor 
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